






















































































































































































































































































METALWOREK 81

METALWORK
GATEHOUSE AND RINGWORK TERMINALS

(Figs 5% MNos 1-21 and 60 MNos 22-39)

Few metal items came from the early phases in the Gatchouse area.
A copper alloy sirip was found the lowest levels of the passage-
way (Pre Phase I), and a small copper alloy tag end was found in
% ];haw Ia gully beside the path. Five iron nails came from Phase
Ia contexts, The fill of the flint-lined pit contmined a number of
fragments which may date to Phase Il These included a large
iron hinge steap (precise location unknown), and from the brown
laver in the pit an iron crosshow bolt, a fragment of stimup or
spur, @ piece of copper alloy sheet, and a pierced and folded
lead sheet. In the primary fill of the pit (the grey layer) were found
iron strips {one a hinge strap), and two types of nails, Twelve nails
were found in other Phase II contexts, and 16 from Phase I1-111
COMTEXTS.

Finds from the foorings for the Phase [11a chalk roadway included
nails and other fragments (and one piece of slag), and in the
chalk itself a fragment of copper alloy buckle, A copper alloy tag
end was found in one of the wall trenches for the Phase III gare-
house, and a number of others were recovered from a contempo-
rary wall footing

The majority of finds are from Phase IlIb or later contexts, The
Javers in the Phase [1Ib west gatehouse contained twenty fragments
of iron, including a bone handled knife, a door handle, padiock,
nails and a hinge strap, as well as two copper alloy pins and a folded
lead sheet with iron accrerions (similar to that found in the fMint-
lined pit). The rubble around the kerbs across the passageway con-
mined a horseshoe, three lead window cames, and two cur lead
waste strips, The brick drain in the south room of the cast gate-
house contained two lead musket balls. The small drain in the north
room contained a copper alloy tag end, and a fragment of a pin
also came from the east gatehouse. A wotal of 47 nails came from
various Phase IIIb contexts in the gatchouse, A large number of
iron nails were recovered from the west rampart, in Phase [ITh-TV
contexts, which also contained copper alloy objects including 5 pins
and 32 tag ends,

Phase IV contexts contained few non-ferrous metal objects. The
bedding material for the cobbled surface contained two window
cames and one small lead strip. The chalk layer above the chalk
foundation which divided the east gatchouse contained three lead
and one stone musket balls. Copper alloy tag ends were recovered
from a bedding trench for the Phase [V gatchouse, a chalk layer in
the east building and a pre-cobble surface in the passageway. Three
pins came from the layer above the north-cast Phase IIb drain
Iron finds consisted largely of nails (79) but there were also two
knife blades, an ox shoe and a piece of iron sheet. A few iron nails
and other fragments were found on the east rampart

The fill of the large H-shaped feature, which was probably
deposited in Phase V, contained a horseshoe fragment and a small
copper alloy tag end {perhaps related to the one found in the Phase
12 gully, which was cut by this feature). The bumnt area in the east
gatchouse contained a picce of melted window came, a bumt lead
Sinp, some tag ends and 7 pins with globular heads. A piece aof
fired lead shot was found sbove or embedded in the gatehouse cob-
bles. Ome nail, four window cames and two lead strips were recov-
ered from rubble in the passageway which may have been deposited
in the destruction phase, or following the early excavations. Rubble
deposits in the east gatechouse contained a large globular headed
pin and two fragments of World War 11 shrapnel, a piece of which
was also found in a Phase VI context. On the west side, a rubble
deposit contained & small hemispherical stud, Varous Phase V con-
texts contained 131 nails and o large staple.

Contexts assigned to the later phases contained debris which
probably related to the destruction of the house. Metal finds
ncluded iron knives, large numbers of nails, staples, spurs and
horseshoes, copper alloy buttons, pins and buckles, and lead mus-
;:"-'1 h“'“i_~ window cames and strips, and a piece of slag. Two unusual
lead objects included a six-pointed star or Aower similar to those
used to decorate the walls a1 Clarendon Palace, Wiltshire (Steanc

1984), and « long tapered plumb weight pierced at the wide end
"_n"l‘-"-l‘\ of more recent origin included two wrought iron spikes,
fragments of barbed wire, and World War 11 shrapnel

Iron

Much of the iron was in very poor condition, badly corroded or
fragmentary, and many pieces were not identifiable as objects, It
was not possible to X-ray the pieces, so drawings are in outline only
and include corrosion products,

Knives

Fragments of seven knives were found in the gatehouse area. Three
of these are illustrated, and three are missing, the other being a
handle with a fragment of bone amached (BHE3 GHW1 SF 46)
Mone has the cylindrical bone handles illustrated by Moorhouse

Phase I1Ib

1. BHB3 GHW2 (=902) 5F 48 Knife with bone handle, The handle
(but not the blade) is similar to one illustrated by Cowgill et al
(1987 No 128), dated late 14th century.

Phase V'

2. BH383 GHW1 (=17) 5F 31 Knife with handle fragment

3. BHE3 GHW'L {=17) SF 45 Fragment of bone handle with knife
tang sandwiched inside. Similar to Mo 259 in Cowgill er af (1987),
except that the handle of that one is wooden, dated earlv-mid 15th
Cenury.

Dwor Furnitnne

The door fumiture from the gatchouse area consisted of hinge
straps, & handle and a possible padlock. All those identified are illus-
trated. A number of nails, particularly those with large heads, may
be derived from doors.

Phase IT?

4. BH&2 +L1 {Grey layer SLP =769) SF 20 Hinge strap? 2mm
thick, 22mm wide, pierced ar c45mm intervals.,

5. BH82 +L1 (Section E. of SLP)} Two long pierced strips {one not
Mustrated), one with a nail (¢90mm long) sull in it hole, and 16+
natls of a similar type (one illustrared). Some of the nails have
slightly smaller heads. This is probably one very large hinge strap,
since the curved part is not pierced. There were some parches of
red on the grey surface (which may be a non-ferrous plating), and
this also appeared on some of the nails.

6. BHA2 +1.1 (Grey layer SLP =769) SF 20 Hinge? A fragment of
burnt wood was adhering to the inside of one arm. This may be
part of INo 4,

Piraze ITTH

7. BH&3 GHW?2 (=902) 5F 48 Padlock? There is no evidence for
the “shackle” being hinged, or for a key hole.

8. BHE3 GHW2 (=902} SF 48 Hinge strap’

9, BHE3 GHW2 (=902} SF 48 Dwoor handle?

Hurse Furmiture

Five horseshoes were identified from the gatehouse: one from the
grey clay laver post-dating Phase 1 in the east gatchouse, one from
the rubble associated with the Phase ITIb kerbs in the gate passage,
one in the bedding for the Phase IV cobbles, one (illustrated) in
the H-shaped feature, and one in the upper layers of the west gate-
house. Three fragmentary stirrups/spurs were alzo recovered, two
of which are illustrated. The other came from the brown layer in
the flint-lined pit.

Phase ¥V
10. BH&2 +L1 Fl1 (=547) SF 10 Half a horseshoe, only one hole
visible

Phase V=F1
11, BH&3 GHW1 (=17) Part of a spur?

Lare
12, BHS2 411 (=770) 8F 3 Fragment of spur or stitrup?
Srrectural Metatwork

Maost of the fragments of iron from this area were |mi]e-t many of
which were to0 corroded for identification. Those illustrated
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Fig 59 Basing House Citadel, Metalwork. Nos 1-21 Iron from the Gatehouse, Scale 1:4.

probably represent the most common types, bur a larger selection
15 llustrated from the ditch

Phase II
13-14. BHB2 +L1 (Grey layer SLP, =768) 5F20 Two nails with
square shafts and large square heads, At least 16 of this Iype were
present in this context,

15. BHB2Z +L1 (Grey layer SLP, =769 SF20 Small nail with pec-
vangular shaft and small head. At least 11 of o
and wers generally less corroded than the othe
different metal composition

hese were present,
T 80T, SUggesting a

Phase IT1h
16. BHA3 GHW2 (=002) SF 48 Large nail with flat square head,
Another similar but longer and without o head was also found, The

same type is illustrated by Moorhouse (Mo 110, and identified as
a door smad

17. BHR3 GHW2 (=002) SF

48 Long iron spike with circular
section,

Military Equipmens

Only one pre-World War 11 iron object from the gatehouse could
definitely be assigned 1o this category

Phase II

18. BHB2 +L1 {Brown layer SLP, =7%6) Small crossbow balr heads

Miscellaneous

. whabda® 1T

Apart from the objects illustrated, fragments of a “buckle I-I-Ip-
rf - d (74

various flar pieces of iron (533, 902), an unidentified Frool (770)

and various modern jtems were also found.

Phase [1fh .
19. BHR3 GHWI (=17) 5F 33 Small ring (1 1mm diamerer).
20. BHE83 GHWI (=17) SF 46 Riveted SITIp.

Lare
21. BH83 TERI (=953) SF 30 Unidentified object. Possibly par
of & gun or padiock.

Copper Alloy

Most of these items relate to dress. The most common finds I‘:I“T
tag ends, pins, buckles. and hemispherical mounts. Finds not . u::-
trated include g strip with rectangular section (761); a 5"'"-'# I_T'::
ment (954), lace ends (141, 133, 352, 130, 533, 350, 118, i
247), pins (351, 123, 127, 902), mounts (4, 17) and a small piece
of twisted wire (0503) prossibly from a bracelet

Phaze I] ol
22. BH82 +L1 (Brown layer SLP, =756) SF 17 Gut sheet, prod
bly the back of g buckle plate

Fgfl Ba
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Phase [Tla
3. BHE2Z GHC] (=542} SF 6 Buckle fragment.

Phase [IIh-IV

24-26. BH&3 RBW? (=954) 5F 39 Two pins with globular heads
and one with a double ringed head (see also No 28],

27. BHE3 RBW3 (=954) SF 39 Small hook of twisted wire

28. BH&3Y RBW3 (=954 5F 44 Pin with double ringed head.

19. BH&3 RBW3 (=954) SF 44 Lace end with small rivet. 32 of

these lace ends were found on the west rampart in this context.
Similar examples were found in & number of contexts ranging from
Phase Ia to Phase V-¥1 {sce Mo 30 below),

Phase V=117

30. BH83 GHW1 (=17) SF 47 Lace end (another similar was alsa
found in this context).

31. BHE3 GHW1 (=17} 5F 36 Large hemisphencal mount. These
objects may be studs, pin heads, or horse brasses.

Phase VI

31-33, BHB2 +L1 {Brown laver 5 of curved garden wall, =615
SF 7 & 10 Two hemispherical mounts, one pierced. See No 31.
3. BHE3 TWR+ (at foot of wall 919) SF 35 Belt hasp. Similar to
No 1356 in Biddle (1990), dated late 14th-early 15th century.

Lase
35. BHB2 +L1 (=770) SF 4 Double oval frame of buckle

Umphased

36. BHTY9 “Albert’s” (Unstratified) #Swivel from horse hamess

Lead

_'.'-h"'- mapority of lead artefacts were pieces of window cames and
tead sheet, and musket balls, One piece of came i illustrated, the
others being of the same ype (561, 306, 105, 149, 953, 968, 0503),
ncluding one which had melted {118). Some of the cut lead strips
ok also have been parts of windows (561, 396, 557, 105, 118,
152, 615, 053), Twn folded lead sheets were found, one with an
from mceretion (902), and one pierced in three places (756), prob-

33

TL Y b

26 27 29
30

7l

34 35

38 =i
39

Fig 60 Basing House Citadel. Metalwork. Nos 22-36 Copper Alloy, Nos 37-39 Lead, from the Gatehouse,

ably originally used as roofing marerial. The musket balls varied in
size from 10mm (72), through 13mm (124, 130}, 15mm (above
951, 953), l6mm (124, 1307, 17 and 18mm (0512), v 20mm
(124). One piece of crumpled lead appeared o be a fired musker
ball (90).

Phase IITE

37. BH&1 561 Window came with H-section. The quarry would be
e2mm thick, Similar fragments were found in contexts dating to
Phase TV and laver.

Phase V-VT

318, BHE2 +L.1 (under cobbles, =114%) Six-pointed star or flower,
possibly used as decoration, No evidence for pin or fastening attach-
ments which might sopgest it was a badge. Similar (8-pointed)
objects were found at Clarendon Palace, Wiltshire, where they were
interpreted as part of a design commissioned by Henry Il for one
of his chambers (Steane, 1984)

39, BHA3 GHW1 (=17} SF 25 Plumb weight

THE DITCH

(Figs 61 Mos 40-63 and 62 Nos 64-67)

Iron

The iron finds from the west ditch consisted of 45 nails, 6 frag-
ments, 11 staples, | wire, 1 washer 26mm in diameter, a curved
staple, a sheet fragment and one penknife.

The finds from the east ditch were more mteresting, and included
a padlock and hasp {(454), three cannonball fragments (460, 462,
0522}, spurs (461}, buckles (461, 0502}, knives (461, 0502}, and
a sickle fragment (0502). Large quantities of nails and other iron-

mongery were collected

Emrows
40, BH79 155 Fragment of fron blade berween two copper
alloy strips, with fragments of shell artached. Probably a penknife,

smodermn.
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Fig 61 Basing House Citadel. Metalwork. Nos 40-63 Iron from the Ditch, Scale 1:4.

41. BHBZ 461 Part of knife blade, bolster and Hng.
41. BH82 0502 Knife blade and sguare-section bolster,
43. BHA2 0502 Part of knife blade, possibly modern.

Tools

44, BHEZ 0502 Part of a sickle?
Door Frorminere

Parts of locks were found (461) too fragmentary for illustration.
45. BHA0 454 Padlock and hasp,

Horse Furmiture

Une modemn-stvle horseshoe was found (461), a5 well a5 a
horseshoe (illustrated) which may have been an amuler.
were alto found,

46, BHR3 0501 Small horseshoe.

47-49. BHE2 461 Fragments of three rowel spurs. No 49 iz simj-
far to Moorhouse’s Mo 83, dated 1o the late 16tk century. Mo 47
is comparable with a spur found in Winchester (Cunliffe 1964, Fig
53 No 4), dated to the carly 14th cenfury.

small
Three spurs

Structural Metakwork

Large numbers of nails were Collected, some of which are illus-
trated. There were also staples, a washer, hooks, and stakes, One
of the nails (05307 was sll embedded in plasterfstone. The nails
illustrated, together with those from the gatehouse area, represent
most of the types found in recent excavations.

50. BH79 140 Long nail with square facetted head,

51. BHT9 140 Two long nails with rour
one not illustrated was slightly longer)
51, BH79 140 Wide flar noil with square head

53, BHT9 140 Three small nails with oval facetted heads. A simi-
lar one was also found in context 156,

wded pyramidal heacds {the

54. BH79 140 Three small nails with square shafts and flar hexag-
onal heads.

55, BHT9 156 Thick nail with square facetted head

56. BH82 461 Wide flat nail with rectangular head,

57. BHE3 0501 Rectangular wedge-shaped nail with square .hu.:.l
38. BHS2 0507 Short nail with square facetted head, similar to
Moorhouse's Mos 04-95,

59. BH83 0523 Tapering nail with large square head

60. BHT9 140 Small curved staple with round section. .
61. BHB2 0515 Small stake or hook, similar to Moorhouse's Nos
116-117

Mulicary Equipmens
Fragments of three cannonballs were found (ot illustrated).
Mizcellaneons

Apart from the Mustrated items, various pieces of wire (140, 5021,
# curved ?handle with round section, sheers, and a moderm meat
skewer (all 0302) were also found

62. BHT9 140 A small button with an iron back, copper alloy odg-
ing and glass centre, Possibly modern. :
63. BH82 461 Square buckle. Two others were also found. JT‘II‘I
type of buckle may form part of horse tack, as a large number Il‘il
them were found in the stables arca of the New House, R
0 1990. The fact thar there are three in the east ditch, ‘_“"J ."N_'.]
clsewhere, may suggest that ar least some of the marerial foun
there was derived from the New House

Copper Allay

Very few copper alloy items were found in the ditch, Two hu:["‘lf-"‘
(140) were probably of late date (onc was brass). A Jarge pin :.-
skewer (452) with a heavy spherical head apparently L.‘_.m‘l-mnf.-"l" A
0 be of bruss, but its purpose and date are unknown: £

it may aks
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modem double-ended clock key also came from this context. A pos-
sible curtain ring (0502} was also found, Two other items are illus-
trated _ . . .

&4, BHE2 462 Part of a cast buckle with curvilinear decoration
Similar 0 Moorhouse No 170

5. BHS2 461 ?Swivel with pendant, from horse harness?

Lead

The majority of lead artefacts from the ditch were window strips
(461, 462, 0501, 0502, 0530), but there were also sheet fragments
(0502, 05227, musket balls (9mm [40; 17mm 461 & 463; 18mm
461}, fired shot (0502), melted fragments (461, 0501, 0502, 0530},
and ‘ingate sprues’ (462, 0502) One piece may have been a frag-
ment of slag (0502). This, together with the meled pieces, the
ingate sprucs and the cut sheets, is clear evidence for the produc-
tion of musket balls on site using roofing lead. This is mentioned
in a contemporary newspaper, Mercurius Aulicus, for November
16eh 1643 (Adair 1981, 28}, which states that “the ladies and gen-
tlewomen [were] as eamnest as any in melting lead 1o set forward
the work', Other documentary sources describe the stripping of any
remaining lead from the House in the plunder which followed the
siege

66. BHR2 461 “Ingate sprue”, probably the waste from the wop of
a small muskest ball mould.

67. BHB2 0519 Rectangular piece of lead pierced in two places.
Possibly a fishing line weight.

COINS AND TOEKENS

GATEHOUSE, RINGWORK TERMINALS AND
DITCH

Only eleven coins or tokens were recovered from the gatchouss and
ditch area. Those which can be identified are all of 16th century
or later date. Coing were identified from Grueber {1899) and jet-
1ons with the aid of Bamard (1916]

Coins

It was possible 1w identify only three of the coins. One, from the
upper layers of the west ditch (BH79 140), was a George III penny.
The second was an Elizabeth silver sixpence dated 1568 in poor con-
dition (BHEO 402). The only gold coin from the sxcovations came
from the primary fill of the east ditch (BHS81 460}, and was identi-
fied as a Charles I unite, in fair condition. It was issoed in 163041

Jettons

The earliest jerton from the site was from o Phase I1-111 context
(BH79 141). This has been identified as the trimmed centre pan
of an Anglo-Gallic jetton, 11-12mm in diameter. The obverse was
very wom but may have been a fleur-de-lys, whilst the reverse
showed a long cross cotting an inner circle cantoned by groups of
theee pellets (similar to Bamard, Anglo-Gallic jerton Mo 45).
Probably 14th century or carlicr

Five jettons were identified as Muremberg Rechenpfenmige, These
were as follows:

L. BHBZ +L1 (7707 Diameter 25mm. Obverse: three crowns and
three s around o rose, GLICK:KVMPT:VON:GOL. Reverse:

Fig 62 Basing House Citadel. Metalwork. Nos 64-65 Copper Alloy, Nos 66-67 Lead, from the Ditch,

EBewchsapfel in trilobe; HANS rosette SCHVLTES NOR. As
Barnard Pl 33, No 82. Maker dated wo £1550-T4, but could be
later,

2. BHB2 0514 As 1, corroded and bent.

3. BHE2 0527 As 1, bent and ?cut {picce missing).

4. BHB0 163 Diameter 22-23mm. Obverse: theee crowns and three
fys around a rose, WOLF LAVFER IN NVREMBERG RECH.
Reverse:  Reichsapfel in  trilobe; rosctte GOTTESSEGEN.
MACHT.REICH roseme, 16th-early 17th cenmry.

5. BHT9 120 Mot cleaned, but probably as 4. 21mm diamerer.

There was also a small wom copper alloy disc, probably the mid-
dle portton of a Muremberg jerton (¢l 6mm diameter). It had been
trimmed down, perhaps to be passed of as a coin or for some other
purpose.

Three of these jemons were recovered from the ditch (2-4), one
was in a Phase V context (5), and one was from a Late context (1).
The cut-down oken was from the east ditch.

MISCELLANEOUS SMALL FINDS

GATEHOUSE, RINGWORE TERMINALS AND
DITCH
(Fig 63 Nos 1-5)

Stone

Very few stone objects were found. Two small round stones (one
22mm in diamerter) may have been used as shot, Both came from
the south room of the cast gatehouse, one from chalk above the
cross wall footing (124, Phase IV}, the other the brick drain (130,
Phase 11Tk}, Both were found in sssociation with lead shot.

Pre-Phase 1
1. BHE2 L4(5) (=761) Fragment of quem stone. Dark coloured
medium-grained sandstone. Unknown source,

Phase IV

2. BH79 146 Fragment of whetstone. Same stone as Mo 1
3. BH79 146 Fragment of millstone. Deposits of mortar on iis upper
surface, Dhark coloured fine-grained vesicular basalr

Phase V
4, BHS2 0505 Half an oval jet bead.

Worked Bone or Antler

Omnlv three bone objects were found. Two of these, 2 fragment -.‘I'n\.:l:ll'i
-:.-I-.L'.W and o small 7pin head (458), came from the ditch. The third,
a croashow nut, was found in the H-shaped feature n the u'.m:hmm-
pissage (547). Three iron knives had bone handles (see RON)

Phase V . . :
5. BH&2 +L1 F1 (=54T7) SF 5 Antler crosshow nut. Very similar
to an example lustrated in Biddle (1990) by A G Credland, who

explains the use in detail.

Miscellaneous

f burnt material and slag were collected, Two small

A few preces & i
: 5 <t garchouse (971) may be

pieces from the lowest levels of the we
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Fig 63 Basing House Citadel Miscellancous Small Finds.. Nos |

Antler, from the Gatechouse and Ditch. Scale 1:2.

burnt brick. Two pleces of slag were found in the east diteh (0500 U

and fowr wadent 1 b

i fragmenty abwy came from that mres
which has wlentified

(502}, Other burnt mate

LT cTaimbe b

| )

sildng matenial. glass) ha cen bncluded

m the

Ippropnate secton. Slag lumps were abso found in AsnaCuatien with
iron (T26) and lead (0502

FLINT

GATEHOUSE, RINGWORK TERMINALS AND
DITCH

ldentificarson by Peter Makey CAS
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ANIMAL BONE

| flake with 2 notches {opposite, darsal left and right), minimal
retouch, densely patinated. Neolithic/BA

1 piercer (secondary flake} with moderate dorsal distal retouch
forming the (blunted) point. Neolithic {or BAZ),

| denticulare with 4 points, notched abrupt retouch on venrral
fght, densely patinated flake. Neolithic’BA.

|_.|-|5,i.\_f..\|i1]!| with obliquely blunted point, abrupt retouch proxi-
mal to medial left, proximal and distal breaks, densely patinared,
yruncated by post-depositionnl break. Later Mesolithic.

3 hladelers (all broken), light edge damage, heavily patinated.

7 blades (6 broken, 4 densely patinated, 2 moderate, 1 light), 1
rypically Nealithic? :

| possi early gun flint, broken, crude, !}uml

2 smull non-bulbar chunks, 1 densely patinated.

| bumt unclassifiable feore fragment

| heavily patinated ?natural

Phase TV
BHA1L 517
Retouched secondary flake

Phase V7
BHE3 GHW L1 {17}
1 broken secondary. fake
1 blade with dorsal scars, proximal break, distal hinge termination.

Lae
BHTY 136

1 scraper

Unphased — West Disch
BH31 407
| tertiary flake with hinge fracture.

SHELL

GATEHOUSE, RINGWOREK TERMINALS AND
DITCH

The majority of finds in this category were ovsters (Ostrea eadulis),
339 coming from the gatehouse, and 37 from the west rampart.
They were collected from contexts of all phases from Pre-I to Late,
although over 80% (272 shells) were from Phase IV and larer con-
texts. As there are no figures available for the 1982-3 excavations,
however, during which some of the earlier contexts and layers
were investigated, these statistics cannot be regarded as conclusive.
The only other shells from the gatehouse aren were also of edible
shellfish, & mussel and winkle from Phase 1ITb, and a cockle from
Phase

Large quantities of shell were recovered from context 954 on the

87

west rampart (Phase IIb-IV), a context which also contained quite
large amounts of animal bone and 16th century pottery. If this food
waste is related o the use of the fluss uncovered in the west ram-
part building, then it seems likely that the area was used for food
preparation. The shells included over 25 kg of cdible winkles
(Liorina littorea), two pairs of edible cockle shells (Cardium
edule), 5 mussels (Modiolus modiolus) and 8 common snails (Helix
aspera), a2 well as the ovsters mentioned above

The only other shells collected were 21 oysters from the west
ditch, a whelk (Buccinum undarum) from the east ditch, and a
quantity of ovsters from the kitchen area;

ANIMAL BONE

GATEHOUSE, RINGWORK TERMINALS AND
DITCH

Reasonable quantities of animal bone were recovered from the gane-
house, ditch and kitchen in 197983 (18 boxes), but only fnds
from securely dated contexts were submitted to Adrenne Powell of
the Centre for Human Ecology & Environment, Southampton for
anilysis. An exception was made for finds from the Kitchen range
(see Chaprer 6],

A total of 1725 fragments came from the gatchouse, Although a
proportion of the bone was in excellent condition, the bulk was in
avernge to poor condition. Owverall, only 24% of the sample was
identifiable, a relatively low proportion for a Medieval and Post-
Medieval assemblage

Of the bones that could be categorised, a high proporion were
of cattle and sheep. In Phases 1-11, pig was also present, as well as
red or fallow deer (Cervus elaphus/Dama dama), rabbit and bird
The Tudor to Civil War lavers (Phases 11 to V) contained the most
banes. Canle and sheep were again the main domestic animals iden-
tified, with lower numbers of pig, and small amounts of horse bone,
Roe deer (Capreolus capreolus), red/fallow deer, small rodent,
domestic fowl and other bird, frog/toad (Rana/Bufo) and fish were
nlso represented. Rabbit (Orycrolagus cuniculus) was particularly
numerous in Phase V levels, bur the good condition of the rabbit
bones, both in the gatchouse and the kiichen, suggested that they
were intrusive. In Phase VI layers, there was little bone, the iden-
tifiable matenial consisting mainly of sheep, pig, rabbit and domes-
tic fowl.

Bumnt bone was present in three gatehouse conrexts, and gnawed
bone was common. Some ageing information was available from
the sample, and evidence of burchery was frequent, mostly in the
form of chop marks. However, the small size of the identifiable
sample precluded further analysis.

Archives: A1979.10B; A1983.13







Chapter 6

The Citadel Kitchen Area

The Excavations and Finds

Fig 64
remove =T kb -
; Ld~_h1:[ the Tudor drain remains in situ. The angled layers of the ringwork bank can be seen in 24
cross-section. | |

I'he Excavations

1[}“‘ "XEH"'H_ﬂ”n in the Kitchen Area (Fig 21, Area 2)
Lfi%rf::;: ’{'-'"1 ]‘?’Iﬂﬁ. The name derives from the con-
e ) r'-}\ ens unq p;'u.b'ﬁlht:: bu};:;hnu-.aus. built
5 € rngw m'!r. in this vicinity, and it was antici-

E;;:L‘fﬂ:::mﬂ:’.ﬂ}' finds might reflect this function. In
ke I:.. m‘vd'-il.‘-'}"lurtutnlt}' was 1r.nkcn to examine the
Civil "2';"::1-" .“ 1111!‘3' wall [G}.‘itL‘ if it rnprcsu‘_ntr.'d a post-
o dl:u:rmi?:-nﬂ:“ ph.:n.'u (Phase "'.’I.ju_ Also it was hoped
Bk e - . e original dimensions of the ringwork
» Its date of construction, and the way in which

The Citadel Kitchen Area viewed from the north-east. A 3m length of boundary wall has been

the Tudor buildings had been inserted into it
Context numbers 300-33 1 were allocated to this area.
The archive consists only of a basic plan and section,
however, and a good photographic record. As the
context sheets for this area are missing, it has not
been possible to divide the results into detailed
phases.

A 3m length of the ‘boundary wall’ was examined
and removed. Immediately beside the wall was a
brick-built drain of Tudor date (303). The wall itself
was composed of broken brick, and sloped towards
the ringwork at an angle of 157 from the vertical. The
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‘Cricket Boundary Wall

Fig 65 Basing House Citadel Kitchen Area 1980. Diagrammatic section showing the relationship of the
medieval ringwork bank (325, 327) to the underlying brown clay (330) and the later features.

face on the ringwork side was rough and unfinished,
These factors suggest that the area berween the ring-
work and the boundary wall was originally filled 1o
support a raised walkway. The wall stood on a flint
cobbled surface, which in turn lay across the stubs of
Tudor walls, and presumably represents another
phase in post-Civil War activity.

Beneath the cobbles was a layer of redeposited
chalk (329). No dateable finds were recovered from
this material, although two post-holes cut through it
may tentatively be interpreted as scaffolding posts for
Tudor wall construction. Beneath this chalk the core
of the original ringwork bank was visible (Figs 64 &
65). In this area dark brown clay (330) exists nearly
2m below present ground level, and the bank was
composed of numerous lavers of clean and dirty chalk
incorporating thin lenses of dark clay and flint (325,
327). It extended approximately 4m towards the cen-
tre of the Citadel, and had been cut back to the ver-
tical for the insertion of the Tudor brick walls. The
chalk removed in this operation had apparently been
spread across the interior of the site (328), sealing
earlier foundations. The base of a flint wall-footing
s0 buried was noted disappearing beneath the wall of
the Tudor Greatr Hall.

A narrow section (1.5m wide) excavated into the
bank failed to produce any dateable material, bug
three sherds of coarse medieval pottery were recov-
ered from the old ground surface,

The Finds

Pottery
(Fig 66 Nos 1-2)

Few sherds were recovered from the arcit. As with the gatehouse,
medieval and later medieval pottery was found at all levels OFf the

Fig 66 Basing House Citadel. Portery. Nos 1-2
from the Kitchen area, Scale 1:4.

other sherds, however, only three were red ware (17th/18th century
types), all from one context {305). The remainder were all from
stoneware bottles or nags of Cologne/Frechen varieties. Two of these
are illustrated in Fig 66.

1. BHBO 300 Rim of a ?Frechen stonewars jug, light brown salt
glaze externally, reduced surface, pink internal surface with some
small ill-sorted iron inclusions. 16th century.

2. BHEO 300 Rim of a Cologne jug, glazed clear with small I""'-'-'"”f
of brown, with a stamped rose decoration, grey-buff fabric and
intermnal grey glaze, 16th Ceniury.

Animal Bone

Many of the contexts contained animal bone, All the Kitchen Ares
bone was examined by Adrienne Powell of the Centre for Human
Ecology & Environment, Southampton. Although the layers had not
been phased, it was felt that the bone in an srea associated with
food production could be of significance,

In all, 521 fragments of bone were assessed. Only B was ""'f
very good state of Preservation, while 23% was so fragmentary
to be hardly identifiable. Just over 40% of the sample could be
sorted by species, Some 56% of the identifinble domestic mamm
bones were of cattle, followed by sheep (32%), pig and horse. 1 |'-'L;’_"
was, however, o high propertion of rabbit bones in the :‘-'"-“r'“ .
ncluding 81 bones from two parvial skeletons. The condition of
these bones when compared with others from the same conlest
(300} indicates thar they were intrusive, and rthe rabhit populatod
at Basing House toduy 18 considerable

Some bumnt and butchered bone was present in the sample, bt
no further annlysis was carried out because of the poor qualify oF
the overall assemblage, Owster shell was also present.
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(ther Finds

! 1abs of limestone, presumably roof tiles, were found
: Rt J 5 .
s k?:b-l1 ey context (321). Fragments of white plaster with white-
i ] 1 L« L1 - ;
2 I:c \nr surfiice were found in context 315 and heat damaged
waih On OnE SWERHCE e
flints were retained from context 33(
1

Conclusions

Historical sources show that the kitchen belonging
% ‘Dl'i House was in use between 1530 and 1645
o Ol

a1

(phases III o V of the Gatehouse chronology). The
finds from the 1980 excavarion are consistent with
the interpretation of the adjacent area, with its prob-
able bakehouses and ovens, as the kitchen, Stoneware
bottles are the most abundant pottery finds, and
quantities of animal bone and other food debris were
also recovered. Whether the whitewashed plaster
walls and limestone tiled roof are contemporary is not
clear.







Chapter 7

The Citadel Bank

The Excavations and Finds

Wall Foundations

Fig 67

The Excavations

{;{_ ﬁ;fﬂ_;ﬂfldﬁhp occurred over an 8m length on
offered !h'f ¢ of the ringwork (Fig 21, Area 3). This
e Tank Lt:tEtTPUTlur11l}' to determine how much of
enciects: hu:\r“ngcf! to the pre-Tudor (medieval)
War ﬂﬂg%nuurinmlfthj if any, was the result of Civil
Civil War gard 5:-"1 _-'ﬂd hl}_\‘-'_ much the product of post-
Sut for Lhi ening activity. A 2m wide section was
area (Fig ﬁ?rjllrljr;::ﬂu 11.1 the east end of the affected
revealed m-'id:n.-;n fJ}"’-“'ﬂl of the turf and topsoil (1)
medieva]. Tu(lurl_- UL three main I[."L‘l'lUdh of activity:
of minor phase 3T post-Civil War, with a number
ses also evident.

Citadel Bank Excavation 1988 — General Plan,

Interpretation

Medieval

In this area the ringwork bank appears to have been
built in two phases. Initially it was raised to a height
of 5m above the current internal ground surface, and
was composed of fine grained chalk (4) and red brown
clay with flints (5). A thin cccupation soil (3} then
developed on the level summit of this bank.
Subsequently the bank was increased in heighr by a
further 1.2m, the material again being fine-grained
chalk (2). Finds were limited to a fragment of combed
flue tle and a samian sherd, bath from layer 2. The
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Fig 68 Citadel Bank Excavation 1988 — West facing section.

Fig 69 Citadel Bank Excavation 1988 — East facing section




THE EXCAVATIONS AND FINDS

Fig 70 View of the Citadel Bank section from the
east. The old ground surface 1s visible just below the
midpoint of the ranging pole; the adjacent voids are
rabbit burrows.

source of these items is presumably the Roman site
just to the south, examined by Combley et al (1968),
but there was a general absence of finds of later peri-
ods. By analogy with the evidence from the Citadel
Gatehouse and the Postern Gate the main body of
the ringwork bank (4) must be medieval in date. It
also seems likely that the bank heightening (2) is a
medieval rather a Civil War addition as it was totally
devoid of any brick or tile fragments (Fig 70).

Tudor

A “11}531"-’6 brick wall (6) was built on the inside of
the ringwork bank. It ranges from 0.8m 1o 1.2m in
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width and stll stands to a hei
it has lost at least 0.8m of irs upper levels. The plas-
tered inner face is also much obscured by 19th cen-
tury walls and buttresses. The wall had been built up
against the medieval bank. On the east facing section
(Fig 69) it was flush with the surviving rampart, but
on ,.d“. opposite side of the cut (Fig 68) it diverged
sufficiently for layers of deliberate infill (7, 8 and 9)
1o have been necessary, Within this material, trodden
surfaces (eg 7a) could be discerned. The wall clearly
belongs to William Paulet’s 16th century renovation
of the Citadel.

ght of 2.3m, although

Civil War and Later

The brick wall 6 suffered substantial robbing of its
upper courses. In the area of the west facing section
(Fig 68) the robber trench could stll be discerned
and contained a deposit of clay with brick, chalk and
mortar (11). Above this a more variegated layer of
red clay with brick, flint and chalk content (10) rep-
resents the final capping of the bank. A roughly con-
structed brick and stone wall footing (13) was inserted
high on the inner face of the bank, and weak brick
walls (14 and 15) were built on the outer face. It is
possible that these features were added during the
siege, but more likely that they result from post-Civil
War landscaping in the late 17th century or later. One
definite landscaping activity evident in the east fac-
ing section (Fig 69) was the demolition of wall &, and
the dumping of a mixed deposit of red clay and rubble
(12) which created a more gentle profile to the bank
in this locality.

The Finds

The only finds were a piece of combed fluc tile, and a sherd of
samian, both of Roman date and both from layer 2. This fine-
grained well consolidated chalk is likely o have been excavated from
the area of the external ditch and it was in thiz locality that Combley
et al (ibid) found the remains of late Iron Age and Roman occu-
pation. The absence of brick debris or Tudor finds in the bank
make-up (layers 4, 3, 2) would appear 10 be conclusive evidence
for a pre-Tudor construction date for the ringwork bank.

Archive: A1988.41







Chapter 8

The Citadel Postern Gate

The Excavations and Finds

The Excavations

The existence of a postern gate on the eastern side
of the Citadel has been long suspected. In March
1066 heavy rain caused a landslip in this location and
subsequent investigation (see Chapter 3 p30) revealed
walls of stone and brick, flanking an apparent
entrance through the ringwork. As the work was lim-
ited in extent, the full sequence and significance of
the gate was not established. Further slippage encour-
aged more work in 1983, bur it was not untl 1991
that a concerted attempt was made to reveal the defin-
itive picture (Fig 21, Area 4).

The objects of the 1991 excavation were 1o remove
fallen material, create vertical sections to the north
and east; and examine the sequence by excavating
down to the surface of the gate passage (Figs 71-73).
The work involved the removal of several layers of
loose infill from the passageway itself (9 and 14) and
several lavers of consolidated matenial (4) which rep-
resented the deliberate narrowing of the gate in the
Tudor or Stuart period,

In contrast with the Citadel gatehouse, there was
no surviving metalled surface in the passageway.
Reference to the walls indicated where the original
surface would have been, however, and beyond this
4 cT0ss section revealed a brick-built drainage chan-
nel (5) and a shallow silt-filled gully (8). It also
resulted in the unexpected discovery of a male human
skull, found inverted in the gully silts (Fig 74). The
significance of this find is discussed below.

Interpretation

Six F'h_a:se*.: of construction and modification were
recognised, as follows:

Medieal

In the medieval period the south side of the gate was
fepresented by a substantial wall of mortared flint
l“-.“h malmstone quoins (1). It was at least 5m in
;:TI.RTJ“ an‘j‘]_gif“ ]'H height, although this may have
_‘I_*'-ﬂ modified in Tudor times (see below). To the
;::_}__.;1:::3” section was excavated behind the flint

+ and the bank material here (15) was

almost pure chalk, identical to that noted in the 1988
rampart cut to the south (see p93),

Tudor

During the major refurbishment of the Citadel the
postern was narrowed, and its passageway length-
ened. This was achieved by the construction of a sub-
stantial brick wall to the north (2), and the addition
of a brick wall (3) to the south. The north wall had
been subsequently slighted, but it was clear that it
revetted a bank of mortar, broken tile, brick and chalk
{4). This apparently filled much of what must have
been a substantial Medieval gateway in this area. The
brick-built drain (5) led out almost centrally through
the new gate passage (Fig 75).

The south wall survives to a height of 3.6m and
has a ‘beam slot’ 0.4m in depth at a height of 2.5m
from the ground, which continues in the brick cap-
ping on top of the medieval wall. A stair tower (6),
now represented only by its foundations, may have
been part of this complex,

Later Tudor

The inner opening to the Tudor gate was originally
splayed, but it was modified and narrowed and I!.lmL'd
into a doorway, rather than a gate by the addition a_:uf
stub walls (7a and 7b). The date of this alteration is
not clear, but it may be linked to the construction of
the New House.

Crodd War

As noted above, no convincing road or floor 5urfz_tc'_c
survived in the gateway, One linear feature was visi-
ble, however, the small gully (8) where the skull was
found.

Post Gl War

Some time after the assault on Basing _Hﬂusc in 1645,
the Tudor brick wall on the north side nf_ the gate
was partly demolished, and the passageway filled w.:Lh
brick rubble (9). Soon afterwards insubstantial brick
walls (10, 11 and 13) were constructed m_a]lnwl :}w
complete in-filling of this area (14). This acuvity
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Fig 71  Citadel Postern Gate Excavation 1991 — Plan
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Fig 73

rate of tooth wear. The state of attrition of the teeth of this indi-
vidual suggests that he was aged between 18 and 25 ar death
However, his third molars are present, and the basi-occipital surure
is fully fused, both of which suggest he was ar least 21 years old,

The length, breadth: and height of the skull could not be M-
sured, but the general appearance suggests a round-headed (brachy-
cephalic) individual. There is o trend vowards brachycephaly in
European populations after the Saxon period. The facial messure-
ments suggest that he had a broad face but & narrow nose. The
absence of post-cranial evidence means that the height of the indi-
vidual could not be estimated.

A number of non-metric or genctic anomalies were seen in the
skull and atlas (first cervical vertebra), There was a left parietal fora-
men, at least one lambdoid wormian bone, bilateral post-condylar
canals and a precondylar tubercle, and more unusually, a parietal
notch bone was present on the right. The atlas superior facet was
double on the right, and there was an atlas bridge also on the right,
Theae traits would be useful in a large group for suggesting family
relationships

Only the maxillary teeth could be studied, all of which Were pre-
sent except both first and the left second incisors which had been
lost post-monem. Cariows lesions had affected four teeth out of the
13 remaining. All appeared 1o have started ar the tooth neck, where

they were quite small on the right second incisor imesinl surface)

Citadel Postern Gate Excavation 1991 - East section.

and the left second molar (buccal surface). The lesions on the ;.-:ghl
second and third molars were much larger, covering 25% of the
crown of the former and 40% of the crown of the latter, The pulp
cavity of the third molar was open, and an abscess wis startog &
develop around the root of this tooth. Slight calculus was seen o
all the teeth, although it was heavier in the right molar regon. ”“1
might be the result of favouring the lefi tecth, when the pun o9
the right side became too grear, The high prevalence of dental "'"f:f‘
in this individual, particularly as he is thought to have been q‘l'_lll':
young, is suggestive of the increased carbohydrate cOnSUMEREE
seen in post-medieval populations. :
Two conditions associated with iron deficiency anemia u.'-."n:‘ﬂ .
on the skull. There appeared o be cribra orbitalia (porotc "FLI
Brothwell 1981) of the right orbit, although the area was brotc
and it was difficult 1o be certain. Signs of healed porotic h‘.«'F“rI' :
tosis (slight thickening, pitting and striation of the lel-f:iﬂ:‘ 'hl.ll
erally along the sagittal suture} were also present. In "JJ“IN:T
small wart-like growth (4 x 7mm), probably a bengn l.1.‘\-[v:\1ﬂl.u.| 42
present on the left side of the frontal bone below the remporal 8¢
It is unlikely 1o have affected the individual in any way.
The most dramatic pathological lesion was a 40mm long S
ning diagonally from c8mm to the left of the bregma on the ‘;_-1:
nal suture across to the right parietal. A slight crack was alsd P the
on the endocranial surface, although the cut did not penerelt

en
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Fig 74 Postern Gate Excavations viewed from the
west showing the human skull as found in the shallow
gully next to the brick-built drain.

Fig 75 View from the intenor showing the
successive narrowing of the west end of the Postern
Gate passage.

Fig 76 Skull from the Citadel Postern Gate. The

sword wound is clearly visible.




102 CHAPTER 8: THE CITADEL POSTERN GATE
L H!/

Fig 77 Carved stone head from the Citadel Postern
Giate; probably the emperor Marcus Aurelius

skull, The wound was unhealed, burt it is unlikely to have been the
cause of death. Such a cur might kill an individual after a few days
if it induced a brain haemorrhage, but lack of evidence for healing
or any inflammation shows that this did not happen here. Indeed,
a likely scenario, given the circumstances of the find, would be thar
the man was knocked out by a blow to the top of his head, and
whilst disabled he was decapitated. As the mandible, hyoid bone,
and other cervical vertebrae, all of which might be expected to show
cuts in a case of decapitation, are missing, it 15 not possible to show
exactly how the head was severed.

Summary

The skull of a youth or man in early middle-age was
examined and found to have a number of genetic
anomalies. It also displayed a high prevalence of den-
tal disease, and pathological lesions consistent with
iron deficiency anemia. The most dramatic lesion was
an unhealed sword cut to the crown and this, together
with the evidence for decapitation, suggests that the
individual concerned mert a violent death.

Fig 78 Carved stone head from the Citadel Postern
Gate; possibly the Carthaginian general Hannibal.

The Sceulpred Heads
(Figs 77 and 78)

These fine pieces of 16th century craftsmanship are stylistically
comparable to the head of Hadnan found on the site at the :"-“'-
of the century. One probably portrays the emperor Marcus Aurehius.
and the other may depict the Carthaginian general Hannibal i
references do survive 1o the gquality of work being executed ot Basmg
in the mid-16th century, and one of these is noted by Hubbuck
{1998). He draws attention to an extract from an account book fof
building work done at Basing in October 1569, Among the '.I.;I':!-"-
listed is that of Humfrey Lovell, the Queens Master masof, #1°
may have been |]1'|.'-|'|]'L'cd.1.'|."|!|1 the -.iL'r-Jng of earlier work at Basimg,
and was known 1o have recommended Robert Smitheon, anollt
well known designer, for works at Longleat, This link may F'n' 5 3
nificant in that the French mason-carver Allen Maynard was nowm
to have worked at Longleat, and may well have i
Basing's stonework up to ¢1565

conl ributed

Archive: A199] 31
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Chapter 9

The Walled Garden

The Excavations and Finds

The Excavations

The area now known as the Walled Garden is essen-
ually a large rectangular terrace ¢150m x50m,
bounded to the north-west by the course of the
Basingstoke Canal (Fig 21, Area 5). The curtain walls
to the north-west and south-west appear to be origi-
nal, or on the onginal line, as do two towers which
housed dovecotes, at the western angle and to the north
{see Chapter 2). In the 1980s the surface of the Walled
Garden was gently undulating, and had been subject

1o a number of known disturbances, ranging from use
as vegetable allotments from the 1940s, to the instal-
lation of a swimming pool in the 1960s.

Excavations were carried out in 1982-83 and
1987-88 (Fig 79). The two principal objectives were
to examine the area for evidence of the onginal lay-
out or structures, eg walls, paths, fountain bases and
bedding trenches, and to examine features down to
subsoil level (or an agreed depth) so that a period
garden could be created without the destruction of
unrecorded archaeological evidence.

Thatched Tower

Fig 70 Walled Garden Excavations
1982 & 1987-88 showing the approx-
on of trenches, areas exci-

imate positi
T \lls.

vated and the location of the wi
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Fig 80 Walled Garden View of the 1988 excavation
of the wall foundations. The corner dovecote is in the
background.

1982-83
Six trnal trenches were excavated by machine at the
northern end of the site by the YTS team in 1982.
In all the trenches the chalk subsoil was approxi-
mately 0.5m below the surface. Four of the trenches
contained lengths of brick wall foundation and there
was some evidence for a ditch. These features were
left in sit and the trenches have now been backfilled.
In December 1983 a narrow machine trench was
cut across the garden from the gate in the orchard
wall to the vicinity of the north dovecote for the instal-
lation of power lines. More fragments of wall were
uncovered, forming a right angle, but their reladon-
ship with the walls seen in the previous year was not
fully established.

198788

In 1987 attention focused on the southern end of the
garden, an area ¢40m x 40m. A full section across the
terrace was excavated by hand, as well as an exten-
sion to the south-west. Brick wall foundations were
revealed on three sides of the terrace. In the trial sec-
ton a number of gullies and pits were encountered
but they did not suggest a coherent garden plan, and
some were of considerable depth. Between the cur-
tain wall and the nearest terrace wall a massive chalk
bank was revealed.

CHAFTER 9: THE WALI ED GARDEN

In the summer of 1988 the wall foundations were
fully exposed along three sides of a 30m square (Fig
§0). They survived on the north-west and south-eas
sides as 4 or 5 brick courses. On the south-west side
the wall had been almost totally removed, but a rob-
ber-trench backfilled with broken brick and mortar
could be discerned. The arca within the walls wag
stripped and levelled by machine but no more
features were seen in what, depth-wise, was a com-
paratively limited exercise.

Further landscaping work in 1989 during the con-
struction of garden paths adjacent to the exhibition
building (modern Basing House) in the south-east
corner of the garden, unearthed the foundations of a
wall and a worn brick surface, together with a thin
layer of destruction debris.

Interpretation

The work in 1987-88 allows a sequence of three
phases of activity to be proposed:

Phase 1

The curtain wall was constructed, and the terrace cre-
ated by the removal of chalk from the uphill (south-
east) side. Much of this material was employed to
make substantial banks against the curtain wall, and
to the south-west. The bank against the curtain wall
was compacted by the passage of numerous carts, and
the resultant wheel ruts were clearly visible running
parallel to the wall. They presumably represent the
passage of many loads of building marerial employed
in the construction of the towers (dovecotes) and
upper reaches of the wall. The south-west wall was
constructed in a footings trench cut into the summit
of the south-west bank.

Phase 2
With curtain wall construction apparently complete,
the compacted surface of the north-west bank was
covered by a dump of orange clay containing flints
and tile fragments. This material spilled down the
slope of the chalk bank to a point at which a mortar
base (0.8m wide) had been laid to take a brick “'3_]]
footing. The footing survives to a height of 0.5m (0
courses). It is matched to the south-east by a similar
wall set against the foot of the chalk scarp, at the
same absolute level. Four courses of this wall remain
TR

These two walls are parallel, but lie on a E'Eigh‘l_?
different axis to the main curtain wall, There is V-
dence for a contemporary footing to the south. At the
west corner the wall survived as seven courses, capped
with bricks set on edge. The walls were apparently
only a single brick thick (9 inches), but half bricks
were often mortared behind this skin, sometimes OVt
a considerable distance.

Phase 3 3
When the demolition of the inner walls took place 1t
was a thorough operation, and was accompanied .h}'
dumping of clay soils containing chalk and nle, which

T
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JASING HOUSE WALLED GARDEN s
j’.:yse.ihhf sequence and dating of actvities
15305 i) Scarping, quarrying, dumping (medieval sherds, tile and Beich).

ii) Construction of curtain walls, towers, chalk banks (tile and brick).

iii)  Construction of ‘inner walls’, ?horizontal levels attained, ‘sunken garden’ created.
164245 iv) Civil War siege. Walls and towers breached for musket T
16508 vl Inner brick walls demolished and removed to foundation level.
17008 vi) Garden soil imported, path(s) made.

vii)  Central path shown on plan of 1750-60 (revisions 1790s) but not archaeologically

detectable. The first path evident from excavation is of early 19th century date.

1800-1940s  viii) Vegetable garden well worked, subsidiary paths and plots created. Known from
aerial photographs (Fig 8) and surface indications. (Pottery, glass, metal, animal

bone, etc.)

Fahlc 3. Walled Garden — Possible sequence and dadng of activities.

resulted in @ saucer-like profile for the inner area.
Subsequently, garden paths composed of chalk,
roughly metalled with flint, brick, dle and potsherds
were laid, dividing the area into small rectangular
plots.

In the absence of closely dated artefacts, a possi-
ble chronology for the Walled Garden 1s presented in
Table 3.

The Finds
(Fig 81 Nos 1-22)

A great variety of finds came from the area of the kitchen ganden,
meluding pottery {particularly transfer printed and domestic glazed
wares), glass, clay pipe, metalwork and animal bone. All relate 1o
the distribution of household rubbish in the “vegetable garden’ arca.
Casunl losses included coins of Victoria and Elizabeth 11, a cricket
ball and roys. One deliberate burial was that of a dog, bur the shal-
low nature of the grave suggests a 20th cenmury date. Earlier mate-
nal included brick and tile, and sherds of medieval and Roman
date. One lead musket ball was recovered from the garden soil.

Pottery

A few small sherds (346g) were uncovered in the 1982-3 excava-
tions, A number of these were of Saxon or Medieval date, mostly
fepresenting unglazed cooking pots in sandy and flint tempered fab-
B A few picces of green glazed Surrey white ware were found,
ehuding one sherd of a green-brown glazed decorated jug in a
course sandy white fabric (illustrated), The rest of the assemblage
conssted of Post-Medieval red wares, many of which may repre-
“:Im Barden pots, and 19th-20th century transfer printed wares. Mo
Hemewire was collected. The relatively small amount of later pot-
;Ealﬂl\ﬁ:} E‘Tmlug‘: may be a result of the retention and dis-
The mmum‘ﬂl}"“mll'-_'n_a.l Ih-i time, which was not l'cc*:lj'd.i.‘d.

slightly grearer q;:l:"-_"-tu*”ff-h'd from the 1987-8 cxcavation was
Thec: e Uhrm:.-l b ﬂ-jl ot consisted |~r a similar range of wares.
Rt printed war '-1. F!.f'-'-llk‘l' F?rﬂ.;w-nmn of 19th-20th century trans-
the lube] "‘..-'|c|-|:: rﬁﬂ_\,j.rﬁln'ﬂ.'lm {one glazed 1_'.;-|nhc|:|w:u:¢' jar bore
5 b contained : h '.’.mkﬂ!-'_ from the upper levels. These lay-
Again, some s ui_‘ﬂ"\d'";“".“'- Surrey white ware and red wares.
dem yse A will s e E'-“I-IF type I:I!li.l}'. have been mtended for gar-
ber or thick-walleg t'”";h fragments of modern plant pots, a mfm-
found, some with mul"" PI'-IH- with intermnal redbrown glaze were
face (rom the S “f‘.LE:' or :ﬂump-:d decoration on the oufter sur-
Similar wize gng fons vitke-up). A rim sherd from a large bowl of

to some of the red ware examples may be

derived from Verwood, Domset, One interesting find from Layer 02
was o small stoneware ointment pot with khaki glaze, and the
inscription “S. Green 2 Union Place Lambeths’ in blue transfer
print. Much of the pottery from the lower lavers was of Early 1o
Late Medieval dare, ; :

A small number of finds was made during the landscaping of the
walled garden i 1990; one is illustrated (No 12).

Owerall, the greatest proportion of pottery by weight consisted
of red wares, the majority of which were large bowls or dishes.
However, stonewares and cream wares were also very commen, and
probably outnumber the red wares if the number of vessels which
they represent is taken into account.

For descriptions of the fabrics refer to the pottery report for the
gatchouse and ringwork terminals (see phl).

BASING HOUSE WALLED GARDEN
Pottery Group Totals (Weights in grams)

Morth South Total
Group 1 0 0 0
CGiroup 2 20 58 138
Group 3 78 58 136
Group 4 14 147 163
Group 5 155 1510 1665
Group 6 0 3 731
Group 7 17 770 76
Verwood 0 40 40
Tonal 346 3323 3660

Tahle 4: Walled Garden - Pottery groups.

1. BH82 WGO01 Jar rim in Fabric 3.3 Mudit}'nl?

2. BHE2 WG02 Rim in Fabric 2.7 Medieval? '

3. BHS2 W01 Large red ware bowl with internal red (clear) ghaze,

2 i : 7 . " P wdieval.

sesibly intended for garden use. Post-Medieval fommali

E" BHE2 WG02 Sherd in Fabric 4.3a, decorated with incised lines
— a g - Heer ]'j

and ghized brown/green. Late Medieva "

5. BHAT WG02 Small pot in Fabric 4.3a with patches of green

glaze externally, rather coarse and possibly smoke hldc-k'-;j”ﬂ-l.gju.:

6. BHET WiG02 Surrey white ware jar rim with internal ye ﬂ?l. “,

Fabric 4.1b. The glaze was bumt in one small area l.?:h :;L:“l::Jih

7. BHA7T WG02 Black glazed stoncwire lid, moulded? 19th/Z

cenmury?
s Tobilc 5 lazed. A similar rm
% BHAT WG04 Rim sherd in Fabric 3.1, ung J*:ﬂ e o

sherd, although slightly more everted, was found

VIO, e
9. BHAT WG02 Stoneware ointment pot in light huJT}fal-rm

, 1 4 e 1 TUry?
khaki glaze and inscoption in blue glaze. 19th centun




106 CHAPTER 9: THE WALLED GARDEN

1 _]_ e |

4 |

17 18

&t

8

‘=- — :[raummtrﬁnmmm?

12§ =

1

w

21

Fig 81 Basing House Walled Garden. Pottery, Ceramic Building Material, Stone, Glass and Clay pipes.
MNos 1-6 and 9-14, Scale 1:4; Moz 7-8 and 15-22, Scale 1:2.

10-11. BHB7 WG Path make-up Fragments of two red ware pots
with internal red/brown glaze and stamped/rollered patterns exter-
nally. Probably garden omaments.

12. BH90 WG White ware rim sherd with impressed decoration
17th century?

Stone and Cernmic Building Material

Although large quantities of brick and tile were uncovered during
the walled garden excavations, very little was kepr. The 1982
collection congists of rwo red rubbed'moulded bricks, probably of
Tudor date. Most of the ceramic building material recovered in
1987 was flar red and grey roof ule, plus a few bnck fragments
Two tile fragments had deposits of melted glass adhering to their
surface, and can probably be dated 1o the pre-Civil war period

Omne fragment of very sandy, light buff coloured plain plaster or
rendering was found in the wp layer.

Four small fragments of slate were found in the two upper layers.
The use of slate at Basing House has already been noted 1 con-
nection with finds from the gatehouse and ditch excavanons

Cme small block of stone with deposits of mortar was f““"‘?' and
another fragment of shaped stone had apparently been ysed as @
whetstone. A small piece of calcite was also found

13. BH82 WG Middie E-W Trench Moulded red brick. Tudor? 5
14. BH87 WG01 Small shaped stone, possibly a whetstone. BU
coloured medivm-grained sandstone.

Glass

Most of the gliss from Walled Garden contexts was window of
bottle glass. The window ghiss dated from the Tuder period ! i
quarries and two blue fragments) 10 modem times (fgreenhouse e
glass). Most of the bortle fragments were of 19th century of lver date

F B R e
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Chapter 10

The New House

The Excavations and Finds

The New House (Fig 21, Area 6) has seen compar-
atively lirtle controlled excavation in recent years, and
has considerable potential for future work. This
section therefore reports in interim fashion only on
the discoveries of 1990, which can be considered
gs the first chapter in a new phase of work at the
site, rather than the last elements of an existng
project.

The area of the New House has suffered modifi-
cation and disturbance on a number of occasions.
The first was probably in the early 17th century, when
the family had over-reached themselves financially in
entertaining Ehizabeth I; dehiberate dismantling of
parts of the House appear to have followed. The next
episode was the destruction caused by the Civil War
siege, and the fall of Basing, when the major attack
was launched from this quarter, Following this, the
deliberate robbing of building materials was probably
most acute at this nearest point to the village, and
then the construction of the Basingstoke Canal drove
a sinuous trench right through the heart of the ruined
complex. In more recent times the area has been dis-
wrbed by the extensive but shallow excavations of
1875 to 1908, and the deep and untidy work of the
late 19605,

The full extent of the disturbance to this part of
the Nt'rn' House has only become plain with the
festoration of Park Hill Cortage, and the acquisition
by Hampshire County Council of a further strip of
lmd_adja“m to the in-filled canal. It now seem
“eriain that the cottage was built directly onto the
forthernmost corner of the New House, which
:;il:ﬂsl the north-west range ¢75m in length, and a

'l range appears to be represented by a sub-

Stanm , . ; :
P tal wall running just to the south-west of the line
of the canal,

The Exc avations

The 1990 ¢
and Augugy
mngi:_
Wide
pu
19

Xcavation was a three week season in July
on the surviving parts of the north-west
ﬁn.am“ of 25 x 15m was opened, with a 2.5m
WT;dEE;:.bau'}k being left for access and r::t'-:rcnu:l
67 and ],_.fés‘:" -n'_'“ !‘-'?il_‘lls-' back-filled 1rr:-m:_hez-. of

9 were identified and emptied. One of

these had laid bare the remains of the north-west wall,
the other had revealed the mouth of a drain in the
south-west wall. The emptying of the backfilled turn
of the century trenches allowed much of the outline
plan to be HPPI‘ECjHIEd. Work then centred on the
removal of the substantial layered deposit of brick
rubble, broken tile and ashy soil from the interior of
the building. The adjacent bank to the west, and the
area to the north were also examined.

The excavations showed that the north-west range
of the New House had been terraced into the natural
slope thereby creating a substantial undercroft (Fig
83). The inner wall — with its stair towers — was deeply
founded into the namral chalk, but the outer wall
merely stood on the subsoil surface. This may
account for its almost total disappearance. In one
area, however, it stood on the line of a ditch of
medieval date, and in this softer material a tile course
survived n siu.

There was no evidence for an entrance from the
north side, but more than half of the range was
destroyed during canal construction, and the door-
way presumably lay in this area. The building had a
solid chalk floor throughout, Wear patterns against
both inner and outer walls suggested that this had
always been so, and that no made or laid floor had
been removed. In this surface a number of features
could be seen which gave some clue as to the
function. _ .

The largest of these was a central drain, yh:;h ran
the length of the building before disappearing into 4
brick arched tunnel. To the south east of thc_ drain
was a series of substantial post holes. On the fmdcnlc':
of four surviving examples, these could be paired with
wall sockers 1m above floor level. This arrangement
suggested some form of stalling or manger, ﬂ_ndhllt"“
probability is that the building funcrioned as a sta i.s\.
The surviving area could have accommodated some
16 or 17 horses. The location of a stable, close to

Jarr yate, 15 approprate.
(h':.;:;iﬁ:r{-:i'njdctsﬂs uIF construction are wnrr.?l)’ of
note. The westernmost corner, shown as having a
il . Peers (1909, Plate BT7)
south-westerly projection by Peers ( ! hich
has no such feature. In addition, the lesser wall, ?leis
does run away to the north-west, could be trace
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Fig 82 New Housc Excavations 1990; plan of the north-west range.

Fig 83 General view of the New House ¢ i
i s¢ excavanions from the north-east. s = + the stable ck was
terraced into the slope. S Aising bow) e kiR

ihl‘a:;:l:h-:iz.mrk. It appears to delineate the bailey ditch.  post-Civil War demolition exercise, which went so far
t = }I’t'”; ¢s of mortar surviving on the semi-circular  as to strip out the brick ]i.m'm_..s;:d flooring of the
pases of the st owers indicate that above 2
these quuc:u:c:";.r::;:'TEI::::::::;:L?HI;T above ground  central drain, This results in limited evidence for te
§ : Lo an. constructi it actically
The overall i 551 « grai . ction and demolition phases, and pracucai
ekt mpression o be gained from the exca-  none at all for the presumed i d of occupation =
vation, however, is one of an extremely thorough 1560 to 1645 o
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Chapter 11

Conclusions

Despite the various difficulties cpcuunt::n:d during
the excavation and post-excavation processes the
archaeological investigations reported here represent
a considerable step forward in our .unr_furstandlrng _““F{
appreciation of the histur}-f of Basing House. This is
particularly true of the Citadel, or Old H"“.J“‘ but
the work in other areas has also reaped considerable

rewards.

The Citadel

The excavation of the Citadel Gatehouse has allowed
the identification of six main periods of activity, rang-
ing from defensive ringwork to romanticised ruin.
Whilst this basic sequence is not in doubt, a key fac-
tor throughout has been the paucity of finds which
makes absolute dating difficult, particularly for the
earlier periods.

One of the most taxing questions concerns the inj-
tial date of construction of the Basing House ring-
work defences. Our preferred view is that Basing
House superseded the as vet unexplored and undated
carthwork at Oliver’s Battery, as the principal defen-
sive site in the locality. Oliver’s Battery is located near
the Roman road crossing of the River Loddon,
whereas Basing House provided a better defended site
on higher ground. It is probably not insignificant that
this later location was also adjacent to the site of a
Roman villa,

This sequence would allow Oliver’s Bartery to rep-
resent a Conquest period motte and bailey castle con-
structed by Hugh de Port, and Basing to be an
oproved and updated residence built by his son
[h::“g;huzeﬂmﬂﬁmn John. A date in the first half of
tence of Ih'l“”{gﬂ““‘lk:‘ il SEJTy wa e etk
admittedly Enignmf[ﬂf‘t c;tu:rnuld rnal_:u- sense of the
date, to the ‘old ca tLl -l:r¢ Lnlvan?f: - Imd_l?rh i
byt cvi:icnc;‘ e ath ‘axfng (p _4]. Further cor-
dates for the cnnstrucf'an ‘!: mu“d g loopted
(1136), Old Saryme ::‘;?};ﬁ 3%‘1:: ringworks at Mcrch.}n
tence by 1141) \ ) and Ashley (in exis-
“_(Eini"‘]m?:a;':'l‘ﬂhﬂd the medieval defensive circuit
lin anﬁ_te‘i from rebuilding and remodel-

% and suffered from he vicissitudes of neglee

ecay, Rl‘fumisah]e i 1IJ €5 of neglect and
on gf the outer gatet[::-'l;xrj e e consteuc

er and

: inner gatehouse
the western side of the gatehouse on

dpproach to the main gate,

and the heightening of the ringwork. The absolute
dating of these events is not possible, but they span
the late 12th to late 15th centuries. The Postern Gare
appears to have been in existence throughout this
period.

In the 16th century a new lease of life was given
to the site by the ambitious plans of William Paulet,
The transformation appears to have involved two
phases of Citadel Gate construction, with the first
Tudor period Passageway possibly acting as a tem-
porary entrance while the grand design was being
hatched. By the second half of the century the
approach to the Old House would have involved
crossing the brick-built bridge, passing through the
impressive gatehouse with its octagonal corner tow-
ers, and emerging into the fan-shaped courtyard.
With the advent of the Civil War and in particular
the siege, a number of defensive works were put in
place. In the area of the main gate chalk block walls
and dumps of clay with flints were added 1o the outer
face of the rampart, and it is presumably this sort of
preparation which was credited with being able to
withstand cannon shot in "The Soldier's Report’ (p
6). An even more desperare measure is suggested by
the ‘H’-shaped feature in the gate passage. This must
represent the barricading of the gate itself, bur
whether this was a permanent feature of the siege, or
4 response to the final assault, cannot be ascertained.

By contrast the Postern Gate, although reduced in
width, appears to have provided a means of access to
the Citadel throughout the siege. If this was the case
it is easy to imagine it being a key defensive point in
the final attack, and the discovery of the human skull
in this location is a grisly reminder of what took place
here. Other evidence of the razing of Basing is to be
found in the burnt layer present in the Citadel gate-
way. .

The amount of time taken over the dcmu#!ir!ﬂf'l of
Basing House remains a matter for conjecture. The
small but significant engraving by Dunstall (Fig 5)
clearly shows the damage inflicted by the attack of
October 1645. The date of the artist’s '“"'5Iir is not
known, although the print was published in 1653.
What is depicted by Dunstall is the burnt-out shell
of the house, before large-scale robbing and quarry-
ing took place.

'gl'h:: ncixt identifiable episode is the fashioning _‘"fﬂ
landscaped approach to an enclosed garden or vine-
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vard. Close dating is again difficult, but the observa-
tions of Celia Fiennes in the 1690s are probably the
most relevant here (p 9). By this time the gatehouse,
and indeed the buildings within the Citadel, had been
levelled, and soil imported to make the garden grow,
Some difficulty remains in deciding whether or not
all the insubstantial walls and buttresses around the
inner face of the rampart were created at this ume,
but the majority clearly were. The excavations which
took place between 1875 and 1908 resulted in the
removal of all the garden soil from the Citadel, as
well as considerable quantities of brick and stone rub-
ble, as cellars and other subterranean features were
cleared. One surprising revelation was that much of
this spoil appears to have been dumped into the main
ditch terminals, even though a corresponding part of
the exercise was the excavation of the adjacent bridge.

The Walled Garden

It is clear that there was a major planned feature in
the area of the Walled Garden by the mid 16th cen-
tury, installed as part of William Paulet’s refurbish-
ment and landscaping of Basing House, A horizontal
terrace was created, enclosed by low brick walls, but
there is no evidence for what went on there. It was
probably not a formal garden, however, because of
the absence of identifiable fearures such as beds and
paths. Possible uses for the terrace might involve a

CHAPTER 11: CONCLUSIONS

tilt-yard, for gentle jousting, or as a bowling green.
The interval towers in the Curtain Wall would have
served as ideal vantage points. Their transformation
into dovecotes came later, at an unknown date, bur
certainly post-Civil War, and therefore presumably
after the restoration of the site to the Paulet fami]y:

The New House

The work on the north-west range of the New House
demonstrated just how thorough the robbing of the
fabric had been in some areas. Despite this, the essen-
tial plan and function of the building, a substantial
stable housed in the undercroft, could be ascertained,
and this bodes well for the future investigation of
other poorly preserved parts of the site.

Finally, it is to be hoped that the ten seasons of
archaeological excavation reported on here will serve
a dual role for Basing House. On the one hand they
may be seen to draw a line under the extensive, intru-
sive and sometimes erratic investigations of the 19th
and 20th centuries, whilst on the other they demon-
strate beyond any shadow of a doubt the guality of
the surviving evidence and the enormous potential of
the site. The opportunity to redefine a forward plan
and project design for Basing House to fully realise
this remarkable potential, is one that should not be
missed.
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The fate of Basing House in October 1645, during the English Civil War, is well known.
What was once the 'greatest of any subjects house in England, yea larger than of the Kings
Palaces” was sacked and looted by Oliver Cromwell, at the end of a three-year siege. [t was
thoroughly demolished soon afterwards. Today the area of the house, a grassy ruin
extending to some 18 acres (7.3 ha), is looked afier by Hampshire County Council as one of
its heritage sites, together with other features of the estate such as the Great Barn. '

Archaeological excavation has taken place at Basing since the late 19th century, and much
of this work has been published in outline form. The areas investigated have in the main
been back-filled. This report describes the excavations by Hampshire County Council
Museums Service, between 1978 and 1991, together with brief summaries of the previous
work, and of the surviving elements of this once substantial estate.

Front cover: Basing House, aerial view 1994,
Rear cover: Citadel gatehouse under excavation in 1982, viewed from the north.



