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Minutes of the

 Annual General Meeting of the 

Hampshire Field Club and Archaeological Society

held at

The Science Lecture Theatre, 

Peter Symonds College, Winchester

on

Wednesday 7th May 2008 

In the absence of a President, items 1 – 7 were chaired by Bill Fergie.
	1.


	Apologies: 

Apologies were received from Mike Broderick and Stephen Naylor.



	2.
	Minutes of the last meeting

The minutes were read and approved, subject to an amendment to paragraph 6.1, ‘narrators’ should read ‘orators’.  



	3.
	Matters arising

There were no matters arising not dealt with elsewhere on the agenda.



	4.
	The future of the New Forest Section

Bill Fergie outlined the reasons for the proposed winding up of the section. The proposal had been approved by Council and, when put to members at the Section’s AGM, had been agreed. Jack Sturgess was asked to comment. He noted that, having enjoyed membership of the New Forest Section and the Field Club he was sorry to be supporting the motion, but he had seen that there have been niggles for many years. The Section was unique in being geographically, rather than speciality, led. It was also prepared to campaign on issues, which the Society as a whole was not: matters came to a head in 2002 when the Section opposed National Park status, whereas Council wrote in support. Both the Section and the Society have excellent treasurers, yet there were ongoing disputes about the funding. A group met to see how the matter should go forward. Early discussions about an amalgamation with the Avon Valley Archaeological Society came to nought and at its recent AGM members voted 13 to 1 in favour of winding up the section, with one abstention. The debate was, however, carried out in a very friendly atmosphere. At the end of the meeting the dissidents voted to form a new society. Whatever body is formed to succeed the section, its members want to remain on good terms with Hampshire Field Club. All that was being asked of members at this AGM was a dotting of ‘i’s and crossing of ‘t’s. The effective date of the winding up would be 31 December.
The motion, ‘That the New Forest Section be wound up’ was put to members and agreed by all but one of the members present.



	5.
5.1

5.2

5.3

5.4

5.5

5.6


	Secretary’s report, 
The Secretary read a report in the absence of a President. She noted that it had been a very busy and interesting year for the Society. At the AGM last year the Society had been pleased to welcome Dilys Hill as its new President. Dilys had steered the Society well and robustly for the first part of the year and it was with great regret, on the part of Council, that she had needed to resign due to ill health in January. The Secretary was sure that all members wished her well and hoped that she would soon be able to join in activities. The Secretary expressed her gratitude to Members of Council, including Bill Fergie, who had stepped in to help share the work during the temporary lack of a president.

The Secretary reported that the Society had continued to run a varied programme of events in all of its sections. Many outings were oversubscribed, so the sections were obviously hitting the right note when choosing their events. A lot was owed to the hard-working section committees which put such a lot of effort into organising and managing the programmes each year. The Treasurer would shortly be confirming that the Society has remained healthy in terms of finance. The costs of printing the newsletter have been rigorously monitored and the Society has a very careful keeper in Sandy, the treasurer. Membership, stood currently at 664 individuals and 85 institutions. Nonetheless new members, particularly younger members, needed to be encouraged, and this is one reason lying behind proposals to adopt a working name for the Society and which features later in the agenda. This topic has occupied Council on a number of occasions over the last year and remains an on-going project for the coming year.

The Secretary recalled that Peter Roberts spoke at last year’s AGM about the grant scheme. Two applications had been approved since then. A grant of £750 had been made to WARG to assist with excavations at St. Cross although not all of this grant was used. At the most recent Council meeting, a grant of £7,500 was awarded for finds analysis to facilitate the writing up and publication of previous excavations at Sparsholt Roman Villa. 

The Society had also become a partner in a trust which has, as its object, the revision of the Victoria County History of Hampshire. Initially the members of the trust and volunteers will work together on specific small projects to update the Basingstoke area. John Hare represents the Field Club in this and will help anyone who is interested in the matter. 

The Society’s website had been improved now having additional information and functionality. 

The Secretary noted with regret Council’s recommendation that the New Forest Section be wound up, but saw it as a welcome opportunity for the other four sections, which have tended to avoid the area for fear of stepping on the New Forest Section’s toes, to venture into the area. 



	6.

6.1

6.2

6.3
	Treasurer’s report

The Treasurer presented the accounts (attached). Income from subscriptions and interest was up and more new members were gift aiding. Grants had been given to Sections to encourage them to get top class speakers. The cost of the newsletter had gone up: it now cost more that subscription receipts, however, subscriptions can remain at £10, a level they have been at for 18 years. Julia Sandison had done a sterling job in generating £800 from selling publications. All the sections had healthy balances. Only Landscape had heavy expenditure as it had purchased a digital projector.
The accounts were accepted nem con.

It was suggested that there be an online newsletter in a members-only area. This comment would be taken back to Council. 



	7.

	Election of Officers

There was one nomination for President: Sarah Lewin. She was voted in unanimously and took the chair. Sarah spoke for a few minutes about her commitment to the Society, and her interest in all aspects of Hampshire’s past. 


	8.
	Election of ordinary members
Stephen Naylor, Lisa Joynes and Dick Selwood were voted in as ordinary members. 



	9.
	Working name

This item had been raised at the last AGM and was being considered because it may not be obvious to some people what the ‘Field Club’ actually did. The President reported that no alternative name had yet been agreed upon by Council, which had set up a small sub group to explore the matter. A page has also been set up on the website asking for ideas. Members were encouraged to contribute to the debate. 


	10.
10.1

10.2
	Any other business

Members were reminded of the address of the Society’s website: www.fieldclub.hants.co.uk.

Thanks were recorded for the hard work of Mike Broderick in improving the website and Alison Deveson for continuing to manage membership and subscriptions. 



	
	The AGM finished at approximately 8.10pm




Bill Fergie welcomed Edward Roberts as the speaker for the OGS Crawford lecture ‘What has dendrochronology done for Hampshire?’ 
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