






























































































































































































































































































































































































































































FABRIC GROUPS

3-26

e
Ny r e
N

\ - =K |
ki R o g (3 )
bt 30 —
{5k o aal) I
LY ../.l T # —— |..1.. )
\ { { o F
o ST, - D
i =
" 2 J e
e b AN
iy - o
il e o
-~ e e b=

|
5-7

o “r

=
—
o

5-11

5-10

ITOUp 5 riles (j)

]:Lg 63 ¢



i CHAPTER 10: THE MEDIEVAL FLOOR-TILES
280

i oy
- \ s
/ r
.|' !
A,
e i ] s
5-19

Fig 64 Group 5 tiles (ii)

RFGI 5-3 (RAD 102), RFGI 5-12 (RAD 103), REGI 5-4
(RAD 104}, RFGI 5-8 (RAD 105), RFGI 5-16 (RAD 10},
RFGI 5-14 (RAD 107), RFGI 5-13 (RALY 108)

.1
imroduction pp 121-122 above),

Discussion

As would be expected tiles were found in differing
quantities during different seasons of excavation,
but there would appear to have been large

differences in the ratios of identifiable to

unidentifiable. These may be the result of

different collection or post-excavation policies, but
are treated here as real differences. The lml'l'll'””'_Ur
fragments does seem to be dependent on the size
of the excavated area, suggesting that all parts of
the abbey that were investigated contained similar
amounts of tiled areas, excepr inside the west end
of the church.

The five archaeological excavations can be
divided into four areas for comparison of the
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these are the Eastern Chapels
o 1"} (RA 1073); the Parish Church
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Group 1

Norton, relying on Winchester Colle
uggests a late 14th-/early 15th-
enary date for the ‘Otterbourne” tiles
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Group 4
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14th or early 15th century.
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In 1395-6 clay was moved from Farnham to
Otterbourne to produce tiles that were then
transported to Winchester. In 1396-7 45,800 ules
were imported from Flanders and in 1411 tiles
and the tiler to lay them were brought from
Newbury (Norton 1974, 28-30, 39-41). It could
be argued that the great boom in floor tiles was
over and the crafts people were few and far
between by the later 14th century, but the earliest
reference to floor tile production in the county, in
1241-2, involves the production of tiles at
Marwell for Winchester Castle some 14km away
(Norton 1980, 53).

The similarity of the fabrics used for the same
designs in Christchurch, Salisbury, and
Winchester (Norton 1980, 57) which seem to be
paralleled ar Romsey suggests that petrological
analysis of the fabrics used to make rtiles of the
same design could help to solve this problem.
Norton'’s suggestion of seriation could also be
used to approach the problem through the designs
by examining the degradation of dies and their
gradual replacement (Norton 1980, 57). As more
work 1s done it is likely that centralised production
with distribution over long distances will be found
to have been taking place in the 13th as well as in
later centuries.

As the majority of the Romsey tiles have been
examined it is possible 1o make some statements
on this subject.

Romsey Group 1 is a product of the
Otterbourne industry, some 24km to the west of
Romsey. It was operating in the 1390s burt
possibly ceased by 1411 when Winchester College
had to obtain tiles from the Newbury area rather
than nearer home (Morton 1974, 30). It has no
designs in common with the other fabrics at
Romsey. These tiles perhaps mark the zenith of
the Hampshire industry with designs being found
all over the county. All the tiles so far examined by
the author from a number of sites in north and
south Hampshire are of the same standard fabric
pointing to standardisation, perhaps to a full-ome
industry.

The Group 2 fabrics 2, 3, and 6, are variations
of a hard, sandy clay possibly also used for tiles
bearing these designs at Christchurch and
elsewhere in Wessex (Norton 1980, 53-55). All
were probably produced in the late 13th century.
It is argued here that the variations in the fabrics
are the results of different episodes of
manufacturing at the same production cenrre.
The episodes may not be far removed from each
other perhaps reflecting annual cycles of
autumnal clay digging, winter weathering, and
summer tile making and firing. However, if o nly
a year separated the production of each fabric
one would expect more overlap in the designs.
The present evidence suggests fabrics 3 and 6
were chronelogically closer than 2 and 3 or 2
and 6. One variable, at present unquantified, is
the length of time a die might last. The

CHAPTER 10: THE MEDIEVAL FLOOR-TILES

variations in fabrics within the group, the
different parting mediums used, and the
different methods of making the keys are
evidence of a lack of standardisation. perhaps
from vear to year or from worker to worker, The
designs of this group are widespread and they are
found in large quantities. If the tilers were
itinerant they perhaps moved from area to ares
supplying a number of sites from a suitable clay
source, on the other hand if the fabric variation
represents seasonal work they were perhaps only
part-time tilers with tile-making fitted into the
agriculrural cycle.

Of the twenty-eight designs identified, eleven
are found at Winchester sites and twelve are found
at East Wiltshire sites, with only six being found
in both areas. Of the six found in East Wiltshire
but not in Winchester, five are not found
elsewhere in Hampshire except at Romsey, Six are
known only from Romsey, which forms a link
between the Wiltshire and Winchester groups. If
this fabric group was produced only at one centre
these differences could be chronological, with the
tile stamps gradually changing over time as the
sales area expanded. Analysis of the fabrics of the
parallels could well prove fruitful in defining kiln
sites or itinerant tile makers but it is outside the
scope of this work,

The Group 3 fabrics 4 and 5, are again
variations of a single fabric, and could well
share a clay source, The designs show less
overlap than do fabrics 2, 3, and 6, particularly
the lack of lion, griffin, or bird designs in fabric
4, but this may be due to the small numbers of
tiles present in that fabric. The distribution of
the designs is predominantly in southern
Hampshire, with only four out of the 31
designs being paralleled in Wiltshire. A source
in southern Hampshire is suggested and a
study of the fabrics of the Wiltshire tiles may
well show that they were imported from
Hampshire.

Fabric 7 is only represented by two fragments
out of 544, It may also be the latest fabric. It was
possibly a locally made tile made to order for
repair work. The small size of the fragments
prevents further research into distribution at
present,

If medieval tilers did have a standard pattern
book of common designs we can see whart part of
it looked like by combining all design types that
are found in more than one fabric at Romsey.
These 26 designs are some 30% of the designs in
Groups 2 and 3 (Fig 65). The rest of the
production from each firing/kiln/production
centre and the number of such centres remains 10
be identified but the Hampshire tiles include nine
lions, nine griffins, and ten birds in branches (Rix
1974).

There is obviously scope for a great deal more
work to be done on the medieval floor tiles in the
counties of Hampshire, Wiltshire, and Dorset,
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Table 10 Provenances of parallels to designs in Fabric 1

RAD No 1 2 3
RFGI No. 1-3 1-1 1-2

Barton Stacey X

Kimpton

Metley x X X
Otterbourne
Popham

5t Cross
Woorton

Winch Cathedral
Winch College
Winch Brooks
Winch Hyde
Wolvesey Palace X
Faringdon x
Alton X
St Denys

Southampron X
Basing

Kingsclere

Selborne
South Harting
Titchfield
Warblington
Durford
Shulbrede
Lewes
Binsted

OO oMM MM
=
b

Mo oW oM oMM MM

Table 11: Provenances of parallels 1o designs in Fabric 2

RAD Mo g 10 11 12 15 14
RFGI Mo 2-15 2-16 2-24 2-18 2.6 2-5
Beaulieu % X

St Denys X x X

Selborne X x

Winch Cath X % X

Winch Caoll X X

Winch Brooks
St Cross
Wolvesey Palace X X
Faringdon X X
Binstead X
Christchurch
Sopley

Gt Bedwin
Amesbury
Salisbury X
Clarendon

Mortusfont

F.
s
E
w

-

oM oE R

and Romsey will undoubtedly prove to play an
important part in any future study. Romsey has
produced more tile designs than any other
monastic site in Hampshire. The fact that new
tile designs were recovered from the last
excavation in 1979, when over 100 had

5 6 T 8 il i

1-4 1-5 1-8 1-9 1-6 =7

o

X

- 4 X X X

X

x X

x X

X X

X X X X

X X X
X

X

X
X

X

X

x

X

x

x

X

x

x

15 16 17 21 63 67 71 80
2-9 2-3 2-38 2-32 240 2-31 245 2-25
X
X X
X
X
X
X

previously been recorded, suggests that the
Romsey total has not yet been reached. These
two facts taken together suggest that what has so
far been recorded for Hampshire throws light on

only a small part of the medieval floor tile
industry,

™

g

(5
o
iﬁfﬂ;
e

2

RERERRLRATRNNA

Ty

FEREERE

E
o

a=

A FERER

il
i

-

Vi



E FROVENANCES

12 Pr ¥ of dexign p I n Fabri
!
[ I rAD No i IR LY ¥ o SR 1 24 25 2 F
\ 215 2-17 242 24 2-11 2-8 2-33 2-36 2.41 2
[ I v
&1 [ & X ¥

i N X
q . X X X % X ¥

W B ol % X W - %

Winch Brook x . X
W scy Palace X X

Wcs
Ot Bedwin n X
- 3

Kings

[ mabw |

Monisfont

Table 13: Provenar f parallels decigny in Fabric 4
) i ) ¥ 32 )
-3 5 b-11 1—1# -2 3 -1

Winch e

Wincl X X X

Winch ( i,

E7 T & Wiolvese X

L. 51 Cross -
Celhrme X

i Beaulieu X X X
Metl X

Sopley X
\meshury &
by 1

bie 14: Pr of parallels to destgrs im Fabric 3
35 i 5 14 M i1 i3 4 1%
=109 3=12 %4 2 317 318 335 32 a4 3
i X 1 x X X
A X L X X X x L
n X
= anr X L]
1
Winch Brook x % " x % x X

a5
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Table 15: Occurences of Designs in Fabric 6

CHAPTER 10: THE MEDIEVAL FLOOR-TILES

RAD number 1l 23 24 25 27 46 47 48 49 50 51 52 53 54 5556 37 58 39 68 70.72 75 78 70 gy

Sine
Winchester

Cathedral

Cathedral Green

College

Wolvesey

St Cross

Hyde

Brook St

5t Mary

The Brooks
Southampton *Friary
Southampton St Denys
Metley
Beaulicu
Binsted
Selborne
MNursling
Faringdon
Wherwell
Hartley Mauditt
Kingsclere
Timsbury
Motmisfont
Titchficld
Clarendon
Amesbury
Salisbury Cathedral
Salisbury Chapter House
Great Bedwwyn
Kevnsham
Aldbourne
Tarrant
Shaftesbury
Christchurch
Sopley

RAD number

A note on the decorated
floor tiles recovered during
excavations conducted from
1980 onwards Paul Spoerry,
BTech PhD

Excavations since 1979 (Table 16) have produced
further examples of decorated floor nle designs as
identified in Russel’s report. In addition to this,
eight of these known designs were recovered in
new fabric-design combinations. Four of these
new fabric-design combinations resulted in the
design being present in more than one of the
fabric Groups identified by Russel. This is
important because in Russel’s report, only one of
the 108 designs was found in fabrics from more
than one fabric Group. The four new examples
identified in Table 17 (right-hand column)
therefore make a total of five ‘shared’ designs
between Groups 2 and 3 and the implication is
that a greater relationship might have existed

24 25 27 46 47 43 49

X X

51 52 53 54 55 56 57 58 59 68 70 72 75 TR 79 Bd

between these two ‘tile production operations’
than had previously been assumed.

Table 16: Excavations

HCC Accession
Code

Site Name

13-15 The Abbey

Romsey Abbey West

Romsey Abbey, North Side
Romsey Abbey, South Side of Nave

A1980-83
Al1988-6
Al988-7
Al001-18

New Designs (Fig 66)

The 1980 and 1991 excavations also produced a
total of nine new tile designs (Table 18). These
are shown on Figure 66. Seven of these new
designs were recovered in Group 2 Fabrics, whilst
two were recovered in Fabric 4, of Group 3.

None of these new designs has been fully reconsmmucted, although
the probable complete form of most is not difficult to guess.
Exceptions are RAD 113 (RFGI 2-52) and RAD 115 (RFGI 3-33),
unless the tamer is simply a variant on RAD 104 (REGI 5-4).
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Fig 66 Additional tiles designs from excavations since 1980,
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Table 17: Summary of New Fabric and Design Occurrences

Design New Fabric
(RAD & RFGI)

RAD 22 / RFGI 2-11 Fabric 2
Fabric 4
Fabric 6

RAD 20 / RFGI 3-11 Fabric 6
RAD 41 / REGI 3-18 Fabric 3
RAD 51 / RFGI 2-29 Fabric 3
RAD 58 / RFGI 2-34 Fabric 2
RAD 59 / RFGI 2-35 Fabric 2
RAD 66 / RFGI 3-25 Fabric 6
RAD 72 / RFGI 2-7 Fabric 3

RAD 110 (RFGI 2-50) and RAD 112 (RFGI 3-32) both
have some similarities with RAD 40 (RFGI 3-17), RAD 41
(RFGI 3-18) and RAD 105 (RFGI 5-8), whilst RAD 109
(RFGI 2-49) may be similar to RAD 26 (RFGI 2-4), although
this is by mo means certain,

RAD 111 (RFGI 2-51) and RAD 114 (RFGI 2-53) are
both variants on RAD 54 (RFGI 2-28), although they all
undoubtedly derive from different dies or blocks and are thus
classified as separate designs.

RAD 116 (RFGI 2-54) is a fragment of a heraldic beast,
whilst RAD 117 (RFGI 2-55) 15 possibly a variant on RAD 60
({RFGI 2-37).

On the whole these designs conform to the sort of panern
book previously described by Russel {above p 138) and there is
little need to elaborate on them further.

Occurrences
(one, unless stated
otherwise)

wo examples

two examples

Table 18; New Designs

RAD Number RFGI Number

109 2-49
110 2-50
111 2-51
112 332
113 252
114 2-53
115 3-33
116 2-54
117 2-55

Cross Fabric Group
Crecurrences (where

present)

2/3

23
213

]
o

Fabric

Fabric 2
Fabric 6
Fabric 2 & Fabric 3
Fabric 4
Fabric 2
Fabric 2
Fabric 4
Fabric 6
Fabric 6
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Fibec:
Fibrc

Fabne
Fabrrd
Fabec
Fabrick

Chapter 11

Human Skeletal Material from
Romsey Abbey and the United
Reformed Church

Introduction

The full reports on the human skeletal material
from the Abbey and United Reformed Church
excavations can be found in the site archive
Oshorne 1988 and 1990). The following report
includes the more or less complete skeletons,
including those whose provenance is unidentified,
and those fragmentary burials which can be
assigned to identified graves with varying degrees
of confidence. The entries which have been
omitted are those fragmentary material from
unidentified contexts, or non-burial contexts,
where the human bone is residual.

The Introductory sections of the two reports,
and in particular the statements of methodology,
have been combined. The entries published in the
skeletal inventories are as written, with the
addition of the provenance where identified, and
the phasing where applicable.

The Skeletal Remains from
excavations at Romsey
Abbey 1973-1979, and at
The United Reformed
Church 1989 by Christine
Osborne, BTech MSc

M-'L‘T.hndnh}m'r

Sexing

:‘:'“.”'K it based primarily on those characteristics of the skull
.|r..i. pelvis which differ Berween males and femaleés Oither
ndicators (though by no means as accurate) include longhone

:"1::1"”“'“"1“ {principally those of fernoral head and humeral
il # =P - ¥
tad dismeter and clavicle length) and the general size and

robusticity of the bones, It is not possible 1o sex immature
remains a5 the characteristics of sexual dimorphizsm only
develop during puberty,

Ageing

There are a oumber of problems assoctared with the ageing of
adult skeletons and it has become increasingly clear that many of
the criteria used do not necessarily give accurate results. Because
of thiz an adult skeleton needs 1o be fairly complete and in 2
good enough condition to exhibit a number of ageing criteria
which include generative disease related to increasing age,
changes at the pubic symphysis of the pelvis (only reliable for
males), visible epiphyseal fusion lines and the paterns of wear
on molar teeth, Although the later will vary depending on such
factors 9% diet and ante-mortem tooth Joss. Even with a fairly
complete skeleton in a good condition the age is often restricted
to one of three broad ranges — young adult, middie-aged adult
and old adult where voung indicates individuals in their 205 rid
early 205, middle-aged suggests late 308 and 405, and old would
be those of 50+ vears. Overlapping of these ranges is mevitable,
The ageing of immarure skeletons is considered 1o be more
accurate. If the dentition is present age can be estimated from
the different stages of teoth development and eTupnon, and
immature longbones are complete age can be estimated from
their lengths, An individual is classed as immature if it can be
soen that fusion of the epiphyses has not oocurred (epiphyses
ficarion centres of the bone which are
cation

are the secondery 0551
attached by a cartilagenous plate to the primary os
centres, This allows the main body of bone to grow uniil i
fuses with the epiphyses, and this ocours at different times with
different bones). It therefore follows that those individuals
whene most of the epiphyses have fused will be classed as adult

Stature

Siature can be caleulated from longbone lengths, and in many
cases this was not possible due to the fregmentiry nature of
the bone. Also, sex has 1o be known as stature calculations

differ for males and females

Dentition

When present, the dentition s recorded using the following

formulas for adult teeth:
oft side
ru.:lu st _ le Is::-. -
maxklla BT654321 12345678 maxills
beft side

right side g eats
nlﬁnd-lslq gTH54321 12345678 mandible
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where
1 = medial incisor 5 = 2nd premolar
2 = lateral incisor 6 = st molar
1 = canine 7 = 2nd molar
4 = first premolar 8 = 3rd molar

Deciduous teeth are recorded using the following formula:
right side maxilla edcbha abcde leftside maxilla
right side mandible edcba |abede left side mandible
where

a = medial milk incisor  d = 15t milk molar
b = lateral milk incisor ¢ = 2nd milk molar
¢ = milk canine

Any tooth loss, cither post-mortem or anle-Mortem . is
recorded, along with any pathology and dental anomalies, and
the following notation is used:

tooth lost post-mortem
tooth lost ante-mortem
abeess
caries present
unerupted, or congenitally absent
tooth erupting
section of jaw missing (ie both tooth and socker lost
POST MOrTem)
MNP= not present

nnmnn

x
A
C
u
QO

mnn

Summaries

Abbey Excavations
Sexing

Within the group of bones from the Abbey
excavations, many of the contexts lacked those
parts of the skeletons which make sexing possible,
or were too fragmentary. The group contains at
least one female, three possible females, four
males and two possible males. The uncertainty
arises when only a very few of the characteristics
survive, or where a skeleton exhibits both female
and male characteristics.

Ageing

One individual within this group was aged 2 vears
* 8 months from tooth development, Three of the
adults could be classed as young and two as
middle-aged.

Dentition

Nine individuals had some surviving dentition
(though in only one case was it complete) and one
of these six had suffered tooth loss ante~-mortem
two had caries and one had suffered from an abccsx.1

Pathology

I.'\.’ln.qt of the p_atholug}' surviving within this group
15 degenerative in nature, identified by bony

CHAPTER 11: HUMAN SKELETAL REMAINS

lipping, wearing, pitting and eburnartigp e
polishing) of the bone. Eight individuals Lli‘.-Din.v
this to a greater or lesser degree, and it is foupg all
over the skeleton though more often thap not in
the spine. One of the skeletons (Grave 1083 = RA
73 Grave 1) displays diffuse idiopathic f,;il_.lﬂ;l
]1}-p¢rn§;lusis (DISH]), also a disease of older
individuals and a condition which involyes
excessive production of bone. The sam,
individual had also suffered a probable rupture of
the interosseous ligament of the right ankie. and
may have had varicose veins indicated by lumpy
areas of pL‘:riUHIL‘Hl reaction {Thiﬂkt‘l‘.ﬂl‘tg of the hl{l'l".L
as a result of damage to the periosteum, either
from disease or trauma) on the lower edge.

The skeleton from Grave 1087 (= RA 73 Grave
5) also has some periosteal reaction on its right
fibula which may have been caused by the same
condition. Four individuals exhibit Schmorl’s
nodes on the wvertebral bodies. These are
indentations, or lesions, on the bodies caused hy
herniation of the intervertebral disc and failure of
the cartilaginous end plate. One individual has
cranial porosity on fragments of its skull. Thisis a
pitting of the bone of the calvarium and is thought
to be indicative of iron deficiency anaemia during
childhood. Skeletons from Grave 1087 and 5119
{(=? RA 79 E6) both have probable bunions.

United Reformed Church (A 1989.14)

The minimum number of individuals based upon
bone duplication is seventeen (fifteen adults and
two immatures)., The minimum number of
individuals within this group could be as high as
25 (22 adults and three immatures) if it could be
assumed (or had been established during
excavation) that there has been no mixing of
material between the different burial contexts.
However it is clear, particularly in the case of
contexts 22, 26 and 30 that there had been much
disturbance of the cemetery, probably in the
period following the Suppression of the nunnery.
The skeletal marerial from contexts 22 and 30 in
particular has been interpreted as evidence for the
relatively carefull re-burial of the contents of
disturbed graves.

Only three of the skeletons from the United
Reformed Church site are relatively complete.
The rest are represented by a few mixed
fragmentary remains, occasionally by just a skull
and/or mandible. The condition of the material
varies but is generally quite poor, and its nature is
such that the amount of information to be gained
1s greatly restricted. For example ageing and
sexing was often not possible (the problems of
ageing have been outlined above p 145)

Sexing

Of the twenty-two adults in the United Reformed
Church group, eight were male, five were malé,
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<oven were of unknown sex and one was female.
The only difference with a m:nimu_:u of fifteen
adults is that the number of males falls 1o seven
and two could not be sexed, The uncertainty in
sex arises if few or none of the sexual
characteristics survive, or it a skeleton exhibits
both male and female characteristics,

Ageing

Of the 25 gkeletons in this group, 22 have been
classed as adult. Only nine of these could be
assigned a more specific age range; five are
old/older adults; two are middle-aged and two are
voung. Of the three immartures two could be aged,
at six to eleven vears and four to eight years. The
Jeures for the age distribution of the adults do not
change if one regards the minimum number of
individuals as seventeen, and the two immatures
included in this total are of the ages given above.

Dentition

There are nineteen sets of surviving dentition,
cither partially or fully complete and sometimes
represented by either just the maxilla or just the
andible. Of these, four had at least one carious
lesion, nine has lost teeth ante mortem, four had a
slight amount of calculus around their teeth and
one suffered with abcesses.Four of the adulr
skeletons were thought to be relatively older as

their teeth were exceptionally worn.

Stature

A number of measuremenis are usually taken on the
adult skull and post cranial skeleton from which
various indices can then be calculated. These are
then analysed 1o compare similarites and differences
both within and between groups. ‘The nature of the
material in this group meant that very few
measurements were possible. For example, it was
only possible to calculate stature (based on longbone
lengths) for one individual, the male from 28, Even if
4 longhone is unbroken stature can only be calculated
if the sex of the skeleton can be established as the
&quations used vary for males and females.

palhulug:.—

Because so many of the skeletons are incomplete
and fragmented much of the pathology has
Probably been lost, and in the mixed contexts any
Pathology noted on individual bones usually
tannot be related to the rest of the skeleton. That
Which survives includes evidence of the
lik‘.';a'j:ut.ﬂ;n'u wear, pitting and bony lipping which
% related o age, trauma or activity. This can be
*Cenn the left elbow, both shoulders and spine of
:Il.u_ main skeleton in 27, the upper arm of the
?::“n skeleton in 28, vertebral fragments in 30 and
» and in the spine of the skeleton in 40.

SUMMARIES
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The same skeletons (except 30 and 26) have
E‘.ﬁ.'i_lmllrl s nodes on their vertebral bodies. These are
lesions on the surface of the body caused by a
ferniation of the nucleous pulposus (soft centre) of
the intervertebral disc into the adjacent body surface
I'his, together with a failure of the cartilagenous
end-plate causes the characteristic lesion or lll:r.!r.

_ The occipital bone from one of the three skulls
in 26 has a bony protrusion near the nuchal crest
which resembles a mastoid (found behind the
ear}). It is best described as some kind of longterm
neoplasm which, because of its geographical
location and the very large muscles which insert
on the occiput, has developed morphologically to
imitate a mastoid (A Stirland pers comm).

The shaft of the single left tibia in 30 is greatly
thickened and bowed in a distal direction. This
may be the result of an old fracture or it may be
Paget’s disease. The bone is very heavy and its
structure is disorganised. The cause is unknown
but affected bones become thickened with an
increase in bone formation and in the later stages of
the disease have a tendency to fracture. Paget's
disease can affect one bone of the skeleton or many.

An isolated left first metatarsal and proximal
foot phalanx in 26 are fused rogether. Some
fragments of longbone in the same context display
areas of periosteal reaction. This thickening of the
bone is a result of damage to the periosteum
either from disease or trauma,

Much of the rest of the pathology seems to
relate to stress at various tendinous insertions,
observed as spurring of, or lesions in, the bone at
sites of tendinous attachment.

Skeletal Inventories

In the Inventory of bone from the Abbey Excavations (A
1001253, the individual cntrics are ordered first by year of
excavation, and then by the context number; in those instances
where the provenance can be identified the new archive
number by which the context is referred in the body of the
published .r\']\-.:-lt is given. The original site u.'d" where known,
is also given. Contexts which cannot be identified are listed by
original site code. For the United Reformed Church site (A
1GR0. 14} the human bone material is listed in context order,
OFf the earlier Abbey sxcavations, only 1977 appears 1o have
rial. Itshould be noted that

produced no human skeleml ma A : i
no humen skeletn] maoterial was retiined from gither the 1988
or 1991 excavations. In both instances human bone w 5
uncovered, but almost all of it from more recent lru;-_.ul.x. or in
digrurbved contexis. Mo medieval or earlier |.1|.Iflill‘h1\‘-l::'i'
uncovered in 1988, Although some charnel deposits, probably
of post-Suppression date, were identified, the Ihum.- was ri
buried immediately. In 1991, ong probable Phase 8 grave
=089) was identfied, but this was not excavated

{Coniext : it
ot directly threatened by the conservation

because it wis n '
thich p 4 the cxcavaton.
works which prompued the excavar o iy
The human skeletal material from the United Reformed

‘ [ L 1 .y e
Church site was scanned, and a sclection mikde n:t .1|..|1?:‘.‘~ for
further analysis and report. The skeletal inventory 1s F‘Ilr'-.l-:]'u.d
as written with only the addition of phasing information The
;|'|.1|.|_-ri-|| not published in this report wis catalogued by David
" ; T r - g ~ e
Wheatley, and his catalogue forms part of l:h-. research ..I:I'-I.hll 1.
which will he housed with the material archive at the

Hampshire County Museum Service
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Romsey Abbey 1973-1979

Romsey Abbey 1973 (RA 73)

Grave 1083 = RA 73 Grave 1

Burial associated with the second phase of the castern
Chapels (Phase 15}

Bones present

Skeleton complete, apart from the left femur and some hand
and foor bones.

Denrition

R BT6--321 LE23——=11 L

B7——4321 1234-678

There is evidence of a possible abcess at upper left 7.

Maxilla — large gaps between the anterior teeth suggest that
either the 4% and 5% were lost some time before death, giving
time for the other teeth to migrate out of place, or teere is a
congenital absence of the 4's and / or 5. The upper left 7 is
at a severe angle, leaning inwards in a mesial direction into the
space left by the previously lost upper left 6.

The lower left 8 has two main roots and one smaller one
(the norm for lower molars is just two roots). The upper 8%
each have three main roots and one smaller one (the norm
for upper molars is just three roots).

Age Middlie-aged adult

Sex male

Starwre  1.71m £ 4.57cm (using length of humerus)
Pathology

This skeleton appears to demonstrate the presence of diffuse
idiopathic skeletal hyperostosis (DISH), a degenerative
condition which involves the excessive production of bone.
Thiz iz best observed on the spine where the vertebral bodies
of the thoracic 4 to thoracic 11 (inclusive) are fused together
by a line of bony growth running continuously along the right
hand side of the vertebral bodies (resembling wax running
down a candle). The insertions of the patellae ligaments on the
tibiae are spurred, The distal articulations of both first
metatarsals demonstrate severe lipping and breakdown of the
rims. This is matched on the first right phalanx at its proximal
end. There are small exostoses on the medial side of the
cuboid, The head of the first left metacarpal, and distal end of
the first Jeft proximal phalanx show pitting and expamsion of
the bone. The distal end of the fifth right metacarpal shows
remodelling of the bone with lesions. Some of the costal
notches of the sternum have bony lipping, matched by the
same on some sternal rib ends, The sternal ends of the firse
ribs have ossified costal cartlages. The femora have slight bony
lipping around their distal articulations, as do both patellae
around their articalar rims, Both scapulae have roughening
and pitting on their acromions where the clavicles articulate.
The lateral ends of both clavicles are distorted with rowghening
and pitting, although this is more severe on the left. The spine
also has lipping on the odontoid process of the axis, and on the
body rims of cervicals 4, 5 and 6, and thoracic 1, 2 and 3. The
articulations of the latter are also affected, as are ghose of
thoracic 5. Bony lipping of the vertebral bodies also occurs
further down the spine on thoracic 11 and 12. The vertebral
bodies of lumbars 2 to 4 (inclusive) and thoracic 11 have
Schmaorl’s nodes. There 15 a swelling on the mid-shaft antenior
crest of the nght tbia, and both tibise have penosteal reaction
on their medial shafts. Both fibulae also have areas of periosteal
reaction, distally on the nght, and medially and proximally on
the left. The left ankle demonstrates severe strain and a
probable rupture of the lateral ligaments, resulting in
expansion and extra bony growth on the fbula, and much
extra bone on the areas of insertion of the interosseous
ligament on both fibula and tbia. There is spurming on the area
of insertion of the soleous on both dbiae and fbulee. It may be
that the periosteal reaction on the fibulae and tibiae, where not
associated with ligamentous stress, is due to venous stasis

{varicose veins). It could be suggested from the general state of
this skeleton that the individual may have been a person of
some status and richly overfed,

Grave 1084 = RA 73 Grave 2

Burial associated with the second phase of the eastern
Chapels (Phase 13)

Bones presert

both clavicles

both scapulac

SIErmum

manubriwm

both humeri

both radii

both ulnae

6 right ribs + fragments

4 thoracic vertebrae

3 jumbar vertebrae

the bones are broken and fragmented.

Age Adult

Sex Unknown

Parhology

The body of the sternum has 2 lesion perforating the bone
near its proximal end. One lumbar vertebra has lipping
arcund the unbroken superior body rim. This also occurs on
same of the thoracic vertebral body rim fragments.

Grave 1085 = RA 73 Grave 3

Burial associated with the second phase of the eastern
Chapels (Phase 13)
Bomes present
fragments of skull
mandible

both clavicles

both scapulae
shermum
manubrium

both humeri

both radii

both ulpae

11 carpals

B metacarpals

3 hand phalanges

1 right rib

6 thoracic vertebrae
5 lumbar vertebrae
sacrum with all 5 segments
both innominates
both femora
Deenrition

R - - - L

et s o [ ey

Lodse teeth include 1 lower molar, 1 upper molar, 6
incisors; 4 canines and 5 premolars.

Age Young adult

Sex Male

Sratuere 1.77m + 3.91cm (based on femoral length)
Pathology

Lipping of the body rims of lumbar 5 and upper sncral segment.
Schmorl’s nodes ocour on the two upper lumbar vertebrae. Th":
thoracic vertebrae present ane those from the upper Spineg o
their bodies are elongated in an anterior direction.

Grave 1086 = RA 73 Grave 4

Burial associated with the second phase of the casiern
Chapels (Phase 15)

Bowes present

fragments of skull

mandible

Qs
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both clavicles
hoth scapulae
SIErmum

both humen
both radii
uinae

hat
3 carpals

f metacarpals

12 hand phalanges

o Jeft & 7 right ribs + fragments
& cervical vertcbrae

12 thoracic ve riebrac

? lumbar vertebrae

Age Adult

Sex Male

Kearere 1.72m T 4.66cm (based on length of radius)
Parhology

The sternal ends of four ribs and both clavicles have
wearing, pitting and bony lipping. Many costal pits of the
thoracic vertebrae also show this, with vertebral bodies
which are elongated anteriorly and have bony lipping
Thoracics 10 and 11 have Schmorl's nodes.

Grave 1087 = RA 73 Grave §

Rurial associated with the second phase of the eastern
Chapels (Phase 15)

Bones present

both femaora

both patellae

both thiae

both fibulae

14 tarsals

O metatarsals

14 foot phalanges

ather howes

animal bones

Age. Aduht

S&x Unknown

Pathology

The right fibula has an area of non-specific periosteal
reaction on the medial shaft. The first metatarsal has 4
large lesion at the distal end over the point ar which the
articulation begins - a probable bunion. There 1§ some
pitting and cburnaticn on the wvolar proximal
arnculation

RA 73 F I (provenance not identified)
Unphased
Bores presem
fragments of skull
left scapula
both humer
both radii
both ulnae
2 carpals
4 metacarpals
3 hand phalanges
I right & 4 left ribs + fragments
4 thoracic vertehrae
1 lumbar vertebra
2 segmenis of sacrum
both innominates
both femora
bath tibiae
right fibula
T tarsals
9 metararsals
b foor phalanges

ROMSEY ABBEY 1973-70

orher bowes (not associated with above individual):
I humeral head

fragment of left innominate

1 metacarpal

animal bones

Dertrivion

R L
145

There is also one other premotar and a lower molar (6th or
Tth). The molar demonstrates wear, but it would be
misleading to try to age the skeleton from this as (o) it is not
clear if the tooth is a 6 or 7, and {b} the upper denttion is
unknown, and the opposing molar may have been lost ante
MoTiem.

Ape  Adult

Sex  Female

Furhology

The distal condylar articulations of the femora, and the
proximal condyles of the ribiae have lipping around their
margins. Also, the lateral edges of the anterior articular
surfaces of the femora (where articulation with the patefla
accurs) demonstrates wear, pitting and eburnation of the
tronie

Romsey Abbey 1973: Contexts producing human bone
included in the archive report but not published.

Archive Original Archive Original
Context  Context Context Cnntqu_
number numbenng number numbeTing
1078 = RA 73 context A(3) 1078 = RA T3 context

AR

= R,Fs T3 ditch
north of Lady
Chapel’

*ote: (na) indicates o finds context which has no archive
context number, and which cannot be identified with any
stratigraphic units.

1078 = RA 73 context A(7) 1070

Romsey Abbey 1974 (RA 74)

RA 74 (17) (provenance not identified]
Unphased
Bomres present
fragments of skull

# right femora | 2 pairs & 3 unpaired
3 left femora | o
2 right ulnae

1 left ulna

4 lefy dbiae | 3 pairs &2 unpuired
4 right obiae |

| pair radii

LIeit il hees:} | pair & 1 unpaired
2 right humeri |

1 fibula

2 fragments of Fright scapulae

3 right innominates

| fragment of vertebmal body

4 halves of vertebral arches

7 left and 5 right ribs :

2 clavicles unpaired
3 metatarsals

2 phalanges

other fragments
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Romsey Abbey 1974: Contexis producing I:ll.ln'l.uﬂ bone
included in the archive report but not published.

Archive  Owriginal

Context LoOnext

numbering

2115 = RA 74 contexl

J(7b

BT ) tele has o @ v
sote: (na) indicates a finds context which has n arch
context number, and which cannot be identified with &

Romsey Abbey 1975 (RA 75)
Graves 3100, 3101 & 3102 = RA 75 (13)

Uncertain phasing Ihree parallel graves were seitled by the

footings of the Parish Church
167 and presumably esoosied with the Norman ar

¢ north side (Phase
i1

abbey, The fills of the grives appear to have been excavated

as one Context
How
I right femur

both fibulae

§ mctatarsals
skull frogments

beral bodhics

longhane fragments
All immature

eher Buwse

A
individual than the above - either

in aduly, or an older

nmature mdrvadual where the of 0% e more advanced

mn development. Therefore this ETOup COnTaims rematns irom

at lesst ravo individuals

Grave 3120 = RA 75 (81), (88) and (120) (not site codes

8 burial. Identificd in Archive report as R4 75 (81

and (120}

shaft of left tibin

2 metatlar

sals
| phalanx
All adult

a8
Bomey preient
2 fragments of aduly pelvis
Sex  FMale

] _"-I

Bowey present

sl mrtculaion «

i rght tarsals
B right metatarsals

All aduh

Grave M2T=RA TS (N, (h) &= [i1]
Phase & burial

Boney present

() Tragments of skl

mandible

nght clavacle

Ihere in a caries cavity on the distal o
mandibular beft 5

Ape (N Adult

Sex () ¥ Female

Grave 3129 = RA 75 (o)

mandible
left clavicle
lelt wCag
§ left

) cervical vertchrae

Denfrion

which was loat ante
Am Yo

Sex  Linkno

ung adult

Grave 3131 3132 = RA 75 (a) & (g)

Phase 7 burial

Firr

no mandible

g [ragmenis of nght mnominate

Lo — shull (a

R HRTH541 14567

Age (a) Middle-aged adublt
Sex (a) Malk

Grave 33 MMM =RA 75 h)

Phase

Burmen prresomt
iragments of skull

btk

1 clavicles

both siapula
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proximal end of a left ulna

proximal end of a left radius

distal end of a left humerus

central shaft fragment of femur

fragment of tibial shaft

other fragments of longbones

& vertebral bodics

The presence of two left innominates shows that this
group contains the remains of at least two individuals both
adult.

RA 75 (76) (provenance not identified)

Unphased

Bones presemr

skull

mandible

both scapula

left humerus

radius

left ulna

| hand phalanx

4 left ribs and 1 right
1 cervical vertebra

1 thoracic vertebra

2 lumbar vertebrae

2 segments of sacrum
complete pelvis

both femora

both tibiae

1 tarsal

all bones are fragmented
Dentition
Mandibular right 3, 4, 5; 6 present; the rest of the jaw is
missing.

Age  Adult

Sex  Pmale

RA 75 (89} (provenance not identified)

Unphased

Bomes preserit
fragments of skull
fragments of mandible
fragments of nib

1 right clavicle

All are immature
Dentition

3 adult molars M6's

3 adult incisors all partly developed
2 adult canines

4 deciduous molars

5 deciduous incisors not all the roots are fully developed
2 deciduous canines

2 deciduous molars in situ

Age 2 vears * 8 months

RA 75 (B2) [possibly from Grave 3301 = B4 75 connext (73)
cut (117)]

Grave 3301 is a Phase 7 burial. The identification is
TEntatve.

Bones present

left humerus

ulna

right fibula

right patella

4 metatarsals

T tarsals

tibia

left and right femora

right innominate

All ' bones are badly fragmented. All are adulr.

RA 75 (B4) (provenance not identified)

Unphased

Bomes present

fragmeents of left and right innominate

2 right femora and 1 left

left fibula

left and right tibiac

right humerus

right talus and calcaneus

1 foot phalanx

other fragments

These bones represent some of the remains of at least oo
individuals, The left femur is too worn and broken to try
pair with the rights. The only fémoral head diameter
measurement iz on the one of the right femora and is
500mm. This indicates a male

Romsey Abbey 1975: Contexts producing human bone
included in the archive report but not published.

Archive Original Archive Original
Context Context Context  Context
number npumbering numbr  numbering

{3222) =RA 75 context (3246) =RA 75 context

(14) (70

{na) =RA 75 context [na} =RA 75 context
(26) (78}

{na) =RA 75 context (na) =RA 75 context
(29) (B5)

(na) =RA 75 context [na} =RA 75 context
(30) (87)

(na) =RA 75 context (ma) =RA 75 BI
(34)

{na} =RA 75 context
(59)

Mote: (na) indicares a finds context which has no archive
context number, and which cannot be identified with any
stratigraphic units,

Romsey Abbey 1979 (RA 79)

Grave 5119 = RA 79 E6

Phase 7

Baones present

fragments of scapula

both humeni

both radii

both ulnae

3 carpals

9 metacarpals

10 hand phalanges

8 left and 5 right ribs and fragments

6 cervical vertebrae

9 thoracic vertebrae

5 lumbar vertebrae

sacrum of four segments

both innominates

both femora

both patellae

both tibize

both fibulae

10 tarsals

8 metatarsals

5 foot phalanges

Age adult

Sex  PFemale

Patkology

Both patellae, distal femoral articulations and proximal tibial
articulations have bony lipping around some areas of their
articular rims, and the patellac exhibit roughening and
pitting on their medial articular facets. Similarly, both

e e L R T |
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acctabulae of the pelves have arcas of roughening and pitting
along their inferior rims. Unfortunately the corresponding
sreqs of the femoral heads are missing.

Degenerative dizease also occurs in the spane; all H_w cervical
ral bodies and articulations are affected in Varving
degrees. The symptoms are less marked on the upper
thoracics, but increase further down the spine, the lower
thoracics also displaying wearing and pitting of the costal
pits. The articuladons of the lumbar vertebrae are severely
distorted in shape, with wear and pitting on their surfaces, as
are the vertebral artculations of the sacrum.

The right fibula has an osteophyte on its styloid process, and
the radius and ulna have some bony lipping around both
disral articulations. The same occurs arouw d the proximal
articulations of both 1st metacarpals
The left 15t metatarsal is distorted with a bony growth at the
proximal midial articulation and shaft, a probable bunion.

veTle

Grave 5127 = RA 79 E5

Phase 8

3 carpals
6 metacarpals
10 hand phalanges

2 lumbar vertebras

a sacrum of five segments
both iInnminates

¢ femur

1 patellae

tibeae

fibulae

9 metat:

11 foor phalanges
Ape adult

Sex  Female

Romsey Abbey 1979 Contexts producing human bone
included in the archive report but not published.

Archive  Original Archive Original
Context  Conrext Context  Context
number  pumbering pumbr numbenng
5002 =RA 79 conuext 5003 =RA T9 context

D (3) E {2}

Mote: The archive numbers given here relate only to the
finds; the groups of finds cannot be identified with any
strapigraphic units,

United Reformed Church 1989
(A 1989.14)

Grave 42: fill 40

Phase 8

Bones present

Skull

Mandible

Seven cervical vertebrae
Twelve thoracic vertebrae
Five lumbar vertebrae
Sacrum with three surviving segments
Sternum

Both clavicles

Both scapulae

Five left and six right ribs
Both humeri

Both radii

UNITED REFORM CHURCH 1989

Baoth ulnae

Five left and five right carpals
Five lefi and five right metacarpals

25 hand phalanges

Both innominates

Baoth femaora

Both patellae

Both tibiae

Both fibulac

Five left and five right tarsals

Four left and five right metatarsals

Six fioor phalanges

Thiz skeleron is in a relatvely poor condition
Dhentition

R BT6543
R B7654321 12345678 1

There is a slight amount of calculus around the testh.

Ape  Adult

Sex  Male

Larkology

The left ulna has spurring on the olecranon at the insertion
of triceps. The right clavicle has a lesion at the insertion of
the costoclavicular ligament, The spine has Schmord's nodes
running from thoracic six to eleven {inclusive). There is
lipping around both the superior and inferior body rim of
Iumbar two. There is more marked lipping around the
superior body rim of lumbar three which is accompanied by
wedr and pitting.

Grave 46: fill 28

Phase 8

Homnes present

Skull {maxilla only)
Mandi
One cervical vertchra

Twelve thoracic vertebrae

Five lumbar verichrae

Complete sacrum with cocoyx

Manubrium

Both clavicles

Bath scapulae

Ten left and nine nght ribs

Both humeri

Both radn

Both ulnee

Five left and five right carpals

Four left and five right metacarpals

Mineteen hand phalanges

Both innominates

Both femora

Both patellas

Both tibiae

Both Abulae

Five left and seven right tarsals

Five left and five right meratarsals

Twelve foot phalunges

Four sesamaoids

“This skeleton is in a relatively good condinen.

Denpittome
NP C o e
B BT E——3—- 345678 L
B T65432 1456 1

Muillary right six has a moderate sized carious leston in .th:
occhusal surface, Mandibular right six and seven each have a
large lesion in the buccal neck.

Ape. Middle-aged adult

Sex  Male




re 1.78m £ 4cm (510" £ 1'67)

Patholony

Both calcanii have spurring of the Achilles tendon (on the
heels). There are two lesions in the proximal articulatéon of
one of the first proximal foot phalanges. Both patellae have
spurring on their anterior surfaces at the insertions of rectus
femoris., The spine has Schmorl’s nodes running from
thoracics five to ten (inclusive). Both fibulae have spurcing at
the insertions of the anterior talofibular ligaments at their
distal ends. Both humeri have lipping accompanied by wear
and pitting on their lesser tubercles.

The above represents one individual skeleton.

Alzo bearing the same context number (28) but boxed
separately and not belonging to the above are the following:-
Two broken left femora

A fragment of femoral head too small to belong to either of
the above

One first right metatarsal

A fragment of right innominate + other fragments

One right patella

A fragment of one sacral segment

Two fragments of humeral head

Omne first right metacarpal

One finger phalanx

Fragments of two skulls

OUne lower molar

The above represents the remains of av least three adult
individuals.

Grave 58: fill 27

Phase 7

Bones present

Skull

Mandible

Seven cervical vertebrae
Twelve thoracic vertebrae
Five lumbar vertcbrag
Complete sacrum with coceyx
Sternum

Manubrium

Both clavicles

Both scapulae

Six left and nine right ribs
Both humeri

Both radii

Both ulnae

Two left and one right carpal
Five left and five right metazcarpals
Fifteen hand phalanges

Both immoninates

Left femur

Both tibiae

One left metatarsal

Also (not belonging to the above skeleton)
One skull

Two mandibles

One thoracic vertebra

One cervical vertebra

Animal bone

The densiston of the main skeleton
R - . L

R - TH L

Mandibular left 7 has one large carious lesion in the mesial
crown and one in the distal crown. Left 8 has 8 medium
sized lesion in the mesial neck and one in the buccal neck.
Apge Ol adult

Sex Male

Pathology

The left radius and ulna have some slight Hpping around the
rims of their proximal artculations. In the spine there is

CHAPTER 11: HUMAN SKEELETAL BREMAINS

lipping on the dens of the axis {the second cervical vertehrg)
and on the infernor body rim of cervical five and BUpErion
body rim of cervical six. The body surfaces of the latter g
are worn and pitted. Slight lipping can be seen on those
thoracic vertebrae where the bodies are unbroken, becoming
more marked on the inferior anterior body of r|||"!'<|.'.':;.
twelve, the inferior right body of lumbar two and both the
superior and inferior body rims of lumbar three. The lipping
becomes less marked on the superior body rim of lumbar
four. There are Schmorl’s nodes on the inferior bodies of
lumbars one and two. Lumbar five has 1 partia)
spondylolysis on the right side ie. the inferior articulgr
process is separated from the superior on the right side
There is ossification of the higamentum flavum along the
gpime. The glenoids of both scapulae have lipping ar;.“nﬂ'
their rims, There is ossification of the costal cartilage ar the
sternal ends of both first nbs: Both humeri have lesions ar
the insertions of Latssimus dorsi.

Denrivion of the second skl and mandible

R B7T65432 1=34567T8 L
R B7T654321 23455678 L

There 13 a slight amount of calculus around the teeth
Age  Adult

Hex Male

Head shape Dolichocrianic {narrow/long headed)
The densition of the phivd mandible

R ' L

The remains from this context represent three adults, at
least two of which are male. One of the latter is an older
individual

Context 22

Mot a grave. Gravel layer created during lacer disnirh:
cemetery. Contemporary with confext 26. Dare uncertain,
possibly late medieval or post-medieval,

Bones present

I skull

maxtliae from 2 other skulls

6 mandibles

Dienginen of maxilla 1"

13 T--4321 12345678 L
Dentinen of maxilla *2°
24 : = L

The conditions of the maxillae and mandibles is such thar it
15 not possible to see if any go together

Dentirion of mandible '

There is an abeess around the buccal roots of both 6's, The
teeth are all extremely worn suggesting an older individual
The mandible is large and square indicating a possible male.
Dentition of mandible 2°

R 87654321 1 - L

There is a slight amount of calculus around the teeth. This
is a possible male

Denetivion of mandible 3"

R 8T7T6543-1 56 L
NP NP

ance of

Bl
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reeth are all extremely worn
1. This is a possible male

R 2876-432 i4567TH I

This is a possible

of mrandibl;

B B 67 L

§ o claid

[
R 314567 1
R 5 567 L
C

was an abeess around the buccal roots
lingual roots. Mandibular | 6 has
sround the buccal roots, The 1
._-;.u,_-rr-..-l-. worn suggesting an older individual. This is a

eth are

||.'|r remiin
individuals of w

at least six adult
nales

ym this context
ch one s an old male, two are obd ?

and three are 2

Context 16

48) cut into the upper fill of
nlemporary

burial 42 above), (
Dhate uncertain, possibly late medicval ¢

icral segmel

I ~-r|u.|1| l.||'l-- 5+ fragments
i Il'u left .1||-.1 one right scapula

Ome left and theée right nbs 4
Twno left and four
Two ] nd three
Three left and
and fi

carpals + two other
hand phalanges
hi innominates (there 18

tand three ¢ pair; that

e}

Four left and three right fernora
it und one right patella

= left and one right tibia + a proximal f

ment of one

right fibula

Four left and five right tarsals (inclu
und & pair of ali)

g @ pair of calcane

Is + pwo-others

Ome left seap
]“'- rght ulr

L uru’h- ne fragments

Den rrxrdlae 1 gnd |.l.._ i uf i
Maxilla *1* and mandible *1" probably go together
NP
R BTG6543 2345 L
R BT6H5-3 56TH L
NP

Deitiviont of meandible 2
2" does not appear o g0 with maxilla *2

R TH5432 345 B L

The surviv

114 reeth demonstrate Sxreme wear,
Loose weeth:- one upper molar

Qe canine

one premolar
Dierrtivion of iRrature ma i

R |

There 5 one loose premaolar and one loose caning. Both have
partly developed roos

The remains {rom this context contain at least six
individuals: four adults and two immatures, One of the ls
can be broadly aged as 6 to 11 vears. At least one of the
and one s an older individual.

adults s a4 mal

It would seem to be some kind of Iul‘-‘ term m:up'.a.xm
which, because of its geographical location and the wery
large muscles which insert on the occiput, has-developed
morphologically to imitate a masioid (Ann Stirland, pers
comm}, The glenoid of one of the left scapulae has lipping
around its rim, One right clavicle has a lesion the
insertion of the costoclavicular ligament A fragment of
medial clavicle is worn and pir ed with marked hpping.
Another fragment of clavicle appears 10 have been broken
ante morrem and remained unhealed. One of the cervical
vertebrae has worn and pitted body surfaces. Many of the
thoracic vertebrae have worn and pitved apophyseal points
TIE iy fragments have lipping around the rims. Five
of thee lumbar vertebrae which seem to come from the same
individual have wear and pitting on thetr pody surfaces and
al joints, The body rims have huge flared
-w:-.;ml-u. tes which are especially ked on the left side. A
first Jeft metatarsal and firse left proios al foot phalanx are
gments of longbone {probalbly

apophys

fused together. Some fr
fibula)} have ms

Context 30

Mat @ grave. Layer created during later disturbance of
srext post-dates the disturbance o the
22 and 26. Possibly post-

cemerery. This ci
ry represented by ©

T left and one right ulna (one pair)
Two right and one left radius (one pair]
One right scapula

Ore right and one left cla wicle |
Three right and four left homen |

Orie left and one right fibula
Thweo left and two right femora (Wi pairs the diameters ol

he heads Indicare males, The ‘.up’m weal fusion lines of the

heads are visible on one of the pairs)

i possible pair)
ar least one pair)
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Two left and three right innominates (iwo pairs — one rmale
and one female)

One right patella

One left tibia

One left first metatarsal + one other

Four phalanges

One left second metacarpal and one left third (which
articulate) + two other metacarpals

Four lumbar vertebrae

One thoracic vertebra

One cervical vertebra

Four left and four right ribs + fragments

Fragments from three skulls (no upper dentition)

Two mandibles = oné male and one female

Dentition of the female mandible
R BT765=-3=1 345 - L
CCC

Right 8 has a small carious lesion in the occlusal surface.
Right 7 has a large lesion in the mesial crown/neck and right
6 15 severely affected, the whole tooth having rotted away
with only the mesial root surviving. There is a slight amount
of calculus around the teeth.

Dentition of the male mandible
R BT654 -—- L
Loose teeth:- one upper molar

wo premolars
three incisors

I_I‘J..:l?;'.] fre rétriaing
One right fib + fragments
One right radius
One fragment of right innominate
One thoracic vertebra
One left nbia
One femoral fragment
Fragments of longhone
Loose teeth:-  one deciduous molar
the crown of a permanent canine
the partly developed crown of o permanen
miolar
The remains from this context represent at least five
individuals; four adults and one immature, The latter
is 4 to 8 years in age (probably close to the lower end
of the range) and of the four adults, one is a young
female, one a young male and one a middle-aged
male.
Parhology
The single left tibia has a greatly thickened shaft which i
bowed in a distal direction (Plates 3 and 4). This may be an
old fracture or it mdy be Paget’s disease. The bone is heavy
and its structure is disorganised. The cause of the disease 15
unknown but affected bones become thickened with an
increase in bone formation and in the later stages have a
tendency o fracture,
A fragment of distal fibula has a spur of bone
protruding from the shaft. Three of the lumbar
vertebrae which, although broken, probably come from
the same individual, have marked osteophvies around
their body rims. The body surfaces are worn and pitted.
The body of one of the lumbars is compressed on the
left side
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Chapter 12

Summary and Conclusions

Summary

Peers in his article for the Victoria County
History noted the relative poverty of historical
sources for Romsey Abbey and wrote that the
Abbey ‘as it stands . . . is its own best
historian’ (VCH, Hampshire Yol 4, 460). We
can now add archacological data to the
information which survives in the extant
structure of the church.

The archaeological investigations have
explored, to a greater or lesser extent, four
demolished portions of the Abbey complex:
these are the domestic ranges and cloister, the
successive east end chapels (or ‘Lady Chapels’),
the original north porch, and the additional
parish aisle on the north side. The domestic
ranges and cloister were only partly explored,
but the dates of their construction in the earlier
thirteenth century and their demolition
probably after the Suppression were established
(Chapter 5 and Chapter 8, 59fF 99ff above).
The Norman and later thirteenth century ‘Lady
Chapels® were explored and their relationship
established (Chapter 6). The plan of the
additional parish aisle on the north side of the
Abbey between the north transept and north
porch was uncovered (Chapter 7). This aisle
was built in the early fifteenth century and
demolished following the Dissolution. Part at
least of the plan of the original thirteenth
century north porch was established and
evidence for an additional room on its west side
uncovered (Chapter 4, 56ff above). Its
demalition at the same time as the additional
parish aisle is suggested (Chapter 8, 101§
above). A large group of late medieval and early
|1_'1_-"~l-|:‘|‘1-_'d1-:'.':|] ceramics was found within the
side room of the porch. This group which
would seem to be a demolition deposit and, if
s0, would confirm the p::n:-Sup]-u'r_--,:;iun date of
the demolition, is being published separately
:Rf-"-‘h et al forthcoming).

!'h:.— structural development of the present
'I"'lhl"ﬂj-' 1l..'hl:|t’L‘El is well established (Phase 9 and
later: Chapter 4). Although the late Saxon Abbey
church (Phase 8: Chapter 3) which preceded it
has been identified and much of its plan
recovered, little or nothing is known ol 1ts

domestic buildings. A small number of graves has
been identified near this abbey, and further burials
in the cemetery adjacent to the present United
Reformed Church manse (A 1989.14) (Chapter
3, 40-11f above).

Pre-dating this lare Saxon abbey were the chalk
footings and the east-west aligned burials of Phase
7 (Chapter 2, 11ff above)}. Since the Phase 7 and
8 graves arc on the same orientation and share
locations, it is reasonable to suggest continuous
wse of the cemeteries, and by implication it could
be argued that the chalk footings represent part of
an ecclesiastical establishment replaced by the
Phase 8 Abbey. Only a little is known of the chalk
footings, and it is not clear whether they formed
parts of a single building, or represent separate
structures (Chapter 2, 211F).

These chalk structures succeed earlier burials
on a quite different north-west to south-east
alignment (Phase 6: Chapter 2, 2146 Ir 18
rempting to associate these burials with an even
earlier church on the abbey site, but no structural
evidence can be identified for Abbey Phase b.
“There is however evidence for a timber structure,
and one possible grave in the preceding phase
(Phase 5: Chapter 2, 19 and 24,

All these features post-date the Phase 4 soil
horizon. As noted already (Chapter 2, 11H);
animal bone in this soil has provided a
radiocarbon sample giving a middle 1o late Saxon
date range.

Sealed beneath the Phase 4 soil horizon there
are structural features — the mortared surfaces,
postholes and possible chalk footings and these
may very well be Middle Saxon in date. There is
no dating evidence, and no plan can be re-
constructed from the rantalisingly fragmentary
pieces of evidence. The nature and status of the
site in this phase remains something of a

myvstery. However, the rich variety of animal
bone found as food waste in the Midland Bank
trench, and which is probably broadly
contemporary with the Abbey Phase 3
structures, indicates a wealthy life stvle. The
possibility of a middle Saxon site of some status
must be entertained. Balancing this is the lack of
d with the strucrural

any ceramics associate
The finds record

avidence or the animal bones.
overall is remarkably impoverished.
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Discussion

It is possible that the fragments of structures and
the graves assigned ro Phases 5, 6 or 7 are the
archaeological evidence for the earliest religious
establishment known from the historical record.
The difficulty of identifying historically attested
structures with features identified in the
archaeological do not need to be rehearsed here.

Traditionally, the foundation of the nunnery is
attributed to Edward the Elder and dated o AD
907 (Liveing 1906, 11). The re-foundation by his
grandson Edgar in ¢ AD 967 is recorded in a
welfth-century source, ‘Florence’ of Worcester
(Coldicott 1989, 6-7). The late tenth century was
a period characterised by monastic reform and
foundation, and Dumville (1992) has recently
presented a case for seeing the reign of Edgar as a
culmination of a process of reform begun under
Alfred and continued by his successors. The
foundation of Romsey in 907 would fit into this
context.

It has recently been suggested that Romsey may
have been the site of an early Minster (Hase 1988,
46). Hase argues that Romsey is better placed
spatially than Nursling in relation to the known
minsters at Eling and Southampton, and that the
monastery at Nhutscelle which St Boniface
entered, was not at Nursling, but rather was the
Minster at Romsey. He argues that the possibility
of a collegiate Minster church at Romsey, prior to
the tenth-century foundation of the nunnery, is
given support by the fact that in the later
Medieval period there were prebends attached to
the Abbey for the cure of the souls of the parish
rather than of the nuns.

Furthermore, Hase infers the existence of a
royal manor, or hundred, centred on Romsey,
from the 14 hides held by the nuns prior to the
Norman invasion in 1066 (Berrow 1978, 6), and
from the privileges enjoyved by the Abbess within
Romsey Infra. The Abbess held the Manor of
Romsey, which consisted of both Romsey Infra
and Extra. Within Romsey infra pontem the
Abbess enjoyed hundredal privileges, independent
of the King’s Hundred of Somborne (Berrow
1978, 11-14). Romsey Extra, on the other hand,
was subject to the manor court of Romsey but
within the King’s Hundred of Somborne.!

The Abbey in its Setting
Hase’s arguments for a Minster church at

Romsey, and a royal estate centred on Romsey
are tempting, but the historical evidence is

slight. The archaeoclogical evidence does lend
supporl; but cannot confirm the thesis. To the
south of the Abbey, evidence has been recovered
for iron smelting in the Middle to Late Saxon
period, and evidence for later Saxon settlement
has been found elsewhere in the town. The
presence of the iron smelting gives some
credence to the notion of Romsey as the cenrre
of an estate, possibly roval. However, the dating
evidence is not clear cut, and it is conceivable
that the iron smelting was established after the
foundation of the nunnery, rather than before.
That there was a settlement of some kind in the
Middle Saxon period is established, burt its
nature is uncertain. The animal bone
assemblage from the Midland Bank site suggests
that some of the occupants were of high status.
More archaeological data is required to establish
conclusively the précise nature of the Middle
Saxon settlement.

Although the later historical record is poorer
than might be expected of a nunnery founded by a
king and patronised by roval princesses, and
although the archaeclogical excavations have been
limired in scale, it has been possible to tease out
some sense of the development of the Abbey and
of the site it occupies. Other excavations within
the town have provided evidence for the
development and growth of the settlement around
the Abbey, and suggest a small urban place
developing around a market adjacent to a
substantial nunnery.?

Notes

I' The evidence presented by Hase (1988} and others is
discussed ar greater length in Scott et al forthcoming.

2 The archaeological evidence for the Saxon settlement of
the town is detailed in Scott er'al forthcoming.
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Description of the Archives of the
Abbey Excavations and Post-
Excavation Procedures

The majority of the excavarons on the Abbey

published in this volume were carried ourt in the
arions,

19705, The archives for the 19703 exca
with the single exception of the 1974 excavation,
are lacking certain key elements. It was felt that it
is necessary to summarise briefly firstly the nature
of the individual archives, and their contents, and
then to go on to outline the post-excavation
procedures adopted to wring from the records as
much information as possible

For fuller descriptions of the archives and post-
excavation procedures the reader is directed in the
first instance to the archive reports for the
excavations on the Abbey. Obviously more detail
is 1o be found in the archives themselves.

The Abbey Excavations and their
Archives

recording
At

its of the archives, and the najure of the

weribed. Because of the var
the excavations in the mineieen
he extant

of this report, if readers are 1o

s (rom

t the limitations of

and the interpretation’ offered,
iled descriptions of the archives are
e be found ve Reports produced for each of the
Abbey Excav

RA 1973 (HCC Acc No A 1991.25)

Exy

avations at the East Ahbey on the site of the

- Srubbs, in advance of
ns of the cast end
wations had brer ken in 1866 by the tf
d L. Berthon, but no first hand account of
wirk has been published. More observ 5 were made by
W their findings is 10 be

pel, directed by

work on the foundar

e
g of Sir Richard Luce (Luce, MNotebooks)
tmpton University Archives

Peers and Bilson in 1909, An accou
d i1 the Noteho
housed in the S

The Archive

There are plans and secrion drawings — not all are original sine

drawings - and good phot hive, but nd written

graphic arch
records. “There are also drowings prepared for publication for

the ¢ RO R i 5 TR
e excavator, and a published sive summary (Stubbs, 1973)

Appendix

The Recording System

The archacological deposits were fragmented, mainly by later
brick buoilt vaults, and each block of archaoeological deposit
appears to have been allocated a single letter code, and rhe
avers within it labelled in 2 separate numerical sequence MNa
plan shows the location of the arcas, Feature numbers and
grave numbers appear to have been allocated as well, Most
ind secticns are not

wts and features on the plas
ding system being inferred
ids labels. Cx fescriptions are limited to those

o information

labelled, the e
on the

plans and sections.

Finds

A sequence of Archive numbers (1201-1228) was allocared to
groups of finds. This sequence was separale from: the number
cared o contexts. Only a few groups of finds can be

1 be

confidently assi i 1o idennfiable contexts. Most

rreated ws unstratified

Post=Excavation

ies of Archive conrext numbers (1001-1043;
nd features identifinblie
ate identification, and

A new se
1050-1103) was allocated 10 contexis
s o Paciiy

on plans
stratigraphic analysis

see below)

RA 1974 (HCC Acc No A 1991.25)

Exc iams within the West end of the Nave and 1o the south
of the Abbey, direcred by Kevin Srubbs. The excavation wiks

made pecessary by the installation of heating pipes.

The Archive
This is by far the most compicte of the archives for the earlict

excavations. There are origindl plans pnd secti e, 0
potes with context and

o draws

photographic archive, and  site
aphic information In addition there are deawings

strak

prepared for publication for the excavator

The Recording System

deposits within the nave were badly
: vaults, and cach small trench
excavated was thi layers within U
labelled in a separate numerical sequence A similar system
he gouth of the Abbey. There
Almost all contexts ind
helled

I'he archacological
by later bric
llocated o better code,

dissected, mm

was emploved in the areds o
ture numbers allocared
he plans and sections are 13

Finds

be confidently

sdost of the finds from this excavation o

assigned 1o iderifinhle contoxts.
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Post-Excavation

Stratigraphic analysis was possible on this archive as it stood.
However, a new series of context numbers (2001-2155) was
allocated to the recorded layers, partly to avoid confusion
between similarly number lavers in different trenches, but
mainly to facilitate the creation of a computer database for
finds records. A small number of Archive context numbers was
given to features and contexts identifiable on plans and
sections (2156-57, 2159, 216374, and 221012},

RA 1975 (HCC Acc No A 1991.25)

Excavarions on the North side of the Abbey, directed by Kevin
Stubbs, in advance of drainage work and the consolidation of
the foundations of the Norman nave wall. The trenches ran
along the west face of the North transept, and along the nave
wall almost to the present north porch.

The Archive

There are site plans and section drawings, drawings prepared for
publication for the excavator, and a photographic archive, but
only limited written records, The written record only describes a
small number of contexts, mainly those found early in the
excavanon and, therefore, late in the stratigraphic sequence
There is no original context numbering on plans or sections.

The Recording System

Contexts and features appear o have been labelled in a single
numerical sequence, although some of the graves appear to
have been recorded using two quite different svstems.

Finds

Few of the finds can be confidently assigned 1o identifiable
conkexts, Most must beé treated as unstratfied.

Post-Excavation

A new series of Archive context numbers (3001 3106; 3108;
3110-3142; 3146; 3150-3326) was allocared o contexts and
features identifiable on plans and sections facilitate
identification, and stratigraphic analvsis (see below),

RA 1977 (HCC Acc No A 1991.25)

Excavations on the South side of the Abbey, directed by Kevin
Stubbs, in advance of drainage work and the consolidation of
the foundations of the west wall of the Norman south rransept.
Some recording was undertaken by David Hinton of
Southampton University. The trenches were dug along the
west face of the transept, and in front of the Abbess's doorway,
in the angle between the nave and south transept, The two
trenches appear to have been recorded quite separately.

The Archive

There are site plans and section drawings, and a photographic
archive, but only very limited written records. The written
record only describes a small number of contexts in the trench
along the south ransept wall

The Recording System

Those contexts and features which appear to have been
labelled were given a single numerical sequence. Only sixtesn
context numbers appear to have been allocated, all in the
trench by the south transept. There is no useable contex:
numbering on plans or sections.

APPENDIX

Finds

The finds are to all intents and purposes unstratified.

Post-Excavation

A new -serics of Archive context numbers (4020-41413 Wi
allocated to contexts and features identifiable on plans and
sections facilitate identfication, and stratigeaphic analysis (see
below).

RA 1979 (HCC Acc No A 1991.25)

Excavations on the South side of the Abbey along the south
nave wall immediately west of the 1977 excavations. The
excavation director was David Hinton. The excavation was
carried out in-advance of the first satge in the construction of 3
french drain at the base of the south nave wall, Two soakaways
which formed part of the drainage were also excavated. These
were about 12m south of the nave and connecred by pi
trenches to the main trench.

pe

The Archive

There are site plans and section drawings, and a photographic
archive, but no written records.

The Recording System

There is linde information about the recording, but it seems
that an alpha-numeric system was used. The finds labels are
the main source of information. Probably the letters referred
to sub divisions of the trench, and the numbers 1o layers and
features. Only the letters allocated to the soakaways are
known, They were called B and D and the lavers in each
labelled in 8 separate numerical sequence. There is no
original context numbering on plans or sections of the main
trench, but some- contexts are shown on the soakaway
drawings.

Finds
The only finds which can be confidently assigned to

identifiable contexts are from the two soakawavs. The
remaining finds must be treared as unstratified

Post-Excavation

A new series of Archive context numbers (5040-5193) was
allocated to contexts and features identifiable on plans-and
sections facilitate identification, and stratigraphic analysis (see
betow)

RA 1988 (HCC Acc No A 1988.7)

An extended watching brief and limited exx jon during the
repaving of the road on the north side of the Abbey. The paved
arca runs in an arc from the west end of the nave o the north
face of the north transept, Féatures revealed during the
stripping of the old tarmacadam were planned, and some
limited excavation undertaken. Overall direction was pr-'-'.'h[l.‘l.i
by F | Green, Director of the Test Valley Archacological Trust,
and day 1o day supervision and recording carried out by [ R
Scott.

The Archive

There is a complete site archive, including written context
records, both plans and sections, and phorographs.
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The Recording System

A single numerical sequence (6000-6068; 60T0-6003;
&100-6120) was used for all stratigraphic recording, but

-carate sequence for the smitll number of soil samples

RA 1991 (HCC Acc No A 1991.18)

A trench excavated on the south along the nave wall. The
70 excavation west almost 1o the
« 1974 excavation. The work was

trench extended from the 1
southwest doorway and th

ecessary by the decision to com,|

made lete the run of the
french in begun in 1979, Overall direction was by F ]
wnd 1 R Scont, and day vo day supervision was provided

by, Post-excavation

e
successively by K Lockyear and Dir ¥ Cros

nalvsis was by Dir V Crosby.

The Archive
There is a complete site archive, including written context

records, both F-l_u-_-h and sections, and ;1I:|:I|'!,::.-.|,1|'|--.

The Recording System

A single numerical sequence (T001-T173) was used for all
aphic recording, but separate sequence for the small

soil samples.

Excavatons within the Abbey Precinct

13-15, The Abbey, 1980 (HCC Acc No
A 1980.83)

A small trench 1
st the wall of the extant portion of the southérn
estic range of the Abbey. The building probably was the
Most of the excavated arca had apparently been

cared on the south side of the cloisters

dug out in the late post-Medieval period to facilitate the
£res inds from the site were few, but 2
fumber of decorated tile fragments were recovered, Owverall
direct was by F | Green, and day to day supervision was
provided by Dir A D Bussel

n of a cellar, The

The Archive

here is a smatl but complete site archive, including written
context reconds, both plans and sections, and photographs.

The Recording System

A single numerical sequence (00-64) was used for all
ngraphic recording, but separate sequence for the small
number of soil samples,

Romsey Vicarage, 1987 (HCC Acc No
A 1986.31)

A limited excavation was under taken on the site of the
Rropased new Vicarage, 1o the west of the Abbey, and the old
vicarage. Overall divection was by F | Green, and recording
amid day to day supervision by A M I‘Ju;.Lu,'II

The Archive
HEe is 8 complete site archive, including written context
records, both plans

and sections, and photographs.

APPENMDIX

Recording System

A single numerical sequence (001-063; 100-112) was used far
all stratigraphic recording, but separate sequence for the small
number of soil samples.

Midland Bank, 1988 (HCC Acc No
A 1988.9)

Excavation of a soakaway behind the Midiand Bank, which lies
on the west side of the Market Place, and within the Abbey
precinet. Overall direction was by F | Green, and recording
and day to day supervision by A M Dowell,

The Archive

There s a complete site-archive, including written context
records, both plans and sections, and photographs.

I'he Recording System

A single numerical sequence (001-030; 102-138) was used for
all srravigraphic recording, but separate sequence for the small
number of soil samples.

United Reformed Church, 1989 (HCC
Acc No A 1989.14)

A small excavation on the south edge of the medieval monastic
precinet, revealed part of a later Saxon and medieval cemetery
The work was carried out in advance of the construction of an
extension to the United Reformed Church rooms, Owverall
direction was by F ] Green, and day to day supervision was
provided by N R Campling. Post-excavanion analysis was by
Dr V Croshy. A draft stratigraphic report is to be found in the
Archive

The Archive

There is a complete site archive, incl Vg Writien contexy
records, both plans and sections, and photographs

The Recording System

A single numerical sequence (001-063; 100-112) was used foor
all stratigraphic reconding, but separite sequence for the small

number of soil samples:

Observations within the Abbey Precinct

In addifion to the excavations described above, a n'-.nﬂ:_!_c:
ken within the medicval

observations have been under !
precinct, Information from these is published in this report:

17, The Abbey, 1981

& marrow trench located in the garden of the propercy
adiecent to the extant building of the southern range. At this
efectory had been demolished. The
| wall, and the inner
orded by

point the probable r
rench located the footngs of 1ts north
will of the cloister walk, The observations were rec

Dr A I Russel

The Archive

The site archive, consists of a plan ard & drawn section of the
wrench; with @ briel note but no context records. There are-a
small number of photographs. No finds were recovered
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Abbey Gateway, 1984 (HCC Acc No
A 1984.21)

During the laying of a gas pipe through the Abbey gateway and
into the road called Abbey Water, a flint rubble wall of possible
medieval date was observed by F ] Green and recorded

Romsey Abbey West, 1988 (HCC Acc
No A 1988.6)

A watching brief and limited excavation during the complenion
of services 1o the new Romsey Vicarage, Overall direction was

provided by F ] Green, and day 1o day supervision and
recording carried out by 1 K Scott

The Archive
There is a site archive, including written context records, botly
plans and sections, and photographs.

The Recording System

A single numerical sequence (6100-6121) was used for all
stratigraphic recording.

Romsey Abbey
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