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Minutes of the Annual General Meeting 

 
Hampshire Field Club and Archaeological Society 

and 
Archaeology, Historic Buildings, Landscape & Local History Sections 

ZOOM meeting 
Wednesday 25th November 2020: 7pm for 7.30pm-8.30pm 

 
Jo Bailey, President of HFC, chaired the meeting, welcoming members of all Sections to the AGM, and 
thanking them for their attendance via ZOOM (due to the Covid pandemic and current Lockdown). 
‘Thanks’ were also extended to all members who had returned voting papers and contributions via email 
and post. It was reiterated that due to the Covid pandemic and Lockdown, in accordance with guidelines 
from the Charity Commission, this year’s HFC AGM, along with those of all Sections (and as many 
charitable organizations have done to enable process to continue) – this year the best mean of enabling 
the AGMs to be conducted is via a virtual conference i.e. using ZOOM. This includes visual sign-in, and 
also telephone links for all members taking part. All supporting documentation was uploaded to the HFC 
website. Those members who have not given HFC an email address, were sent an Agenda and invited to 
take part by post. Physical paperwork and voting forms were sent to them on request. Attendance count 
total was 55 (including all speakers). In accordance with advice issued by the Charity Commission to 
record the decision to hold AGMs and other meetings online, the President asked the audience if there 
was any objection to the AGM/s being held virtually in this manner, asking that all attendees “raise” their 
virtual hand. There were no objections. In accordance with guidelines and advice issued by the Charity 
Commission to record AGMs of organizations held on line: The meeting was recorded. She hoped that 
the AGM, along with all Sections AGMs, would return to normal for 2021. Chris Sellen was thanked for 
administering the ZOOM meeting. Jo Bailey then clearly explained the ZOOM process: e.g. muted, raise 
hands, and the text box capacity etc. 

 
1. Apologies: 

Apologies from: Don Bryan, Gilly Drummond, Andrew Fitzpatrick, Jo James, Chris Pile, and Edward 
Roberts. 

 
2. Minutes of all 2019 AGMs 

(i) HFC & Arch. Soc   
The minutes had been made available on the HFC website, and post (if requested). Acceptance as 
a ‘true record’ was proposed by (1) Jane Wheeler, and (2) seconded by Valerie Archibald - and 
agreed. 
(ii) Archaeology Section 
The minutes had been made available on the HFC website, and post (if requested). Acceptance as 
a ‘true record’ was proposed by (1) Jo Bailey, and (2) seconded by Valerie Archibald - and agreed. 
(iii) Historic Buildings 
The minutes had been made available on the HFC website, and post (if requested). Acceptance as 
a ‘true record’ was proposed by (1) Edward Roberts, and (2) seconded by John Ashworth - and 
agreed. 
(iv) Landscape 
The minutes had been made available on the HFC website, and post (if requested). Acceptance as 
a ‘true record’ was proposed by (1) Bill Fergie, and (2) seconded by Roger Ottewill - and agreed. 
(v) Local History 
The minutes had been made available on the HFC website, and post (if requested). Acceptance as 
a ‘true record’ was proposed by (1) Roger Ottewill, and (2) seconded by Valerie Archibald - and 
agreed. 
 

3. Matters arising 
None. 
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4. Election of Council Officers 
Treasurer: The nomination of Valerie Archibald was proposed by (1) Jane Wheeler, and seconded (2) by 
Roger Ottewill - agreed nem con. 
General Secretary: The nomination of Jane Wheeler was proposed by (1) Valerie Archibald, and 
seconded (2) by Chris Sellen - agreed nem con. 
 
The following have agreed to continue in the following Council positions  
Chair of Editorial Board – Dave Allen 
Membership Secretary – Jane King 
Programme Secretary & Webmaster – Mike Broderick 
Publications Stockholder – Julia Sandison 
Librarian – Jenny Ruthven of Hartley Library, University of Southampton. 
They were proposed by (1) Jane Wheeler and seconded by (2) Valerie Archibald - agreed nem con. 
 

5. (i) President’s Report – Jo Bailey 
Back in March this year we were looking forward to a Field Club AGM in May followed by the President’s 
Lecture. The talk was to have been delivered by Jo Loosemore, Curator of the Mayflower 400: Legend 
and Legacy exhibition for the Box, the new museum in Plymouth. It was to be one of the first events to 
mark the anniversary of the sailing of the Mayflower 400 years ago. As soon as the impact of the 
pandemic became clear we consulted with the Charity Commission and they advised us to postpone the 
AGM and we arranged for resources relating to the Mayflower and the exhibition to be added to our 
website. Since then, the Charity Commission has provided further guidance that allows for holding such 
meetings (as this) online. So, with the 4 x Section AGMs normally held in November also risking 
postponement, HFC Council took the decision to bring all 5 x AGMs together into 1 online meeting.  We 
felt it important to share the Treasurer’s Report with members, report on our activities, and fill vacancies 
on three of our committees. We have done our very best to make sure that those without access to 
emails, the website and Zoom (who want to participate) can do so by post. 
 
To make sure this report remains manageable, I will restrict myself to just a few key points, and each 
Section Chair will do likewise. The full extent of the Section’s achievements is recorded, and Section 
reports are available on the HFC website. 
In my first full year as President, the extent of the knowledge and experience of the people who 
volunteer their time and expertise to HFC has been much in evidence. I would like to give my thanks to 
all those who organize the events programs, produce the publications, and run the society across all 
Sections, and also Council, with so much energy and enthusiasm – and how people have adapted to the 
strange situation we all find ourselves currently in. Jane Wheeler and Valerie Archibald both settled into 
their roles as General Secretary and Treasurer respectively, and a new group of Council members 
started meeting regularly to work on our marketing communications for both existing and potential 
members. Alex Lewis stood down as Grants Coordinator last Spring, and Roger Ottewill is standing 
down as Acting Local History Section Chairman at this AGM - two highly valued members of Council 
over recent years. I would like to thank them very much indeed for their contributions. John Ashworth 
has volunteered to act as Grants Coordinator, and we hope that the Local History Section will be able to 
send a Representative to Council meetings, even if unable to recruit a Chair immediately. And I thank 
Roger Ottewill for offering to stay as “honorary” Chair until the end of the Covid situation. 
All this activity made it particularly painful to see so much good work having to be unpicked as talks, 
tours, and conferences, were cancelled from March 2020 onwards. I am very grateful that the Editorial 
Board and the Hampshire Papers Section have kept us well supplied with reading material - with much 
more in the pipeline. The new content that the Sections have been creating for the website and the Field 
Club’s YouTube Channel has also helped to maintain interest in Hampshire’s heritage. It has also 
attracted some new members over the last few months. 
 
(ii) Archaeology Section Chair’s Report – Jan Bristow 
As with everyone within HFC, and the wider world, this has been an unusual year to say the least. So 
inevitably the Chair’s report cannot ignore Covid, as it has coloured the way we have held (or not held) 
events. However, we are trying to look for ways forward for 2021. Our Conference in November 2019 
focused on the trade and settlement aspects of Southern England in the Iron Age. The event was well-
attended. We took the opportunity to thank Don Bryan for contributing a remarkable 30 years to the 
Section as Treasurer. An excellent write up of the Conference by Philippa Harrap can be found in HFC 
Newsletter No. 73, Spring 2020. By March 2020, the cancellation of group events both indoor and 
outside, meant some alternative approaches were needed: to keep in touch as a committee, and to 
ensure our members remained informed and interested. The use of ZOOM for online meetings has 
meant that as a committee we have met regularly (and more frequently than usual) in order to respond 
to the Covid situation. The HFC website has been a useful vehicle for updating and adding snippets on 
items of interest to our members. 
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The visit to the Meon Valley excavation at Exton/Meonstoke on 23 September (for 12 members) was a 
welcome event - most of us not having thought we would be staring into a ‘real’ trench this year! 
Findings from the 2020 excavation will be written up for the next Newsletter. We saw that virtually the 
whole of a bathhouse complex had been uncovered, with the adjoining late-Roman Mausoleum raising 
more questions! 
So perhaps the way forward is to encourage our members to find out more about Hampshire as 
individual projects, and whilst groups/visits/talks etc. are not possible, for us to provide more online 
information (even providing paper copies) via the HFC website. Also, the further potential of the Internet 
cannot be ignored, with the use of Webinars for topical speakers. 
 
(iii) Historic Buildings Section Chair’s Report – Bill Fergie 
2020 will be recorded as the lost year. Published events were initially suspended and then abandoned, 
as were those still at the planning stage as it became clear that they would not happen. A morning visit 
to Whitchurch Silk Mill to see the recent National Lottery Fund financed refurbishment scheme 
(explained by the architect), and an all-day trip to explore the historic attractions of Christchurch, were 
the immediate casualties. Also shelved was a proposed visit to “The Great Barn of Harmondsworth” with 
its connections to the Bishopric of Winchester. It is close enough to Heathrow to be threatened by the 
third runway proposal, and Covid 19 may well have done it a favour by so drastically reducing the ability 
to fly, that the threat is at least suspended - if not ultimately removed. 
For the Vice-Chair and myself, the only surviving practitioners of a once more numerous Hampshire 
Buildings Survey Group, lockdown has provided the opportunity for us to finish writing up and editing 
work we have been doing over the last three years in collaboration with the Worthys Local History Group 
(WLHG). We had just about finished the fieldwork when it became impossible to do any more. We had 
just one house left on our list at the time and rather than miss it out we had to do a virtual survey via the 
internet, emailed photographs from the owners and the extensive photographic archive of the WLHG. 
Rather in the fashion, of so much else that has happened in 2020, writing, editing and liaising with all 
concerned is inevitably more longwinded when you can’t sit round a table. However, “Traditional Houses 
of the Worthy Villages” will be out by Christmas. It went to the printer today, and will be published by 
WLHG with a generous grant from the Hampshire Archives Trust. There were once thoughts that the 
book might have been the basis of a talk and visit at a Section AGM in 2020 but they, like so much else, 
had to be shelved. 
On an upbeat note the Section’s contribution to the Autumn edition of the Newsletter was a healthy one, 
and I am grateful to those who produced copy for that edition. The next issue is just around the corner - 
contributions to me before the Christmas break would be appreciated. 
To finish on a high, the subjects of planned visits and talks have not gone away, but they are still there to 
be exploited when times are better. I am grateful to all the members of my committee for being prepared 
to hang in there in their present roles until we can properly get back into business. 
 
(iv) Landscape Section Chair’s Report – Mike Broderick 
In 2019 the topic of our Conference was Basingstoke. A good attendance was recorded. An interesting 
range of topics was covered. Thanks were due to all speakers. Due to the Conference for 2020 being 
cancelled, we hope to organize the conference on “Southampton” for 2021. 
Three visits to Basingstoke were planned for summer 2020 but, due to the pandemic, none took place.  
Resources were made available, on the HFC website, for either a virtual or self-guided visit the South 
View area and the religious buildings of Basingstoke. Again, we hope to now push this event forward into 
2021. 
The composition of the Committee remained constant in 2020 - though no meetings took place after 
January this year. Communications were maintained by email. My thanks are extended to all Committee 
Members for their work. 
Our Newsletter Editor, Dawn Cansfield, asks for those present to send her any items for publication in 
the next or future editions of the Newsletter. Deadline is 1 December 2020 (or soon after) -  via her email 
link that can be found in the Landscape Section of the HFC website. Responses to items from earlier 
editions would always be welcome. 
 
(v) Local History Section Chair’s Report – Roger Ottewill 
Since this is my last report as Chairman, I thought it would be useful if I provided an overview of what 
has happened during my five years at the helm. I took over the role at the 2015 AGM which was held in 
Wickham. For the first year, I was Acting Chairman and then for the next three years, the maximum 
permitted by the Constitution, I served formally as Chairman. At last year’s AGM I agreed to serve for a 
further year as Acting Chairman. Due to the Covid situation, as Jo Bailey has stated, I will continue in an 
honorary capacity until the end of the Covid situation – when Local History will actively seek a 
replacement to take over from me. 
So, it does not need me to remind you that this year has been blighted by the Covid-19 crisis, so after 
the well-attended Annual Lecture by James Thomas, Celebrating George III’s birthday: the experience of 
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Hampshire, the events which had been organized, namely the Community Archive Forum; Spring 
Symposium; and Summer Outing all had to be postponed. Moreover, it was felt that, due to the ongoing 
uncertainly, arrangements for the Autumn Outing and 2021 Annual Lecture should be put on hold and 
that the AGM should be held ‘virtually’. 
The 2020 Community Archive Forum was planned as a joint venture with the Hampshire Archives Trust. 
Although oversubscribed, it was unfortunately the first casualty of the lockdown. In order to maintain the 
momentum, Barry Shurlock, David Roberts and myself, have been researching and writing a series of 
articles about local history groups and their activities in Hampshire. To date, three have been published, 
two in the Hampshire Archives Trust Newsletter, and the other in the Hampshire Field Club Newsletter. It 
is planned to publish more in the future. In addition, talks by four of those, who would have presented in 
March, have been streamed during the early autumn and a number are being made available via the 
Hampshire Archives Trust and Hampshire Field Club websites. 
In view of the uncertainties and difficulties associated with the pandemic it is felt that this would be a 
good opportunity to review the activities, and possibly the constitution, of the Local History Section. To 
this end, when circumstances permit, it is hoped to arrange a ‘socially distanced’ brainstorming session 
to which all committee members and other interested parties will be invited to attend. Some briefing 
notes to guide the discussion are set out on the HFC website for comment. 
I am very grateful to all the committee members and office holders for their support during the five years 
I have been Chairman. Special thanks for their contributions are due to Mary South and Val Ottewill, who 
are retiring from the committee at this year’s AGM. 
 

6. Treasurer’s Report – Valerie Archibald 
 Valerie Archibald screen-shared the accounts for 2019 for HFC and all Sections with the audience. 

She talked through the key points: 
 
Total receipts were similar to 2018. HFC received £1,400 more from subscriptions after the increased 
rates, (about 25% more). There was a reduction in bank interest, developer contributions for Hampshire 
Studies and gift aid. Payments were almost £6,000 lower than in 2018. The main reductions are that 
HFC only paid for one edition of Hampshire Studies, and for just one year of digital access to it.  
There is an Exceptional item - Gift aid. HMRC confirmed the Treasurer’s misgivings that HFC had been 
claiming gift aid incorrectly. Members receive a benefit from their subscriptions, so the subscriptions 
cannot be treated as donations. HFC refunded to HMRC the amount of gift aid claimed in previous years 
(£6,808), didn’t claim gift aid in 2019, and won’t claim it in future.  
The Section receipts and payments accounts show their receipts and payments, and the majority relates 
to visits and conferences. Each section considers that it has sufficient funds at the year-end for its future 
activities. 
 
The Balance sheet shows the bank balances at the end of 2019.  
Notes of particular interest are Notes 4 and 7, showing that £4,660 was paid out in grants. This is a key 
part of HFC’s activity (and equal to 65% of our membership subscriptions). Sections paid out a further 
£620 in grants.  Note 6 for Hampshire Studies shows that, as long as payments and receipts occur in the 
same year, then it covers its costs.  
2019 was Valerie’s first year as Treasurer. She gave thanks to Sandy McKenzie, our previous Treasurer, 
for ensuring a smooth handover, and to Dr Geoffrey Smith, our independent examiner, who has signed 
off these accounts.  

 
No questions were raised in respect of all accounts presented. The accounts were proposed by (1) Jane 
Wheeler, and seconded by (2) Chris Sellen, and agreed nem. con. 

 
7. Election of Ordinary Members of Council and Section Committee Members 

(i) 3 x vacancies – Ordinary HFC Council: 
  (1) John Ashworth (proposed (1) Valerie Archibald, seconded (2) Chris Sellen. 
  (John Ashworth will also act as Grants Coordinator.) 
  (2) No nomination 
  (3) No nomination 
* Whilst there were no nominations made for the 2 x vacant Ordinary Council Members, if 
anybody would like to put themselves forward – they are asked to contact with any member of 
Council. 
 
Jo Bailey thanked Sam Butler, Karen Wardley, and Philippa Harrap, for their continued support 
as OMs. Alison Spaull was also thanks for her input over the past year – although it is noted that 
she has stepped down as an OM at this meeting. Similarly, Alex Lewis, who resigned as Grants 
Coordinator in May 2020 – was thanked for all her work and input over past years. 
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(ii) Treasurer – Archaeology Section: 
  Jane Wheeler (proposed (1) Valerie Archibald, seconded (2) Chris Sellen 
 
(iii) Chair – Local History Section: 
  Unfilled. Roger Ottewill will continue temporarily as Chair due to Covid. 
 
(iv) 3 x vacancies – Local History Section Committee Members: 
  (1) Mary Harris (proposed (1) Roger Ottewill, seconded (2) Chris Sellen 
  (2) Edward Fennell (proposed (1) Roger Ottewill, seconded (2) Chris Sellen 
  (3) Barry Jolly (proposed (1) Roger Ottewill, seconded (2) Chris Sellen 
 

8. Motions 
To change HFC Constitution to enable HFC to make payments using on-line Internet banking with 2 
authorizations. This was proposed as necessary due to many recipients of payments/suppliers no longer 
accepting payment by written cheque, and thus requiring BACS payment. The current HFC Constitution 
only permits payment by cheque. The majority of members raised hands (41) to support and duly pass 
the motion. The HFC Constitution will be duly updated, and the new version will be sent to the Charity 
Commission. 

 
9. Any Other Business 
 (i) Valerie Archibald reminded members that using Easy Funding when making online purchases enables 

donations through this scheme to be made to HFC.  
 See www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/hampshirefieldclub. HFC has received £23 to date. 
 (ii) Julia Sanderson, on behalf of all Council and Section Members, extended thanks to all those within 

the organization who have worked tirelessly to maintain and continue meetings, events, information etc. 
throughout this difficult year. Particularly, all the work done and on-going by Council, membership (Jane 
King), and the Editorial Board with their on-going output and work, and the Sections for maintaining 
momentum. 
 
The meeting closed at 8.30pm. 

 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 


