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4-1 4 •2 
Fig 62 Group 3 tiles (iii) and Group 4. 
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F"ig 63 Group 5 tiles (i) 
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5-13 

5-16 

5-19 
Fig 64 Group 5 tiles (ii) 

RFG! 5- 3 (RAD 102.), RFG! S- 12 (RAD 103), RFGI 5--4 
(RAD 104), RFGI 5--8 (RAD 105), RFGI 5- 16 (RAD JO~), 
RPO! 5- 14 ( RAD 107) , RFO! :H3 (RAD 108) (see 
intrOducrion pp 121- 122 above). 

Discussion 

As would be expected tiles were found in differing 
quantities during different seasons of excavation, 
bul there would appear co have been large 

5-15 
5-14 

5-18 

5-17 

d ifferences in the ratios of identifiable to 
unidentifiable. These may be the resu lt of 
differem collection or pose-excavation policies, bul 
arc treated here as real differences. The number of 
fragrnenrs does seem to be dependent on the size 
of the excava1L>d area, suggesting that all pa_rts. of 
the abbey that were investigated contained s.1milar 
amounts of tiled areas, except inside the west end 
of the church. 

The five archaeological excavations can be 
divided into four areas for comparison of the 
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DISCUSSION or TIU GROUPS 

of fabrics; these ore the Eastern Chapels 
~~hapel'J (RA I 973); the Parish Church 
flJ ~\ 1075), inside the west end <lf the nave of 
_.Abbe> (RA 197·1); and the Cloi,ter area (RA 
~I 

1
o:7. anJ l97Q), The number of tiles from 

1 J'. ·•c weit end <lf the Abbey i'> perhaps too 
~\I !.: U I . , 
..,ii kor ,-i!id rompamon~ 

Fabr1' t i~ most commonly found 10 the 
fSi,11 Church and the Cltlistcr area; fabric 2 is 
ID"'' ((!mmooly found _in the Lad)· Chapel and 
~ Clcilltr area; fabric 3 ha~ a more general 

1
,,inbuuon but "nh a preference for the 

a.,ai,r area and a marked absence from the 
ll''°',r of the church; fabno I, 5, and o han: a 
gry w,ular dimibutic,n throughout the Abbey; 
a:iJ fabn• i 1> confined to the Cloi~tcrs. Fittmg 
i!lt d.,to of the tiles 10 the dates of the buildmg 
pham" difficult (sec discussion on daung 
(,do,,). 

Dating 
n, .. nt} of the ulcs were found in post 
D111oluuon deposns, ,o no chronology of tile 
dls;i:,• or fabrics can be arri\'Cd at 
mdcp<ndcntly for Romscy Abbey. Norton's work 
• "r~tcr College ·• I 97-t) and Christchurch 
(l9SO), and Eames' ( 1980) d1scuss1on of the 
Cl« '••o tiles arc the onl)' well argued 
mtanet) of dateablc groups tn the localit)', and 
l!lo ~ ulc designs can be directly compared 
Wllh lhcir work. 

Group I 
~01100 rcl • 4ociim' ymg on Wmcbestcr College 

em,, ,uggc11s a late: 14th-.early J 5th­
<tntury date for the 'Ottcrbourne' tiles. 

Group 2 
l'abnc l ha ~ kr.c s ounecn ult~ de"gn~. six of which 
th,c/;;a~~~b t~h Norton·, 1280 group, and 
Pt;>. Fabri ,c ave 111rallcls "1th his I 300 
tcvtll h ,. c l ha, fifteen ttlc de,1gm of which 
~ I'll~; ~arallel, \\ith the 1280 aroup and cwo 
lb tile, of:~ ";:th the I }00 aroup. Fabric O ha, 
trni, and ,: ten ha\'c parallel, with the t 280 
l!Olrp. 0 have 11arallcls with the I 300 

~ aD three I: ,. • 
11 Ron\\t h a<>nCl>, which have dc"gn lmk., 
o......~ -Y,_ ave a • -1 ~-mtrt:h \\~ 11m1 ar relat,nnsh1p '" tbc 
b1if the des' mchnter grou11,, with iu~t under 
11111 • t:tlaD lgJ\\ bcmg paralleled in the I "110 groul" 
~n three ,nubmbcr 11arallcled m the t 300 gT,1up 
n...._ ;-· 1 ncs ha• d • • =--onru- bu ,c c,1gn hnk\ to the 
q111e,;• di"'• <1 t_ are n<>t confine,! to any one ot 
llic • ~inn, ol tho tiJ tally Ind la ~ Cl-. havmg paralkh tn 

/~ hi) A Ila:: ~roup,, spanninll from 12-10 w 
"<IY- m the late 13th century $CCm·, 

137 
Group 3 

Fabric I conmt> of cl . 
whic~ have parallel\ w,:~e~~•lc d,esigm, two of 
Fabr,c 5 hu twenty d ." non, 1300 group, 
paralleled in his I 280 csign,, one of which is 
link with fabric 3 

31 
:roup. There IS <>ne de$ign 

and \X'inche,ter CollctnSc), The Christchurch 
(RAD 92) in fabric 5 c parallel of RFG! 3- 14 
date for that d<hlgO b:iuf ;;~a. late I 3th-ccn1ury 
to Norton's dc,,;cripuon at th a nc is ,-cry diff'c:ttnt 

If the Group 3 Ille> are : snc,. 
same tile makers a\ fabnc 2 3 er ~roduci,, of the 
difference long cnouah' 'an 6, with a time 
replacement of the maJoriry ;~ th:~:~n~ for a 
they had also changed the· c 1c,, then 
th d ft 1r clay source - or ai,·cn 

e , ercncc m fabric the . co 
contemporary producu from ) a duflrd be 
production cen Th d • crent . tre. c ,c link would fa\'our the 
former suggesuon, unle>~ it wa, the personal 
property of a uler who mO\'Cd from one bu,m,:,,, 
to ~c other. The lack of die lin~, to Clarendon 
wh1~h hos close hnk,, with the Rom,C)· Group i 
fabncs, would 5ugg~l a late 13th or po<sibly earl\' 
I -Ith-century date for Rom,cy Group 3. • 

Group 4 
Fabnc 7 cannot yet be dated, but ns printed 
method of decorarion suggs~ts a date in the bte 
14th or early 15th century. 

The dattng of the ulc-;, if correct, su~t• that 
ules were n:mowd and relaid dunng the hfc of the 
Abbey T iu, 1s clearly <een in ,imilaritie. between 
the 'Lad)' Chapel' and the Parish Chun:h Cl(lcnsion. 
The former is thought 10 date from r 127().. HO 
(PC\-sncr and Lloyd 191>7, 478) and 73"1o of the ale,, 
found there were the late I 3th century Group 2. ln 
the Pan<h Church ciMnsion, thougln to haw been 
bu1l1 after I 103, 78o/o of the ulcs were a.ho of Group 
2 It is ro~•ble that during dc:mohtion folio\< mg the 
D1ssolution 1ik rubble wa, moved around 1hr 
building. 

Production and distribution 
There ha, been much spcculauon, but hnle 
analyucal work has been carried <1u1 on thr 
pr()duction and di,triburion of inlaid lloor ulcs of 
the medie111I pem>d in H:unpshirc. It 1, gc.ncralh 
a-sumcd that the ules "-ere produced by mncrant 
wt1rken wh<> were bn•ughl to the sue alon~ mth 
the other craft, 11co11le rcquin:J {Eames I <>SO, 
I !10, I Q8, 278). Thi, ma}' ha,-.: been true for thr 
larger building project, such as ClarenJon (F.amcs 
011 cit) but 11 1s unlikely that C\·cr\' sue where nle1 
arc found wa, ,crvcJ m tbb way. There " 
evidence for thl\ method ,,1 pr.>Jucil<'n f.,r "°''1 

tik, at Selh<>rne (Knarr t<>H) and 11 Higtidc:rc 
Manor in t 106 but it certainty did n(>( h~~rc;;;~ 
\X'mchcs1cr m the late I Ith and car • 

ctnrur) 
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In 1395--6 clay was moved from Farnham to 
Ouerbourne to produce tiles that were then 
transported 10 Winchester. In 1396-7 45,800 tiles 
were imported from Flanders and in 141 I tiles 
and the tiler to lay them were brought from 
Newbury (Norton 1974, 28-30, 39-4 1 ). It could 
be argued that the great boom in floor tiles was 
over and the crafts people were few and far 
betwc-en by the later 14th century, but the earliest 
reference to tloor tile production in the councy,, in 
1241 - 2, involves the production of tiles. at 
MarweU for Winchestc; Castle some 141-.-m away 
(Norton 1980, 53). 

The similarity of the fabrics used for the same 
designs in Christchurch, Salisbury, and 
Winchester (Norton 1980, 57) which seem 10 be 
paralleled at Romsey suggests that petrological 
analysis of the fabrics used to make tiles of the 
same design could help to solve this problem. 
Norton's suggestion of seriation could also be 
used to approach the problem through the designs 
by examining the degradation of dies and tbeir 
gradual replacement (Norton 1980, 57), As more 
work is done it is likely that centralised production 
with distribution over long distances will be found 
to have been taking place in the 13th as well as in 
later centuries. 

As the majority of the Romsey tiles have been 
examined it is possible to make some statements 
on this subject. 

Romsey Group I is ~ product of the 
Otterbourne industry, some 24km to the west of 
Romsey. It was operating in the 1390s but 
possibly ceased by 1411 when Winchester College 
had to obtain tiles from the Newbury area rather 
than nearer home (Norton 1974, 30). It has no 
designs in common with the other fabrics at 
Romsey. These tiles perbaps mark the zenith of 
the Hampshire industry with designs being found 
all over the county. All the tiles so far examined by 
the author from a number of sites in north and 
south Hampshire are of the same standard fabric 
pointing to standardisation, perhaps to a full-time 
industry. 

The Group 2 fabrics 2, 3, and 6, are variations 
of a hard, sandy clay possibly also used for tJiles 
bearing these designs at Christchurch and 
elsewhere in Wessex (Norton 1980, 53- 55). All 
were probably produced in the late 13th century, 
It is argued here that the variations in the fabrics 
are the results of different episodes of 
manufacturing at the same production centre. 
The episodes may not be far removed from each 
other perhaps reOecting annual cycles of 
autumnal clay digging, winter weathering, and 
summer tile making and firing, However, if o:nly 
a year separated the production of each fabric 
one would expect more overlap in the designs. 
The present evidence suggests fabrics 3 and 6 
were chronologically closer than 2 and 3 or 2 
and 6. One variable, at present unquantified, is 
the length of time a die might last. The 

variations in fabrics within the group, the 
different parting mediums used, and the 
different methods of making the keys are 
evidence of a lack of standardisation, perhaps 
from year to year or from worker to worker. The 
designs of this group are widespread and they are 
found in large quamities. If the tilers were 
itinerant they perhaps moved from area to area 
supplying a number of sites from a suitable clay 
source, on the other hand if the fabric variation 
represents seasonal work they were perhaps only 
part-time tilers with tile-making fitted into the 
agriculrural cycle. 

Of the rwcnry-eight designs identified, eleven 
arc found at Winchester sites and twelve are found 
at East Wiltshire sites, with only six being found 
in both areas. Of the six found in East Wilisbire 
but not in Winchester, five are not found 
elsewhere in Hampshire except at Romscy. Six are 
known only from Romsey, which forms a link 
between the Wiltshire and Winchester groups. If 
this fabric group was produced only at one centre 
these differences could be chronological, with the 
tile stamps gradually changing over time as the 
sales area expanded. Analysis of the fabrics of the 
parallels could well prove fruitful in defining kiln 
sites or itinerant tile makers but it is outside the 
scope of this work. 

The Group 3 fabrics 4 and 5, are again 
variations of a single fabric, and could well 
share a clay source. The designs show less 
overlap than do fabrics 2, 3, and 6, particularly 
the lack of lion, griffin, or bird designs in fabric 
4, but this may be due to the small numbers of 
tiles present in that fabric. The distribution of 
the designs is predominantly in southern 
Hampshire, with on ly four out of the 31 
designs being paralleled in Wiltshire. A source 
in southern Hampshire is suggested and a 
study of the fabrics of the Wiltshire tiles may 
well show that they were imported from 
Hampshire. 

Fabric 7 is only represented by two fragments 
out of 544. It may also be the latest fabric. It was 
possibly a locally made tile made to order for 
repair work. The small size of the fragments 
prevents further research into distribution at 
present. 

lf medieval tilers did have a standard pattern 
book of common designs we can see what part of 
it looked like by combining all design types that 
are found in more than one fabric at Romsey. 
These 26 designs are some 30% of the designs in 
Groups 2 and 3 (Fig 65). The rest of the 
production from each firing/kih1/production 
centre and the number of such centres remains to 
be identified but the Hampshire tiles include nine 
lions, nine griffins, and ten birds in branches (Rix 
1974), 

There is obviously scope for a great deal more 
work 10 be done on the medieval floor tiles in the 
counties of Hampshire, Wiltshire, and Dorset, 
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FABRIC 

6 4 5 

p· 6 k' r 'stock in trade', 
,g 5 Representation of the standard 'pattern boo ' 

0 

•cross fabrics 2 to 6. 
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Th.bk i 0: Pr()'v.ma11us cj parallels 10 des;'1,s ,·,, Fabrr"c 1 

RAD No 
RFGI No. 

Ba.non SLa.ccy 
Kimpton 
Nedey 
Onerbournc 
Popham 
St Cross 
Woomn 
Winch Cathedral 
Winch College 
Winch Brooks 
Winch Hyde 
Wolvesey Palace 
Faringdon 
Alton 
St Denys 
Southampton 
Basing 
Kingsclere 
Selbornc 
South Harting 
Titch6eld 
Warblington 
Durford 
Sbulbrede 
Lewes 
Binsted 

I 
1-3 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

2 
J- 1 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

• 
X 

X 

Table 11: Pruv,nances of para/Ith W tksigm ;,, Fabric 2 

RADNo 
RFG!No 

Beaulieu 
St Deoys 
Selboroe 
Winch Gath 
Winch Coll 
Winch Brooks 
s, Ct0$$ 

Wolvesey Palace 
Faringdon 
Binstead 
Christchurch 
Soplcy 
Ge Bedwin 
Amesbury 
Salisbury 
Clarendon 
Monisfont 

9 10 11 12 13 14 
2-15 2- 16 2- 24 2- 18 2-6 2-5 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

l< 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

and Romsey will undoubtedly prove to play an 
important part in any future study. Romsey has 
produced more tile designs than any other 
monastic site in Hampshire. The fact that new 
tile designs were recovered from the last 
excavation in 1979, when over LOO had 

5 
1- 4 

X 

X 

X 

6 
1- 5 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

15 16 17 
2-9 2-3 2- 38 

X 

X 

7 
1- 8 

X 

X 

X 

8 
1- 9 

X 

76 
1-6 

77 
1-7 

21 63 67 71 80 
2-32 2-40 2-31 2-45 2-25 

X 

X X 

X 

previously been recorded, suggests that the 
Romsey total bas not yet been reached. These 
two facts taken together suggest that what_ bas so 
far been recorded for Hampshire throws hght ?" 
only a small part of the medieval Ooor ule 
industry. 
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1' 
fJ/,1, 11 Pn.>t<"'1"'" of ws,,:,1 p,,rulltls m fubn.; l 

I 4 AAD~O 9 IS 1q 20 22 23 2-1 25 26 27 60 85 86 87 91 
RR)I ',o l IS 2- 17 2 ~2 2 ~ 2 11 2•$ 2·33 2- 36 2-<I I 2-21 2 )7 2 16 2-.17 2-18 2 .. 10 

S.D<fll~ • • • 
NtlJC)' X 

Bauli<U • • • • 
l'rrnch Cath X • • • • • • 
'l'lll<b Coll X • • • • • • 
l'r"mch Broob • • X • 
\l\lh'd<Y Palo«: • • s,c.- X • • 
Stlbom< X • X • X 
Amnl>ur} X X X 

G1 Bcdwm X X 

Saliol,w} • X X 

C,.nstchurch • X 

o,m,dM • X • X 

Sopk) X X 

Titchlield • 
Fann!JdM X 

Klllpdett X 

Trm,bury X 

MonltfOrtt 

T.iM4 I J: l'n><"""""' •I parolkls to Ja,g,u 11, F.Jbnc 4 

Rr\.DNo 20 28 29 JO )I 32 )) ~ 7) 83 90 
Rf<lllso 3.3 3-15 3 II 3-16 J 20 3-7 ) • I 3-6 3 8 } 31 3-28 

\l"ineh Cathednl • X 

l"mchBroob X X X X 

Wu,ch Colics< • ,. - 'l"oh-n<yl'all« • 
ll H! ~II S1 Crou X 

Sd!:>ame • 
Beauheu • X X 

S<llc, • • 
Sopley X 

~ X 

Salisbury X 

r.rtl, 14 Ptvvman.:n of parr,ll,ls •• dai6,,1 ,n r.1/,n,: 5. 

aAl>So )S '6 )7 )JI 19 40 41 42 43 44 0 61 64 66 92 94 95 

RfvlNo ) 10.q 3 12 ) I } 2 l 17 ) 18 )-5 ►2) J.l• ).ll ) ll 22 )-2'1 )-14 ).l< ).29 

~ • • X • • • 
Nct1,y • • • • • • • • • 
"-C. • • X 

• • 'r.ondl Drook X • • • • • • • 
"-= • 
"'""'1"-1•« • • X 

s,en,., • • • 
~ • • N1U111t11 • • • 5-,,.. 
S......ry • • • 
~ 

• ..,., .. • • • 
lb"' Cbr,ndon • • • 

~~- a..--. • 
~tijlrt; 
t<Jlfto" 
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Table I 5: Occun:m:es of Dasig11s ;,, Fabric 6 

RAOnumb<".r JI 23 24 25 27 46 47 48 49 50 51 52 53 54 55 56 57 58 59 68 70 72 75 78 79 84 

Si1c 
\Vinchester 

cathedral X X X X X X X • X X 

Cathedral Gttcn X X X 

College X X • X X X 

Wolvescy X X X 

St Cross X X X X X 

Hyde X 

Brook St X X X 

St Mary X 

llic B'rooks X X 

Southampton ?Friary X 

Sou<lwnptoo St Dcoys X X X X X 
Netle)' • X X X X X 

Beaulieu X X X X X 

Biruted X 
Selbornc X X X X X X X 
Nursling X 
Fa.rfngdon X X 
Wherw,:11 X 

Hardc:y l\.t.auditt X 
KiJ>gsclere X 
Tim.sbury • Mortis.font • X 
Titchfitld X 
Cl.1re:odon X X X X X X X X 
Amesbury X X X X X X 
Salisbury Galhcdral X X X X X X X X 
Sali~bury Chapter House X X X 
Great Btdwyn X X X X X 
Keynsham X X 

Aldboume X 
Tarrant X 

Shaftesbury X X X • Christchurch X X X X X X X X X X 
Sopley X X X X 

RAD number II 23 24 25 27 46 47 48 49 50 51 52 53 54 55 56 57 58 59 68 70 72 75 78 79 84 

A note on the decorated 
floor tiles recovered during 
excavations conducted from 
1980 onwards Paul Spoerry, 
BTech PhD 
Excavations since 1979 (Table 16) have produced 
furlher examples of decorated floor tile designs as 
identified in Russet's report. In addition to lihis, 
eight of these known designs were recovered in 
new fabric-design combinations. Four of these 
new fabric-design combinations resulted in the 
design being present in more than one of the 
fabric Groups identified by Russel. This is 
important because in Russel's report, only one of 
the I 08 designs was found in fabrics from more 
than one fabric Group. Toe four new examples 
identified in Table 17 (right-hand column) 
therefore make a total of five 'shared' designs 
between Groups 2 and 3 and the implication is 
that a greater relationsbip might have existed 

between these two 'tile production operations' 
than had previously been assumed. 

Table I 6: Excavations 

Site Name 

13-15 The Abbey 
Romsey Abbey West 
Romscy Abbey, North Side 
Romscy Abbey, South Side of Nave 

New D esigns (Fig 66) 

HCC Accession 
Code 

A 1980-83 
Al988· 6 
Al988-7 
Al991- 18 

The 1980 and 1991 excavations also produced a 
total of nine new tile designs (fable J 8). These 
are shown on Figure 66. Seven of these new 
designs were recovered in Group 2 Fabrics, whilst 
two were recovered in Fabric 4, of Group 3. 

Nono of these ocw design, has been fully re<>oos,n,ctcd, wlhougn 
the probable complete rorm of most is noL difficult to gueu. 
E><cq,oonsruoe RAD 113 (RFGJ2-52) :uJd RAD J 15 (RFOI 3-33), 
unless the larreri, <unply a wrinntoo RAD 104 (RFGI 5-4). 
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Fig 66 Additional tiles designs from excavations since 1980• 
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Design 
(RAD&RFGI) 

RAD 22 / RFGI 2-11 

RAD 29 / RFGI 3-11 
RA.041 t RFGl3-18 
RAD 51 / RFGI 2-29 
RAD 58 I RFGI 2-34 
RAD 59 I RFGI 2-35 
RAP 66 / RFGI 3-25 
RAD 72 / RFGI 2-7 

New Fabric 

Fabric2 
Fabric 4 
Fabric 6 
Fabric 6 
Fabric 3 
Fabric 3 
Fabric 2 
Fabric 2 
Fabric 6 
Fabric 3 

AAD 110 (RFGI 2-50) •nd AAD 112 (RFGI 3- 32,) both 
have some similaritiC$ with RAD 40 {RFGI 3--17), RAD 4 1 
(RFGJ 3-18) and RAD 105 (RFGI 5--8), whilst RAD 109 
(RFGI 2-49) may b< similar to Ri\D 26 (RFGI 2-4), alcbousb 
this is by no means certain. 

RAD 111 (RFGI 2- SI) and RAD 114 (RFGI 2- 5'3) are 
both variams on RAD 54 (RFGl 2-2.8), although they all 
undoubtedly derive from difftrcnt dies or block$ and are thus 
cla$sified as scpinue dC$igns. 

RAD 116 (RFGI 2- S4) i$ a fragment of a heraldic beast, 
wrulst RAD 117 (RFGI 2-55) is possibly a ""ri•nt OD RAD 60 
(RFGJ 2--37). 

On the whole these designs conform (O the sort of pauem 
book previously described by Ru5.$CI (above p 138} and thcce i$ 
Unlc occd to elaborate oo them further. 

Occurrences 
(one, unless stated 
othetwisc) 

two examples 

two c.<amples 

Tab/• 18: New Designs 

Cross Fabric Group 
Occurrences (where 
present) 

2/3 

213 
2/3 

213 

RAD Number RFGI Number Fabric 

109 2-49 
llO 2-50 
Ill 2-51 
l 12 3-32 
113 2-52 
114 2-53 
115 3-33 
116 2-54 
117 2-55 

Fabric 2 
Fabric 6 
Fabric 2 & Fabric 3 
Fabric4 
Fabric2 
Fabric 2 
Fabric 4 
Fabric 6 
Fabric 6 
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Chapter 11 

Human Skeletal Material from 
Romsey Abbey and the United 

Reformed Church 

Introduction 
The full reports on the human skele1al ma1erial 
from 1he Abbey and United Reformed Church 
exca\'ations can be found in tbe site archive 
(Osborne 1988 and 1990). The following report 
includes the more or less complete s keletons, 
including those whose provenance is unidentified, 
and those fragmentary burials wb ich can be 
assigned 10 identified graves with varying degrees 
of confidence. T he en1ries which have been 
omitted are those frasmentary material from 
unidentified contexts, or non-burial con texts, 
where the human bone is residual. 

The Introductory sections of the two repor tS, 
and in parcicular the statements of methodology, 
has,e been combined . The emries published in the 
skeletal inventories are as written, with the 
addition of the provenance where iden1ilicd, and 
the phasing whe.re applicable. 

The Skeletal Remains from 
excavations at Romsey 
Abbey 1973-1979, and at 
The United Reformed 
Church 1989 by Christine 
Osborne, BTech MSc 

Methodology 

Sexina 

Stxma: is based prim11rily on 1hose characccrisria of the skull 
~n~ pelvi• which differ bc~<n males and fcmale-l. Other 
mdica1ors (though by no rnennt as accur,te) include longboat 
meas,u"Cmems (prioclpaJI)' lh05C of remoral had and humel'lll 
h"'d dfametcr and da\'icle length) and tht> general ,~ and 

robusticicy or the bond , h is not p()$Sible 10 sc.x immature 
remains u che char:i.eteristics of sexual djmorpl\ism only 
dC\·elop during pubcrt)', 

Ageing 

1llCfC 3.l't a. number o( proWems associated with the is:eing Qf 
aduh s kcletoos and it bas become incrca.singly clear that m.1ny of 
the cri.tcrla used do not n~rily ~ accurate rcsulu. Because 
of this an adult skeleton need$ to be fairly (().mplete and in a 
good enough condhion to exhibit :1 number of a.gdnJ erheria 
which include ienerath•e disease related to increasiog age, 
changies at the pubic s)'fflpchysis of the pelvis (only rditble for 
male$-) , visible tpi.physeal fusion lines and the pQttetns of v.fl:r 
on molar te,th. l\hhough the loner IVlU vary ckprnding on i\'Ch 
factors as dkt and o.nte-moncm tooth loss. Even with a (airl)' 
romple1e skeleton In a good ooodirion the lliQ:1! is often restrict~ 
to one of lltrec broad ra~ - youna :1dul1., middle-~cd adult 
and old :,.dull where )'Oung indicates indMdu.a!s in their ZOs and 
earl)' 3 0$., mid-dle--aged sun,ests lare JO$ 1nd 40s, a:nd old would 
be: those of 50+ )'enn. 0\-ctbpping of these rangtt is intwit::,,bk. 

The •acing of imm:nurc $ktk1ons ii eoruidcrcd to be more 
:uxun,,u:. 1r the dcmition is present ag.e cao be n:tim:ntd from 
the different $13.gC$ of tooth devclopmc:nt and eruptionJ and if 
immature longbones are complete "$'C can be estimated from 
thc1r 'lengths. An individual is c:lasscd as ii:ninature if it am be: 
ucn lhat £U$'.ion of the epiphyses has not occuff'M (q,iphf56 
arc: lhc f,('condll:t)' osiilication centres o( the bone which o.rc 
att:1eh«I b)" i cartilngenous plate to the primo.ry ouifica~o~ 
c-erutts. 'TI'lis allows the main body of boiu: to gr~• unul_ tt 
fuses with I.be epipby$C$• and thlc; occur'$ at di.ffc«nt urocs with 
difftttnt \)f,>n« ). h 1hercforc follows that those lndividu1ll$ 
where rnOISt or the epiphysn ho.w: (used Y.-ill be ebsscd :is adult. 

Stuture 
Staturt can be calculated from longhorn: lengths, and in many 
cas,cs. thb was 001 p0$$ib\c due to the fragrnentll.t')' natu~ or 
the bone. Also, sti< has to be tnowu u statute calculaaoo$ 
differ for males and females. 

Oeolidon 
When prc:se1H, the dentition ts recorded usinw: the (ollowiog 
form.Ula for adult tctlh: 

ri(thL skit 
left side 

maxilla S76S021 I 2345678 m-1\Xill:a 

right skit 
(lUII1!diblc 87654321 

kfts1dc 
12.1•1$678 U\Bndiblc 
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when: 

l :::- medial incisor 
2 : lateral incisor 
3=c,mioe 
4 = firin premolnr 

5 = 2nd premolar 
6 = 1st molar 
7 : 2nd mo.lar 
8 :c 3rd mo1:l.r 

Deciduous teeth are ROOrdcd using the following rormultl: 

"d -11 • d • b a a b c d c left side ma.xiii~ right $1 c ma."1 a 

right side ma.ndjblc c d c b a a b c d c left side mai\diblc 

3 = m.cdinl milk ind$Or d:. ht milk molar 
b = lateral milk incisor c = 2nd milk molar 
c = roil.k canine 

Any tooth loss, either post•mortem or aote~mo~1cm is 
recorded, along with :my pathology and dental anomaht:$, and 
the following notation is tjJCd: 

I = tooth lost pOSH'llOrtem 
X = tooth lost ame-mor--tc;m 
A =ahem 
C = cariC$ present 
U = uneruptcd, or congenitally absent 
0 = tooth erupting 
- = section of jaw missing (ic both tooth and so.ck.et Jost 

post mortem) 
NP= not prcscnt 

Summaries 

Abbey Excavations 
Sexing 

Within lbe group of bones from the Abbey 
excavations, many of the contexts lacked those 
parts of the skeletons which make sexing possible, 
or were too fragmentary. The group contains at 
least one female, three possible females, four 
males and two possible males. The uncenainty 
arises when only a very few of the characteristics 
survive, or where a skeleton e>1hibits both female 
and male characteristics. 

Ageing 

One individual within this group was aged 2 years 
± 8 months from 100th development. Three of the 
adu lts cou ld be classed as young and two as 
middle-aged. 

Dentition 

Nine individuals had some surviving dentition 
(though in only one case was it complete) and one 
of lhese six had suffered rooth loss ante-mortem, 
cwo had caries and one bad suffered from an abcess. 

Palhology 

Most of the pathology surviving wichio this group 
is degeocrative in nature, identified by bony 

lipping, wearing, pitting and ~b~rnation (or 
polishing) of che bone. Eight md1v1duals display 
this co a greater or lesser degree, and it is found all 
over the skeleton though more often than no1 in 
the spine. One of the skeletons (Grave I 083 = RA 
73 Grave I) displays diffuse idiopathic skeletal 
hyperostosis (OlSH), also_ a dise~se ~folder 
individuals and a condmon which mvo\ves 
excessive production of bone. The same 
individual had also suffered a probable rupture or 
the interosseous ligament of the right ankle, and 
may have had varicose veins indicated by lumpy 
areas of periosteal reaction (thickening of the bone 
as a result of damage to the periosteum, either 
from disease or trauma) on the lower edge. 

Toe skeleton from Grave 1087 (= RA 73 Grave 
5) also bas some periosteal reaction on its right 
fibula which may have been caused by the same 
condition. Four individuals exhibit Schmorl's 
nodes on the vertebral bodies. These are 
indentations, or lesions, on the bodies caused by 
herniation of the incervertebral disc and failure of 
the carti laginous end plate. One individual has 
cranial porosity on fragments of its skull. This is a 
pining of the bone of the calvarium and is thought 
to be indicative of iron deficiency anaemia during 
childhood. Skeletons from Grave I 087 and S 119 
(= ? RA 79 E6) both have probable bunions. 

United Reform ed Church (A 1989.14) 

The minimum number of individuals based upon 
bone duplkation is seventeen (fifteen adults and 
two immatures). The minimum number of 
individuals within this group could be as high as 
25 (22 adults and three immatures) if it could be 
assumed (or had been established during 
excavation) that there has been no mixing of 
material between the different burial contexts. 
However it is clear, particularly in the case of 
contexts 22, 26 and 30 that there had been much 
disturbance of the cemetery, probably in the 
period following the Suppression of the nunncr_i·­
The skeletal material from contexts 22 and 30 lll 

particular has been interpreted as evidence for the 
relatively carefull re-burial of the contents of 
disturbed gr'aves. 

Only three of the skeletons from the United 
Reformed Church site are relatively complete. 
The rest are represented by a few mixed 
fragmentary remains, occasionally by just a sk~I: 
and/or mandible. The condition of the maceri~ 
varies but is generally quite poor, and its natu_re; 
such that the amount of information to be gam d 
is greatly restricted. For example ageing an f 
sexing was often not possible (the problems 0 

ageing have been outlined above p 145) 

Sexing 

Of rhe twenty-two adults in the United Reformfd 
Church group, eight were male, five were ?ma e, 
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ven were of unknown sex and one was female. 
~e only difference \Vich a minimum of fifteen 
dulls is that the number of males falls to seven 

:nd t,•.:o could not be sexed. The uncertainty in 
sc;i: arises if few_ or n~nc of the se~~al 
characteristics survwe_, or Jf a_ s~eleton exh1b1ts 
both male and female character,sucs. 

Ageing 

Of the 25 skeletons in this group, 22 have been 
classed as adult. Only nine of these could be 
assigned a more specific age range; five are 
old/older adults, two are middle-aged and two are 
young. Ofche three immaturcs two.could be aged, 
at si.< 10 eleven years and four to eight years. The 
figures for the age distribution of the adults do not 
chal\ge if one regards the minimum number of 
individual.s as seventeen, and the cwo immaturcs 
included in this total are of the ages given above. 

Dentition 

There are nineteen setS of surviving dentition, 
either partially or fully complete and sometimes 
represented by either just the maxilla or just the 
mandible. Of these, four had at least one carious 
lesion, nine has lost teeth ante mortem, fo\1r had a 
slighr amount of calculus around their teeth and 
one suffered with abcesses.Four of the adult 
skt-letons were thought to be re1atively older as 
their teeth were exceptionally worn. 

Stature 

A number of measurements arc usually taken on the 
adult skull and post cranial skeleton from which 
\':trious indices can then be calculated. These are 
then analysed 10 compare similarities and differences 
both within and between groups. The nature of the 
material in this group me.ant that very few 
measurements were possible. For example> it was 
only POSSible 10 calculate slllture (based on lol\gbone 
lengths) for one individual, the male from 28. Even if 
a longb<>ne is unbroken stature can only be calcularnd 
if the sex of the skeleton can be established as the 
«iuations used vary for males and fen,ales. 

Pathology 

Because so many of the skeletons are incomplete 
•nd fragmented much of the pathology bas 
probably been lost, and in the mixed con1ex1S any 
pathology noted on individual bones usually 
cannot be related to the rest of the skeleton. That 
which survives includes evidence of the 
?c,gencrati...-c wear> pit.ting and bony lipping which 
1s rel~ted to age, trauma or activity. This can be 
seen in the left elbow, both shoulders and spine of 
th•. main skeleton in 27, the upper arm of the 
ma1n sk~leron in 28, vertebral fragments in 30 and 
2~, and m •he spine of the skeleton in 40. 

The same skeletons (except 30 and 26) have 
Schmorl's nodes on their vertebra.I bodi<-s. These are 
lcsion_s on the surface of the body caused by a 
he~ation of the nuclc>ous pulposus (soft centre) of 
the mtcrvertebral disc imo the adjacent body surface. 
This, together with a failure of t:be cartilagenous 
end-pi are causes the characteristic lesion or node. 

The occipital bone from one of the three skulls 
in 26 has a bony protrusion near the nuchat crest 
which resembles a mastoid (found behind the 
ear). Ct is best described as some kind of longtcrm 
ncopl asm which, because of its geographical 
location and the very large muscles which insert 
on the occiput, has developed morphologically to 
imitate a mascoid (A Stirland pcrs comm). 

The shaft of the single left tibia in 30 is greatly 
thickened and bowed in a dislal direction. This 
may be the result of an old fracture or it may be 
Paget's disease. The bone is very heavy and its 
structure is disorganised. The cause is unknown 
but affected bon.es become thickened with an 
incrca-"Se in bone formation and in the later stages of 
the disease have a tendency to fracture. Paget's 
disease can affect one bone of the skeleton or many. 

An isolated left first metatarsal and proximal 
foot phalanx in 26 are fused together. Some 
fragments of longbone in the same context display 
areas of periosteal reaction. This chickening of the 
bone is a result of damage to the periosteum 
either from disease or trauma. 

Much of the rest of the pathology seems to 
relate 10 sltess at various tendinous inser1ions, 
observed as spurring of) or lesions in, the bone al 
sices of tendinous attachment. 

Ske.le tal Inventories 

ln lhc hwcnmry or bone (rom the Abbey Excavations (A 
J 991.2'5) , the individual entries ore order~ firsJ bf year of 
excawtion, and then by the eomc:u number; tn !.hose wum~ 
where lhe provenance can be identified the- ni:w nrchivc 
number by which the oonu:xt ill rtfe-rrcd in the body of the 
published report is gh'Ctl, The original sI;c ~c. where _kn<K''n, 
it also gi\-en. Con1ex,-s which connot b(- ktcnofied arc bs~ed b~· 
orlgin:al sltc code. for lh~ Un.itcd Reformed Church snc (A 
1989.14) the human bone m:atcrio,I is listed in context orckr. 

Of the earlic-r Abbey acin~.ations, only 1917 apptaN 10 ha\~ 
produc~d no human skeletal m:itcrial. h Would be noted th~t 
no human skcktnJ mnrernal was; retained from either th< 1988 
or 199 l excavations.. In both ill$1anccs bum.an ~m• w~s 

•~-~ bu'l 11Jmc,st all o( it from moto tt'CCllt bunals, or tn un ... .., .... i,a.,, , II b • I , 
di-srurbcd contexts. No medieval or car ~r _urn'I .s "ere 

b\"ettd in 1988. Although $0mc chnrnd deposus, prob;,bly 
:~~t•Supprc:Mion dutc:, were idenrititd, the bo.nc was N:• 
buried immcdi:ncly. In 1991, one probnblc Pb.asc 8 g:r.wc 
(contl!)(t 7089) w•a.s idl:ntificd., but this was n<,t cxn~!ed 
bee.nut< it wo;$ not directly thrc~ccncd by the oom:crvaaon 
works-which prompted tl\e cxc:.'hlnon. . . 

Th hunu1n skclcul m1ueri.ll from tbt: Un111:d Reformed 
Ch ;b she was scanned, ond a selection m3dc o_( bones (or 
fur~cr anuJ is and rcpol't. 1be skclctal t1w~t0()' is ~ubllshcd 

• . );Sth only the addlrion of phaMJ'I& tnformimon. ~c 
:a~~:~: p~bliihcd in lhis ft'J)Ort was catalogued b}' 08_~•~ 

nd his etii-a.logue fonn$ pan of lhc research urchi '<­
\'('heh. •htk>'•,1"1 be hou.sed with the material arcbi,•c al the 
W IC WI • 
Hamp$hitt CountY Mu~cum Scrvt«. 
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Romsey Abbey 1973-1979 

Romsey Abbey 1973 (RA 73) 

Grave 1083::: RA 73 Grave I 

Burial associated with the second 'phase of 1he c-astern 
Chapels (Phase 15) 
/Jqnes prue,tt 
SkeJc-1,on complete, apan from the left femur and fome h:md 
and foot bone,. 
J:k,in'rion 

R 876-- 321 

87 --4321 

A 
123---78 

1234 - 678 

L 

The-re i$ evidence of a possibtc abccss at upper left. 7, 
Maxilla - J.arge gaps between the an1.:crior teeth $Uggcst flat 
either the 4 '$ and S's "'-'Ct'C lost $Orne time before death. giving 
time for the other teeth to migrate out of place, or there is a 
congenital absenoe of the 4.'s and / or s·•s. Toe upper left 7 is 
at a: st\,'Cfe angle, leaning inwards in a mcsial d.itection into lhe 
space left by the previously lost upper left 6. 
The lower Id\: 8 has two main roou and one smaller one 
(the norm for 10..-;;·er molan is just two roou). The upper S's 
each have lhrcc main roots and one smaller on.e (the: norm 
for upper molars is iust three roots). 
Ag, M;ddlc-aged adult 
Su. male 
SUllu~ 1.71m ± 4.57cm (using length of humerus) 
Pa1hq/,gy 
Th.is skeleton appem to demonsmue lbc prc.5encc of diffuse 
idiopathic skeletal hyperostos-it (OISH), a degeacnnive 
condition which involves the excessive production of bone. 
l11is is ba!st obs<rved M !he spine where Ih• mttbnil bodies 
of lhc. thoracic 4 to thoracic 11 (inclu.$i,;'C) are fused ,ogcther 
by a. line or bony growth run.n.ing continuously ak,ng the right 
hand side of the veneb.ral bodies (ruembling wax running 
down a caodlc). The insertions of the JY.1tcll:1e li.gameots on lbe: 
tibiae arc spurred, The distal articulations of ho th first 
mctatatSals demonstrate severe lipping and breakdOwtl of the 
rims. This is matched OD lhc first right phalanx at its proximal 
end. There arc smaU exostoses on the media.I side of the 
cuboid. The head of the first left mcUtCarpal, and distal end of 
the first lc:li p,oximal phalanx sbow pitting and cxpam;on of 
t.he bone. The distal end of the fifth right metacai:paJ shows 
rcmoddting of tbc bone with lesions. Some of the cost:al 
no,ches of the sternum ha1,e bony lipping, matched by the 
same on some stem.al rib cn<h. The sternal ends of ·the first 
ribs hav, ossified c:osul car,JJages. The fcmora ha,,. slight bony 
lipping: around dlcir distal articulation,, as do bor.h pat_cUac 
around their articular rims, Both scapulae have roughening 
and pining on their acromions whttc the clavicles aniculatc. 
The lareral ends of both dfflclt• ate disrorted with ro"81><:ning 
and pitting, although thi, i$ more $CYCrc on the left. The $pine 
alsQ has lipping on the odomoid prooc$S of the axis, a.n,d on the 
body rims of ccrvicals 41 5 and 6, and thoracic I, 2 and 3. The 
articulations of the lancr arc also affected, as a« lhosc of 
thoracic: 5. Bony lipping of the vertebral bodies also OCCW'$ 

further down the SP;inc on thoracic J I and 12. The vercebral 
bodies of lumba.rs 2 to 4 ('mc1ush.·e) and thoracic I J have 
Sdunorl's oodes. Tbc:rc is a swdling on the m.id-shaft anterior 
crest of lhc right tibia. and both o0iae havt' periosteal reaction 
on dleir medial shafts. Both fibulae also have areas of pcriosteal 
reaction, distally on tbc righ1, and medially and proximlllly on 
the left. The left ankle demonstrates severe St.rain and a 
probable rupture of the lateral ligaments, rcsu·lting l.n 
expa.nsioo and cxua bony growth on I.be fibu.Ja, and much 
extra bone on the areas of losenion of the lntero:n,eous 
ligament on both 6bula and tibia, There is spurring on the area 
of imcrtion of the solcous on both tibiae and 6bul;1e. 11 may be 
that me pe:riosteal rcacrion on lbc fibuJ# and ubiae. whc-re not 
associated with ligamentou.a stress, i, due to venous stasis 

(vari00$C veins). h could be s\.lggcited from the gcl\Cnll swc of 
this gkcletoo that the individual may have. been a person of 
some status and richly Q\-Crfcd. 

Grave 1084 = RA 73 Grave 2 

Burial ~s.sociatcd whb the second phase of the ea,icrn 
Chapels (Phase 15) 
&naprut,u 
both clavicles 
both scapulae 
srcmum 
manubrium 
both humeri 
both rudii 
both ulnae 
6 right ribs + fragmcoti 
4 thoracic 't'C:rtcbrac 
J lumbar ,•crtebrae 
the bones arc broken and fragmented. 
Ag, Adult 
Sex UnJcnown 
PathofDp 
The body of the a.cc.mum has a lesion perforating d)e booe 
near its proximal end. One Ju.mbar vertebra has lipping 
around the unbrokc.n superior body rim. This also occun on 
S.Qme of the thoracic ,·crtcbral body rim f'ra.&ments. 

Grave 1085 = RA 73 Grave 3 

Burial associated wilh the second phase of the eastern 
Chapels (Phase 15) 
&napru,n, 
fragmcnu of skull 
mandible 
boch clavicles 
both scapulae 
sternum 
mmubrium 
both humeri 
both radii 
both utnac 
I I carpals 
8 mc.tacarpals 
3 htnd phalanges 
I right rib 
6 tl)oracic vertebrae 
5 lumbar vertebrae 
sacrum with all 5 segmenlS 
boU\ innominatcs 
both fomora 
Dfflii·,um 

R -------- I 
87 ------

L 

Loose teeth include l lower molar, l upper molar, 6 
incisors, 4 camncs- and 5 premolars-. 
Ag, Young •dolt 
Stt Male 
$11Jturt 1.77m t 3. 91 c:m (based on femoral lc.ng:t.b.) 
Po,/u,/,gy 
Upping of the body rims of lwnbar; and upper sacral "8"lenL 
Scbmod's nodes occur on lhc two upper tumbar ,uicbnle. The 
thoracic: \~cbrac J)t'CS(:nt ,re UlO$C from the upper spine, and 
I.heir bodies arc elongated in an antttior d:im:tion. 

Grave 1086 = RA 73 Grave 4 

Burial astoci•ted with the second ph.Hc. of the eastern 
Chapels (Phase 15) 
8011apmem 
fragment$ of skull 
mandible 
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b<,thclavic1es 
bod\SC4PUhliC' 
itcm\lm 
bochhumcri 
t,olhr.ad.ii 
bochutnac 
) Car1)3.IS 

6 mctac:uinls 
12 hand pbalang« 
9 left & 7 right ribs + (n,gmcms 
5 cc.Meal \-Ct1cbrae 
12 thon1cic ,iertcbrac 
2 lumbar n::t1cbrae 
Den.tiiion 

R 

Ag, Adult 
St:c Mak 

8 ----- --

8-------

L 

------ - 8 

Swr~ 1,72m ± 4.66cm ~scd on length of radius) 
/"1/rcl,gy 
The $tc:rn•l cnd.s of four rib$ o.nd both clavicles ha\'c 
wt:aring:, pitting IU'ld bony lippins.. Many cosnd pitS of the 
Lhortcic wncbrtc abo show this, with vertebral bodiu 
which arc: e.101ig111ted anccriorly and have bony lipping. 
Thoracies l0 and 11 ha\'< Scl\morl's nodes. 

GTaw 1081 = RA. 73 Gravt" S 

Burial associated with the tccond phase of the c.11stcrQ 
Chapels (Phase l S) 
8'"10 J"(##nt 
both femora 
both patellae 
boch tibioc 
bc;uh fi~ulac 
14 tanllls 
9 mctataruls 
14 foot phalanges 
0tlt"bmta 
anim2I b(mes 
,4.p Adult 
Sa Unl<nown 
l'oU>OM>t}/ 
T'be right fibula has an area or non~spe:c-ific pcr ioi1ul 
re.action on tbe aicdi•1 shaft. The fir$t metatarsal has a 
J,rgc lesion a t the distal end over the poi.nt at wbic:h the 
articulation begins - a probable bunion. There is. some 
pitting and eburoation on the volar proximal 
articulation. 

RA 13 FI (pro\,:nano: not identified) 
Unphascd. 
.8o'ldf1rtS.tml 

fragmenu of skull 
l-cft SC2pula 
both humeri 
both n.dii 
both ulnae 
2 carpsb 
4 metacarpal.$ 
.5 h.and pha1angC$ 
1 rigln & 4 left ribs + fragments 
4 thoracic \'t:rtcbrae 
I lumbar \•er1eb~ 
2 st,pncnu, or s.aaum 
both innominau~s 
both rcmora 
bolh u'biac 
riaht tibuJa 
7 tatUls 
9 mct'8W1tls 
3 foot phalange:$ 

orhtr""11a (not 11ssociatcd whh :.bove u,diYiduat): 
I hu,nen.l head 
fnigmcnr of left lnnom.inate 
I metacarpal 
n.n.imal bones 
Det11iUCr1 

R 

--345- --

L 

Thett !~ nlso ooc other prctnolar and a lower mo1ar (6th or 
7 th). l he mol:ar dc.monSU'atcs wear, but it would be 
mi$leadi.og to try to age the sUJe1on from thif a1 (o) h is not 
clear if the tooc.h i.$ a 6 or 7, and (b) the: upper dentition is 
1.1nkno-.\'n, and the opposing molar may bav(: b«:n l~t onte 
mortem, 
Ap Adult 
Stx Female 
Par/,oi,,i/y 
The dis-u.l condylar articulations of the fe.mora. and the 
proximsl condyks of the 1i'oiae have lipping around their 
margins. Also, the lateral edges of the anterior articular 
surfaces <>f the femor,; (whert :i.rdculation with (he patella 
occurs) demonstrates wear, pitting and cbumation of lhc 
bone. 

Romsey Abbey 1973: Contexu producing human bone 
1:ncludcd I.a the archive report but not publlihrd. 

Archi\•C Original 
Contm Context 
number numbering 

Archive Ori&UUIJ 
Co.o,cxt Context 
numbtr nwnberina 

1078 :; RA 73 context A()) 1078 = AA 73 context 
A(8) 

1078 :; RA 73 contnt A(7) 1070 = RA 73 •ditch 
oonh ofLady 
Chopel' 

Note: (na) indicates fl 6ods context which hat no archive 
coo1cxt number, :u'ld which cO.nnOI bot identified with any 
stratigraphic unit-s. 

Romsey Abbey 1974 (RA 74) 
M 14 (11) (p«wfflano: not identified') 

U npb.ascd 
:&,.,ra prnm1 
fragmcntl or skull 

4 right (emort 
3 left fcmora 

1 right ulnae 
I left ulna 

4 left tibiae 
4 right tibiae 

l pair radii 

I left humtt1.1s 
2 right humeri 

J fibula 

3 pairs &2 unp11.ired 

1 pair & J unpaired 

2 tragmcnu of ?right scapulae 
..3 right iru)ominatcs 
L fragtnem of ,tttcbBI body 
4 halves of vertebral arehes 
7 kft and 5 right ribs 
2 clavicles unpai.rcd 
.3 metaiartals 
2 phalanges 
oth« fragmct1ts 
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All lhC bonct arc immature. TbcH bonU rcptt•cnt 1hc 
R't:n11J1t, c,,C u k-a.,t fn-c an,dmduak.. No tcc:lh ttmatth Nt the: 
o..r ,u,J -I de\'<k-1 .,( tb< - •uU<•h tlw all 
were otr-cmcly young 

RollDU)' Abbey t974t Contexts prOdudna hu:man boac 
Included lo t.ho archive report but not published~ 

-.. On.1,n,J 
\.unmcl Contut 
nwnbtr nwnbmn& 

2098 = RA 'M contcict 
GA<4•, 

2106 ~ RA 74 con,m 
GA(,1) 

Ardu>< 
Contnt 
numbn 

212, = RA 74 tOOIC'.Xt 
)(71>) 

~otc-: (n1) md1\;1ttt a find, tcm1ca1 wtuch ha, no arch1,~ 
conttxt number, aod which cannot be idcnufinl wuh any 
~W\lh 

Romsey Abbey 1975 (RA 75) 
G.,.,,.. 1100, 3101 & 3101 ~ RA 7$ (JJ) 

Unc:crt11n phasma. Thrtt panllel amu were sealed b)· the 
(oounp o( the P1tbh Chwd> 11<1< on Ille: north side (Phate 
lo) and J'tt'umably .-.a,cd .-uh Ille: 1'onnan and later 
abbey. The fill» of the 1nvcs 1ppc::ar to ha,-e been excavated 
It OM context. --l riaht fi:mur 
botb6bula< 
IID<t&W'J&ls 
tlr;ull Cnta,ncnts 
) ,-mc!>nl -
lonat,ont fragm,nu 
All immltUJT 
0i1w-. 
A fnpn,nt of ubial an,n,lauon ,.h,ch come. from • tugu 
individual_ thin the above enhicr an adult. or an older 
- md,\,dual when, tb< q,,rb),a att - ach-.nccd 
"' d~lopmmt. Thcttfc>tt th1J aroup contains mn11ns from 
at lt111t N'O andividual1. 

Gnvo 3110 • RA 15 (81), (//8) and (120) (not sit< code,) 

l'hak 8 burwl. ldcnu6cd III Arch""'"""°" n RA ,s (81) 
(88) u"'I (IZO). ' 
(81) --shaft ur left ubll• 
2m<uwsah 
I pholanx 
All adult 
(88: --· 2 (nam,nu nr adult pdviJ 
S.. >\Ilk 
(120) 
&,,,,, ptts.t.tt, 
..... ___ o(np,i [,bull 

7 n,:ht taruh 
8 ri&tn mctata.ruls ... _,,,,........,.. 
AD adult 

Gra"" 3117" RA 7S (I), (It) o, (j) 
Pbaw6bun.,I --(0 fnagmcnt~ ohkuU -np,idn,de 

b<>lh,apul.o< 
r,ahthum<nd 
rad, ... 
left ulna 
I mc-tacarrtl 
3 rh•'-" 
9 left Ind 2 n&ht nl>o + fnsn,mh 
fnamml-' C'( \'fftcbnc 
sacrum of 5 tq;mc-nt. 
both umorninatts 

(h) nah• fcm<>ral h<a4 and nc<k 
en.,,...., of nb hud 
I other 

(j) frapncnll o( nb< 
D,,r,....,.. .iwu co 

R -=-~-:-:-:-~-~-~~ 
C 

I. 

Thctt 11 • canct c1,·uy on the dutal «own aod . of 
mandobullr kft , "'°' 
A11< (I) Adult 
S,x (I) ? f..:m•lc 

Gra,-., 3129: RA 1S (•J 

~7bunal 
&ma~t11l 
(nc,ncntJ o( ,iwu 
mandible 
left davidc 
Id\ acapull 
3 left nbl 
I c«vical vutcbn< 
Dmm ... 

R 

876 )21 

L 

12)4 - 67 -

On IIK_ naht <ul< of the =nd•blc one of th< rmn<>lln ~ 
congcmtally al>lffl,, ,e. thttc is only on, l'ff'l'Obr. loot po,< 
mortem, 1be ld't 1,Mk tS norm:al With "''O pmnotan.. oo,c ol 
v.iuch was Ioli ante mortem. 
A11< Youna adult 
Sn: c.-,, 

Gra,.., 3131 )1)1 c RA 75 (a) & (II) 

Pha1< 7 bunal 
&n., ,.,,.,., 
(1) •kull (no mandJbl<} 
{a) frqm<nll of n11l1t innonunat< 

nah• rwou, 
""'' f<mnnl .... ,, 
I tanab 
I .nciti(,,r N canine, aU"Cffl('ly worn 

O,,,n,..., - •kull (1) 

R _R1:~-11_: I :- 1~~:: s 

Az,, (1) Middlc-:>g<J adult 
S.. (1) Mak 

Craw 11)3 3U-I : RA 75 (I,) 

Pbat< 7 buna1 
&,,.,,,.,_ 
fnpncnts of •kull 
boc.bda,idn 
bod, ... pwl<" 

L 

I 
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1, .. -
lc-ft uln:t 
1 kl\ nbl iu,J l nth• 
• ._,cin,ca& wncbrw 
0 lh-"1K'1t \'(fldln( 

o., .. w.iio, 

R 
C 
12 -~-- I, 

\\Julbry ri$ht ) hi, a u.n-•u• lnk'ltl M the ~aal CfU'A'tl. 

A.f. Mull laclk'C" ol-, ~ l«'(h ~ tba& an 
110 ob111ncJ from the- 1i;.l) mu1ll1ry molus bt\td on 
1nn1i00 mil,ht be ml4kaJint) 
S. \bk 
p.,,~ 
Thctt it "'me ttros of the aro or lnnruon or ,he 
0 ,....,,..... ....,...., <m di< left ,I lb, d,,,dc 

Gt11\,. )US• RA 7S (t-) 

ftl.i.c7bUNI 
Re"'' pmtlft 
"-3ol,kull -left humcru, 
I lbrnac \"'Cf\cbn 

left -Jd\ femur 

°"""""' 
R 

7 HJ • f - HH67 
C 

[. 

Tkrt att ah,o ) lO<'tk mu1lltrJ molan and 2 •~ 
_..,. molon (,t<). ,\W>dibular Id\ 6 h .. 1 11rct an<1 
Ctvlt)' on 1hc muial O'OYrTI 1nd root. 
Air v._1<1..i. 
So i.\\ak 
,.,,,"'1/./rJI 
'T1kff • • la,p _.., node on tlw ..r- body ol tb< 
--cl,n ,tlw..._bodybaa-.,.ay). 

Gnn-c: JI~ • pGNlbly RA 1S ..,_.4t""O' pd I (-. 

Ptmiblt Phase et b\lrial --· -6-
bochctmcln 
both tcapuJac­,.. -.,, 
nah1niJ1~ 
ncht ulna 
I~ 
" ~ lrlid , nctu nbi + fnpnnm 
fnamcnu, of tt lent 7 wm:·br1c 
both- T#t'-·-Az, adult 

So --.., 
Ahhoua,h broken and (na:mcnicd, ,<uttc of 1hc vt"tltbraJ 
arucus,uom dl"f'iay kvr~ Plttana and ~ Some ot 
dw 'tfftirhral 1',,.Jebct 1-h,,w- a bttatdoa-n ol lhr naK n.,o 
Vfftebral bodic-, h~ S~hmorl'• nocks on bolh body tktcs, 
and one Ytttcbra h.as Ol'IIC' on 1t1 anrcnor ~ only 

Ora,--e ) ISl : pou:lbly HA 15 •ooko~ pir 2 J.Jaa 2 (t-1"1;) ,_,_ --fnamcnt, or,kull 
~ ..... ,._ indud,otkmur 

I ...,.tanol 
ft11smmh of taP"l.l 
~ 
\ome ot ihr: tl:ull rr.,n.C'nts d11rbr mn,al J!Of('t,llf ◄ 1M 
pUtang of the ,u,fact: of the ulvu,um lhou1h1 to be 
a1 110aatcJ wnh m,n ocfic."W1'1Cy anMmia a, 1 dwd) 

Gm,"C 31S1 • potalb,ty RA 1S a.ooAotao, p,lt 2 t,oa I (sit) 

""-<7bunll 
ll..lttin ~""" 
(npnmt, "' ttuU 
2 lcll ndli 
n1tu ptcdb 
fApcnh "' \Cl.pill• 
,_ ..... cok-... 
? mnata.twb 
I h•nd phaliUlX. 
riretudavidc 
nah1 ann..llllUnlllc and Othtt pch1c frq;trlffltl 
I hwn<Nlbad 
d ,nal hpnen1 ol femur 
,..,,,nl>~ 
Th• rq,tt\<ntt N rtm.lUb of., lc-J" tyfl,) mJMJ\Mh.. 

Craw )lit • alee: codn RA 1S CO#I-VU (6S) nit ( IU) 

1 "hate 7 bunal --Shaft cl ntht lanur 
0<1tcri.-. 
r...,..,.. .. o1....,.111,o,w and lfflh. 

G.-.,~ ) 1Sl • RA 7.1 Nflt~Jd (12) CIII ( 111) 

Phat<6bunal ----1 un,1, 
( ,_no(..,,..,._ ,nclod"" (<mw, ...i,., anJ lllNla. 
"The b(inn. an aD adwk buc an ,ur poor cand.iuon 

Gn"""° J1S9 • RA 1S c.-ontal ( '6) tvt (I IS) 

Ph<,e. bunal 
!JmaJtNJintl 
I &ea,,t<nt oiboman bM< 

Gn,~ ))01 ~ HA 1S «»ttut (1)) n,t (111) 

Pha.• 7 bunal The 111c notn ttC'Ofd an alnwti comrktc: 
, tctc-tun (lkk.lfla skull one collar bone' and ~ 1nnl from. 
(OftlOl (1)) So tk(ktal mtlcrial .. walopcd \l!Wtf lhSJ 
numbrt. Tbcff • a -'11h1 po.ubwr,• chic the tlc-lituJ m.lcnal 
b»ted tn the: al'\:hl\"C' t'C'POf1 (Olbornc l988) n RA 7j 18:?} 
• ...,, t,dow l'1> 00) m.,uld b< IJ<noficd •1'h thn bun&! 

0:nw )JOS ~ IU 1S NHtt~t (1J) ad ( I "J 

....... , ....... --Imel~ 
rib tnc,n,m1• 
fn.;nwruj ol "--apub 
di.slll trqrn<nC of ncht humct'US 
Th<tv-attallldolt 

RA 1$ (41) ~t flo(M icknufi-=d) 

unri-_, _,., 
"-"°'""'JI 2 Id\ ,nnoanu1cs 
(ra

1
m,nts or ucr1o1rn •bu:h 1mc\ll, 1c W1th one- af chc-

um,om~N 
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proximal cr>d or a lcfl ulna 
proximal cod or a left radiull 
di$ULl end of a left. humerus 
cenuail shaft fragment of femur 
fragment of tibial sh3ft 
other fragments of longbones 
6 \'encbral bodies 
Tht presence of two Jct't innomin8't-S shows rha t this 
group contains the rcniains of al least two individuals both 
adu.lt. 

RA 75 (76} (provenance not identified) 

Vnphas«I 
Bones pn,.unr 
s~l 
mandible 
both 1capula 
left humerus 
ndiU$ 
left ulna 
1 hand phalanx 
4 left ribs and I riibt 
1 cervical vertebra 
1 thoracic vertebra 
2 lumbar \'crtcbrac 
2 se,gmenu of sacrum 
complete pelvis 
both remora 
both tibfac 
I tacSal 
all bones arc fragr:nemcd 
Demitio,r 
Mandibular right 3, 4, 5, 6 present, the rest of the jaw is 
missing. 
Ag, Adult 
&x ?male 

RA 7$ (89) (provtnancc not identified) 

Unphascd 
&,,us prutns 
fragments of skull 
fragments or mandible 
fragments of rib 
1 righ1 clavicle 
All arc immature 
Dffltilion 
3 adult molar, M6's } 
3 aduJt ineison 
2 adult canine$ 

all partly devcloped 

4 deciduous roolan } 
5 deciduous incison not 3JI r,he roots arc fully dc~.topcd 
2 deciduous canines 
2 deciduous molars in situ 

Ag, 2 yars :I: 8 months 

RA 75 (B2) (possibly from Grave 3301 = RA 75 ix,,ir,x, (7J) 
cur (117)) 

GraYc 330 I is a Phase 7 buria1. Tbc identification is 
ttntat-i\•C. 
Bona pt"CSffll 

left humcl"U$ 
ulna 
right fibula 
right patella 
4 metatarsals 
7 tarsals 
tibia 
left aod riibt femora 
right innominate 
All bones art badJy fragmented. AU are adult. 

RA 1S (B4) (provenance not identified} 

Unphased 
&mtsprwml 
l°ragJnenlS oflcfi and right innominatc 
z right fc.mora and I left 
left fibula 
tcft and right tibiae 
right hu.merus 
right talus 1nd c.alcancus 
1 foor phalanx 
other fragments 
]bcsc bones .rcpttSent some of lhc remains of at IC3$t t\llQ 

individuals. The left femur is too worn and broken to try to 
pair with the rights. The only femoral head diameter 
measurement is on the one of the right fcmora and is 
500mm. This indicates a maJe. 

Romsey Abbey 1975: Contexts producing hum.an bone 
included in the arc.h.h•e repor, but not published. 

A.rchi,•e Original At<:hiv, Original 
Context Context Context Context 
number numbering numbr nwnbcdng 

(3222) =RA 75 context (3246) =RA 7S comcxt 
( 14) (70) 

(na) =RA 75 context (na) =RA 75 context 
(26) (78) 

(no) =RA 75 context (na) =RA 75 context 
(29) (SS) 

(llll) =RA 75 comext (na) =RA 75 COnt'CXt 

(30) (87) 
(na) =RA 75 context (na) =RA 75 BI 

(34) 
(na) =RA 75 context 

(59) 

Noce: (na) indicate$ a finds context which has no archive 
context number, and which cannot be identified with any 
Stratigraphic units. 

Romsey Abbey 1979 (RA 79) 
Grave S119 = RA 79 E6 

Phase 7 
&:mupresnu 
fr.laments of scapula 
both humeri 
both radii 
bolh ulnae 
3 carpaJs 
9 metacarpals 
I 0 hand phalanges 
8. left and S right ribs and fragments 
6 cervical vutcbrae 
9 lhoraclc vertebrae 
5 lumbar ,·crttbrae 
sacrum of four segments 
both i.nnominates 
both fomora 
bor;h patellae 
both tibia.e 
both fibulae 
10 tarsals 
8 metatarsals 
5 foot :Phalangcf 
Ag, adult 
Sa ?Female 
Auhd<,gy 
Both pateUac, distaJ rcmoraJ 11rriculetions and proximal tibia! 
articulations have bony Upping around some a1t.as of their 
articular rims, and lhc patellae exhibit roughening and 
pitting on their medial articular r,ccrs-. Similarly, both 

( 



44·1 "RA i1 '11111: 
I» 
-:llA-:tGR:1 
'!. 
-:ltiti-. 
.If/ 
=l\itelml" 

"' ,~1:sm 

UNrreo REFORM C)-IURCH 1989 153 

a«tiibu14tc of lhc pch'es have are:11 of roughening and pittina 
along \hdr inferior rim,_ Unfonunatcly the ct,rruponding 
sttd oflhe ((moral heads are missing. 
l)egcoeratl\"t: diSC11.$C also occurs in lhc spine; all the c:crvkal 
,•ertcbntl bodies and arrkulatio11.$ arc affected in vuyina; 
degre,t$, 11,e ,ymp1orns ~tt less marked on the upper 
thoradc:s., but· incrc-a.sc further down the $pine, 1he lower 
tbonicics ;J,o displaying wearing and pitting of the conal 
piu. "fnc articulations of the lumbar \~tcbr2c are sc,--ert1y 
distorted in $hapc, with wear o.nd pitting on their s.uffllccs, as 
ntt the \-tttcbral 1miC\llatiOO$ of the saaum, 
The rieht 6bulca ha.$ an osteoph)'tc 00 iis-tcyloid proocss, and 
the radius and uh\a have s.ornc bony lipping a.round both 
distal anic:uJarions. The same OCCW"$ around the proxim,al 
11niculatio~ of bath Is, mec.acarp3)$. 
~ left I s:t meuuarn1J is dis1ortcd with a bony growth :u the 
proxi.Jno.l medial articulation and shaft, :'I probable: bunion. 

Grave 51?7 = RA 7.,9 6$ 

Pb..,8 
&,uspmtlll 
rigbl t11diu.s 
bo1.b ulnae 
3 carpal.$ 
6 mcto.earpals 
10 hand phalanges 
2 tumbir ,·c::ncbrae 
• uerum of 6vc sepncms 
both innomin:u ~ 
right femur 
both pa1dl_ac 
both tibia< 
bolh fibuJae 
12.arsals 
9 metat)t'UJS 
11 foot ph21angt-s 
Agt adult 
S.X IFcm,l• 

Rom.sey Abbey 1979: Contexts producing human bone 
lnc:ludtd in the atthh-e report bu·t not published. 

Atthive Origin>l Archh·c: Ori.ainal 
Con1e,ci Coomct Context Comc:~t 
number numbering numbr numbering 

5002 =RA 79conu:xt 5003 :::RA 79 context 
D (3) E(2) 

Note: ·me: archh•e nu.mbtrs givt:n here relate onl)' 10 the 
finds; the groups of finds. cannot be identified with any 
SU11tigraphie unit1, 

United Reformed Church 1989 
(A 1989.14) 

Grave 42: fill 40 

Ph>$<8 
l.J<,Mt~r 
Skllll 
Mandible 
Se.,'t:n CC'rvical vtrtc:bra,e 
'Th.-eh-c thoracic vertebrae 
Five h.unbar v-ci,~e 
Sacnun with duec surviving scgm.wu 
Sternum 
Both daviclet 
Both scapulae 
PiVc- lcl't ond $ix right n'bl 
Both humeri 
Both radii 

Botll ulnae 
Five left .ind 6\'c right ca.rp2b 
Five ltft and fiw: riibt metacarpals 
2~ hand phalang(:s 
Both iMominat~ 
80th fcm-ora 
Both patcUac 
Both ~ihiae 
Both fibulae 
Five left and 6\'C right t.an.als 
Four left: and fr.<c: right mcmanab 
Six fooc-phaJ:m~ 
This skeleton is in a ttlati\-dy poor condition. 
l>tnJirion 

R 

R 

87650--

8765432 1 

- 2345678 

12345678 

L 

L 

1nc::tt is a $light amount o( calculus around the teeth., 
.A~ Adult 
Sa Male 
PaJhol,gy 
The left ulna has spurring on lhe olccranoo ilt the insertion 
of trioc:ps. The right cl2\•iclc 1)3$ ::t lesion at the insertion of 
the CO$COC-lt.vk:ular li.gomcnt. The spine tuis SC'hmo-rt•s nodes 
r unning from thoracic $i.X to clc,·en (inclusive). There is 
lipping around both \be su~rior and inferior body rim or 
lumbar two. There i-s more marked lipping aroun d the 
$Upcrior body rim of lumbar thtte which ~s a000mp10ied by 
wear and pitting. 

Grave 46: .fill 28 

Phase 8 
.&nr&~nt 
Skull (maxma Qllly) 
Mandible: 
One «rvi~~ vcnebra 
"twelve thoracic \ 'Ctltbrae 
five lwnbar vtncbrac 
Complete sacrum with coocyx 
Manubrium 
Both clavicles 
Both scapulae 
Ten Jc:ft and nint right ribt 
Both humeri 
Bo-\l1. radii 
Both ulnae 
F ive left and five right cup1111$ 
Four left 1tnd 6,-c right mctacarpi,1J 
Nineteen hand ph:1.langes 
Boch innomin.atC$ 
Bolh femora 
Both pateUae 
Both tibfae 
Bolh fibulae 
Five left l\l'ld Se\',ctl right w,als 
Five left and 6vc right metawuls 
1\i.'ffl~ (001 phalll.l'l&'C' 
t-our ses:amokb 
This -skeleton is in a n:lati~ly good condition. 

l.knn·hO# 

t-0' C 
R 876- - 3--

NP 
- - J45678 L 

R. - 765432 - --)456-- L 
C C 

Muilluy- right six has a moderate siud cotfous ldion in the 
occlusaJ s:'1f{acc:. Mandibular right ,ix and kVCD ea.di ha\>c a 
large lesion in the buccaJ ntck. 
A~ M,iddk:-•gcd ,duh 
S#S 1\Ule 
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Srow rc l .78m%4cm (5'10"±1'61 
PuthaiogJ• 
Both calcanii hnYe .spurdng of the Achilles tt.1ldon (on the 
heel$}, 1lterc a~ two lesions in the proximal articulation of 
oac of the first proxim3,I f'oot phalanges. 801h pntclfae have 
spurnng a.n their a.otcrior a\Jrfaces at the in.sertion-s <>f 1rcctus 
fcmoris. The $pine has Schmo.rt•s nodes running from 
thoracics fi\'e ro ten (inclusive). Both fibulae hiwe spurring at 
the iuscrtions of the anterior talo6bufar ligaments ~t their 
distal end$. Both humeri have lipping accompanied by wear 
and pining oo their lesser tubercles. 
The above represent$ one indfriduaJ .skelcu;m. 
Alto Qcaring the tame context number (28) but boxed 
sep:i.rately and not belonging tQ t.hc flbo\'e s.re the fothY1\o'ing:• 
Two broken ltlt femom 
A frogmcm of femoral bead 100 smaJI to ~long ro either of 
thc.abo\'C' 
One 6rs1 right metattu"Sru 
A fragment of right innominalc + other fragment, 
One right patella 
A fragment of one sacral segmem 
T"'O fragment$ o(humcr.11 head 
One first right metacarpal 
One finiCr phalanx 
Fragments of two skulls 
One lower molar 
The above represents the remains of at least thtte adult 
individuals. 

Grn"" ss, au 27 

Phase 7 
&,,,., preunt 
Skull 
Mandible 
Seven c-ervical venebrac 
Tv;·clvt: thoraclo \·ertebrac 
fo'I: lumbar vembrnc 
Complete sacrum with cocc.yx 
Sternum 
Manubrium 
Both clavldcs 
Both scapulae 
Six left and nine righ1 ribs 
Both humeri 
Both radii 
Both ulnae 
Two left and one right carpal 
Five left and five right metacarpaJ! 
Fifteen hand phalanges 
Both immoninatcs 
Left femur 
Both n"biac 
One left mct:at3.rsal 
Also (not belonging_ to the abO\'C skeleton) 
One skull 
Two mandibles. 
One thoracic vertebra 
One ccrvka1 venebrn 
Animal bone 

The demino,i of t"4 main Jkek10,i 

R 

R ------78 
cc 

L 

L 

Ma.odibulllr left 7 ha$ one laf8e carious lesion in the mC$ial 
crown and one in che distal crown. Ltf't 8 has a mediu1n 
$tied 1C$'0n in the mesiaJ neck and one in the bucc:il ncc,k. 
A;:, Oldadult 
SM Male 
Patholqgy 
1'1le left r;,;d~us and. ulna hn~·c some sligbt lipping 3rou.nd the 
rims or thclt proximal arnculationll. In the spine there i, 

lipping on the den, of the axi& (the t;ttond cervical YCrr,ebra) 
and on the inferlo.r body rim of ccrvicaJ fi\'e and superior 
body rim of cervical t ix. The body surfaces of the lantr t\4'0 

a~ woro and pined. Slight lipping ca.n be. &ecn on th<>s 
lhorac:,c Ytttc:brae where the bod.it~ art unbroken, bccomi~ 
more marked on the iofcrior amcrior body of thoracic 
twelve, the inferior rigbt body of lumbar lV.'O and both the 
superior and inferior body rims of lumbar thrcc, The 1ip5)ing 
becomes. less marked on I.he .superior body tim of lumbar 
four. "'Inerc arc Scbmorl's nodes on the inferior bodies of 
h.ambars one and two. Lumbar five has a partial 
spondylolysis on the right side ie. I.he inferior articular 
proce5s is separated from the superior on the right side. 
There is ossification of the ligantcntum flavum along the 
spine. The gleooids of both scapulae havt- lipping around 
thtir rims. 'There is o~sification of the CO$tal cartilage at tht 
sternal end5 of both fll'St ribs. Both hwneri haYC lesions 11 
the insertions. of Lati5,imus dol'$i. 
o.,,n·rio11 of the m :;ond skull ond ma11dibl~ 

R 

R 

87654 3 2-

87654321 

1-3 45678 

- 2345678 

L 

L 

There is a slight amount of calculus around the teeth. 
,1.i,, Adult 
Stx Male 
Htatl shafM Dolichocrank (narrow/long headed) 
The ,Umtition of lltt third mt.tndible 

R L 

The remains from this comext represent thttc adults, at 
least two of which arc male. One of the Inner h: an older 
individual. 

Context22 

No1 a grave. Grovel l:iycr created during later disturbance of 
cemetery, Contemporary with context 26. Date -uncertain, 
l)O:Ssibly late mcdicvaJ or PoSt•mtdiewl. 
Bones pnisetu 
I skull 
maxiUae from 2 other s-kulls 
6 mandibles 
Dtmitf/J,, of maxilla 'I• 

R - 7 --4321 

Denritiorr of max,7/a '2' 

R 

12345678 L 

L 

The conditions of I.he mrucillae and mandibles is such that it 
is not postibJe to see if any go together. 

Dt,,ririo,i of mandibk 'I ' 

R 8761432 1 
A 

- 23456 -­
A 

L 

There i'> an ab~ arouad the buccal rooa of both 6's. Th<: 
teeth are all excremely \\-"Orn suggesting on. older individoil. 
The m~ndible is large and square indicating-a posSl'ble male. 

Dnuilion of mo,rdibk •21 

R 87654321 1------- L 

There iJ 3 slight imounr or calculus around the tttth. This 
is n poS1ibJe mtile. 

Dt.mirion of n,andi'bll' 'J' 

R 876543 - 1 
NP 

---- S6 -- L 
NP 



41♦11 t --

... ~ 
L 

qll:zr_, 

" )I. °"' .,,,.. ... 

,H6i4 l - -
I 

IJNTTllD REFORM CHURCH 1989 155 

11it' tc-cth 11re all extremely woro tugge!fting an older 
lndi\-idual. ·n,is i.s a possible male. 

R 876 - 432 - - - 3~15678 l. 

This 1s n possible male. 

!Rmitk)tt of rmmdiblt '5 • 

R -- 6-----

This iu possible male. 

- 67-

O,.•rmrimr o/1h< $1.wll a,rd ,,umdiblt ~6' 
The skull ltJ;d mandible 6 app,ear 10 go together 

R 

R ---5----

C 
--3H67 -

---- 567 -
C 

L 

L 

L 

1
\h,xilltr-)' lcit 6 has -an abcess 11round the buccal roous 
and one around the lingu:tl roots. Ma.ndibular k(t 6 haJ 
an sbccss .'lt-0und the buccal roou. The teeth are 
e,urcmtl)' worn i;u&i;C$ring an older individual. This is s 
mate. 
The rcm::..lns from this context sugge1.1 a t least she adult 
indhiduo.ts of which ooc is an old m:tlc, two arc old? main 
and thret aK ? males. 

Context 26 

This 1bc fill of a fctturc (48) CUt Ul\o die upp« lill of the 
charcoal bu.ri~I (grave 42 nbovc) . Contemporary with 
«'mWl-1 2:_i, Oatc un«nain, pos$ibly l1tte medieval or f)O$t ­

mtdit\•11L 
Bonas prt:mll 
FrqfUen~ of at kas:t tbttt skulls 
Two mandibln 
1\\'0 «"'ictl vertebrae 
Thirteen thoracic vertebrae. 
Eight lumbar ~rleb~c 
F'ruments of saer.i.1 ~gments 
One left and two right clavicles + fragmcm-s 
Three kfl ond one right scapula 
One- left and tJ,rcc right ribs + ma.I\)' fragmcnl$ 
Tv,o Jett and four right humeri 
Two left 11nd dtree right radii 
1'hr« ltft o.nd one right ulml 
Orie left :and lh•e right carp:als 
Four left and SC\'ffi right metaearpils ♦ two olhc~ 
Sbnccn hiod phalangtt 
One kft and three right innomin!Ud (there is one pnir; lhM 
ofamll.lc) 
Four kft and three risht fe:mora 
One left and one right patella 
One left and one right tibia + a proxim(lJ fragmem Qf one: 
olhct 
One lrft and one right Fibula 
Four leJt and five right tarsals (lnduding a piir Qf calc:mt'i 
a.nd a pair or \lllr) 
One left :and four rigln mcuuan:ak + i;wo others 
Three foot phalan3,es 
Many fl'3,rn.1encs or tongbonts 
/r,1mati,r, ,~ma.im 
One mandib1i: 
One left scapula 
1.WO ogt,.t uln:i.t 
Onen'b 
One right u'bia 
Tworuttat.aruls 
Ulngt,onc fragmenlll 

Ckntitic,r of ,no.xilla 'I • and mo,,dibk 'I' 
Mwll.i • 1 • and mandible • 1 • prob2bly go together 

R 

R 

N1> 
876543--

8i65- 3- ­
NP 

Da,titr'tm of nra'4dibl~ •z• 

----5678 

Mandible.- '2' docs not 11ppear to go with maxilla '2'. 

R - 765432 - -- 345 --8 

Dtn1itJM1 of mox,1La. '2' 

R - •6543-- I --------
The s-urviving teeth demonstrate extreme we.ar. 
l.oMc tttth:- otlc upper rno1ar 

one c:anint 
one premolar 

Dtm.ition of unmahm; ,,,o,Jdib/r 

R 

-------- I 

I.. 

I. 

L 

L 

l. 

there is o-nc l00$C premolar Md one loose canine. Both ha~ 
ptrtly dl"o-clopcd rooa. 
The rcma)r111 from this context contain at lc:nt six 
indMdu~s; four adulu ;\Cid two immatures. One of lhe l:iucr 
can be broa:dl)• aa.cd as 6 to l I }'Cllf't. At least Qnc of I.he 
ad1,ilts is 11 m~le and one is ,1n older indhidu:al. 
Pa,/wlozy 
The occipital bone af one of the skuUs h.1$, just infcrlor and 
to th~ right of thc oucbal crest, a lnl'8t protrusion of bone 
which looks ci:c.l'tetly lilr.c a m~t<)id proct-SS ( Plates I and 2). 
It would i«:.m to be some kind of long term neoplasm 
which, bccausc of h1 geographical location and the very 
1af$c muscles which insert on the OC(:Jput, has developed 
1norph olog:i<.:a lly to imit1ue a m11stoid (Ann Stirland_. p~rs 
comm). The glc:noid of one of the left scapulae has hppmg 
around its tim. One righ l dt\'-lclc ha.s • lesion 111 the: 
insertion of thc conocla\'i~ul.:ir Jigamtnr. A rraemem or 
mcdi;t1 da\'ic)e is woro and pitted with m.-di:ed lipping. 
Another fn.g.menl of clavicle appeat'l to ha\'c bceo broken 
ame mortem and ttmaiocd unh~1ed. One of lhc cer,.ical 
,~tebrac h" worn and pitted body surfaces:, Mlny of tM 
thoracic \'crtcbrM h.a,·c: y.'(lm and pitted t1p0Ph)•sc,1 t()inl$ 
and i;omc body fragmcrns ha~ lipping around lhe rims.. Fi\'e 
of the lumbar \'Crtebrac which seem 10 come from the !.11llle 
indMdusl ha\'c: wear at'td pittin3 on their body surfaces :rnd 
apophyseal joinu . The bQdy rims have huge !'arcd 
ostcpbytes which arc especia~I)' marked Qn the left &1de. A 
first left metalarnl and 6r$t left proxim.nl foot phalanx arc 
f\1sed t0;:cthcr. Some fragments of ,ongbone (prob;ably 
libul~ ha,·c 1narkcd !u"t:as of pcrio~te:.tl reaction. 

ConteKi 30 
Not a g-rn\•e. La~t created during late_r disturb111,ct of 
ccmctcry. 1"hi& context p01,1-d,uc1 the d11aurb!mce of the 
CCQl.ttcry l"C'prcis<:ntcd by contexts 22 and '.?6. Posflbly p0e1t-
medieval. 
&,trJ pracnt 
1\o;-o left a.nd one right ulna (on~ pair) 
1\1,,o righ, and one-Jcfl radius (ouc pair) 
One right ,-capulfl , , 
()fie right and one left clowick (n po:s$1blt pair) 
'Thr« right and four left hu1ncri (at leas~ one pair) 
One lefi and one right fibu la . . 
Two left and two right femon (twO pam - the d14mctc~ ~f 
lhc hc3ds lndi,c::11, males. The cpiph)-.eal fusion lines o( the 
he-ads are \-i$ibl<: o-n one of the psi.irt) 
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Two left and t.httc right innomioates (r.vo pairs - one- mak 
and one female) 
One tight patella 
One left u"bia 
One left first meua.w.rul + otte other 
Four phaJanges 
One left second mci;tcarpal and one left third (wbich 
articulate) + two oth~r mc,tacarpals 
N)ur lumbar \'Crte.brac 
Ooe thoracic verrcbn 
One cervical \'cTtebra 
Four left and four right rlbs + fragments 
Fragments from thrtt skulls (no upper dentition) 
Two mandibles - one male and one fem.ale 

Ixm;,,(m of lhtJ femo.k ma,rdibh 

R 876S - 3 - I 
CCC 

--345--- L 

Right 8 ha.-s a -Small carious lesion in the occ:lusal surface. 
Right 7 bas a large lesion in the mesiaJ crown/nc:c-.k and right 
6 is sev~rtly affected, the whole tooth having rotted aw-a.y 
with only U'lc mes.ial root surviving. There js a slight amoum 
of cakulus around the teeth. 

lkmit,'o,, of IM mah mamJible 

R 

Loose teeth:- one upper mc:,lar 
two premolars 
three: inciso(S 

lmma111re rtmllins 
One right rib + rugment!f 
One right, radius 
One fraginem or right innominate 
One thoracic vertebra 
One left tibia 
One femotal frngmem 
Fragment$ of longbonc 
Loose tcel.b:- one deciduous molar 

the crown of a permanent canine 
the partly de ... -elopcd crown of a pcrmanc.nt 
molar 

The remains from this context represent at lent five 
individuals, four nduhs and one immature. The lantr 
is 4 to 8 years· in age (probably dose to the lower end 
of the r-ange) and of tht- four adults, one is a young 
female, one a young male and one a middle-aged 
male. 
Pothol()(O' 
The single left tibia has a gtcatly thickened shaft which is 
bowed in a distal dirt(;tion (Plates 3 and 4), This may be an 
old fracture or it may be Pagct's disease. The bone is heavy 
and its scrucrure is disorganised. ~l'be cau.se of the di$CMC is 
unknown but affected bones become thickened with an 
inCTease in bone formation and in lhc later stage$ have a 
tendency to f({lcturc. 
A fragment of distaJ fibula has a spur of bone 
protruding from 1be shaft. Three of the lumbar 
vertebrae which, although broken, probably come from 
the same individual, have mairked ostcophytc-s iround 
their body rims. The body surfaces are: worn and pitted. 
The body of one of the lum;bars is compressed on the 
left side. 



Chapter 12 

Summary and Conclusions 

summa.ry 

Peers in his article for the Victoria Counry 
History noted the relative poverty of historical 
sources for Romsey Abbey and wrote that the 
Abbey 'as il s1ands . . is its own best 
historian' (VCH, Hampshire Vol 4, 460). We 
can now add archaeological data to the 
information which survives in the extant 
structure of lhe church. 

The archaeological investigations have 
explored, to a greater or lesser extent, four 
demolished ponions of the Abbey complex: 
these are the domestic ranges o.nd cloister, the 
successive east end chapels (or 'Lady Chapels'), 
the or iginal north porch, and the additional 
parish aisle on the north side. The domestic 
ranges and cloister were only partly explored, 
but che dates of cheir coos1.rucrion in \he earlier 
tblrteench century and their demolition 
probably afcer the Suppression were established 
(Chapter 5 and Chapter 8, 59ff 99ff above). 
The Norman and later thirteenth cenrury 'Lady 
Chapels' were explored and their relationship 
eStablished (Chapter 6). The plan of the 
additional parish aisle on the north side of the 
Abbey between the north transept and north 
porch was uncovered (Chapter 7), This aisle 
was built in the early fifteenth century and 
demolished following the Dissolution. Part at 
least of ,he plan of the original thirteenth 
century north porch was established and 
evidence: for an additional room on its west side 
uncovered (C hapter 4, 56ff above), lcs 
demolition at the same time as the additional 
parish aisle is suggested (Chapter 8, I0!f 
above). A large group of late medieval and early 
POSt•medieval ceramics was found within the 
side room of the porch. This group which 
would seem to be a demolition deposit and, if 
so, would confirm the post-Suppression date of 
the demolition, is being published separately 
(Rees et al forthcoming). 

The srrucrural development or the present 
Abbey chusch is well established (Phase 9 and 
later: Chapter 4). Allhougb lhe late Saxon Abbey 
church (Phase 8: Chapter 3) which preceded it 
has been identified and much of its plan 
recovered, little or nothing is known of its 

domcs,ic buildings. A small number of graves bas 
been identified near this abbey, and further burials 
in the cemetery adjacent to the present United 
Reformed Church manse (A 1989. 14) (Chapter 
3, 40- 1 ff above). 

Pre-dating this late Saxon abbey were the chalk 
footings and the east-west aligned burials of Phase 
7 (Chapter 2, 11 ff above), Since the Phase 7 and 
8 graves are on the same orientation nnd share 
locations, it is reasonable co suggest continuous 
use of the cemeteries, and by implication it could 
b<? argued that the chalk footings represeni part of 
an ecclesiastical establishment replaced by the 
Phase 8 Abbey. Only a little is known of the cball< 
footings, and it is no, clear whether they formed 
par!S of a single building, or represent separate 
structures (Chapter 2, 2Jff), 

These chalk structures succeed earlier burials 
on a quite different norlh-west to south .. east 
alignment (Phase 6: Chapter ~. 21 ff). It is 
1empting to associate these burials with an even 
earlier church on lhe abbey site, but no strucrural 
evidence cao be identified for Abbey Phase 6. 
There is however evidence for a timber suucrurc., 
and one possible grave in the preceding phase 
<Phase 5: Chapter 2, 19 and 24ff), 

All these features post-date the Phase 4 soi.I 
:horizon. As noted already (Chapter 2, 11 ff) , 
.animal bone in this s.oil has provided a 
radiocarbon sample giving a middle to lat1! Saxon 
date range. 

Sealed beneath the Ph.ase 4 soil horizon there 
are structural features - the mortared surfaces, 
postholes and possible chalk fQotings - and these 
may very well be Middle Saxon in date. There is 
no dacing C\iidence, and no plan can be re• 
constructed from the tantalisingly fragmentary 
pieces of evidence. The nature and smtus of the 
s ite in r.his phase remains something of a 
mystery. However, the rich variety of animal 
bone found as food waste in the Midland Sank 
trench, and which is probably broadl)' 
contemporary with the Abbey Phase 3 
structures, indicates- n wealt~y life style. The 
possibility of a middle Saxon s ite of some status 
must be cncenaincd. BaJancing this is the lack of 
any ceramics associaced wich the scructural 
evidence or the animal bones. The finds recotd 
overall is remarkably impoverished. 
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Discussion 

CHAPTER 12: SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS 

11 is possible that the fragments of su-ucn,res and 
the graves assigned to Phases 5, 6 or 7 are che 
archaeological evidence for the earliest religious 
establishment known from the historical record. 
The difficulty of identifying historically auested 
structures with features identified in the 
archaeological do not need to be rehearsed here. 

Traditionally, the foundation of the nunnery is 
ati:ributed to Edward the Elder and dated to AD 
907 (Liveing 1906, 11). The re-foundation by his 
grandson Edgar in c AD 967 is recorded in a 
twelfth-ceotury source, 'Florence' of \Vorcestcr 
(Coldicou 1989, o-7). The late tenth century was 
a period characterised by monastic reform and 
foundation, and Dumvillc ( 1992) has recently 
presented a case for seeing the reign of Edgar as a 
culmination of a process of reform begun under 
Alfred and continued by his successors. The 
foundation of Romsey in 907 would fit into mis 
context. 

It has recently been suggested that Romsey may 
have been the site of an early Minster (Hase 1988, 
46). Hase argues that Romsey is better placed 
spatially than Nursling in relation to the known 
minsters at Eling and Southampton, and that the 
monastery at Nhutscelle which St Boniface 
entered, was not at Nursling, but rather was the 
Minster at Romsey. He argues that the possibility 
of a collegiate Minster chucch at Romsey, prior to 
the tenth-century foundation of the nunnery, is 
given support by the fact that in the later 
Medieval period there were prebends attached to 
cbe Abbey for the cure of the souls of the parish 
racber than of cbe ouns. 

Funhermore, Hase infers the existeoce of a 
royal manor, o r hundred, cemred on Romsey, 
from the 14 hides held by the nuns prior to the 
Norman invasion in 1066 (Berrow 1978, 6), and 
from cbe privileges enjoyed by cbe Abbess within 
Romsey Infra. The Abbess held the Manor of 
Romsey, which consisted of both Romsey Infra 
and Extra. Within Romsey infra pon tem the 
Abbess enjoyed hundredal privileges, independent 
of the King's Hundred of Somboroe (Berrow 
I 978, ll_- 14). Romscy Extra, on the other hand, 
was sub1ec1 to the manor court of Romsey but 
within the King's Hundred of Som borne.' 

The Abbey in its Setting 

Hase's arguments for a Minster church at 
Romsey, and a royal estate cenrred on Romsey 
are tempting, but the historical evidence is 

slight. The archaeological evidence does lend 
support, but cannot confirm the thesis. To the 
south of cbe Abbey, evidence has been recovered 
for iron smelting in the Middle to Late Saxon 
period, and evidence for later Saxon settlement 
has been found elsewhere in the town. The 
presence of the iron smelting gives some 
credence to the notion of Romsey as the centre 
of an estate, possibly royal. However, the dating 
evidence is not clear cut, and it is conceivable 
that the iron smelting was established after the 
foundatiol) of the nunnery, rather than before. 
That there was a settlement of some kind in the 
Middle Saxon period is established, but its 
nature is uncertain. The animal bone 
assemblage from the Midland Bank site suggests 
that some of the occupants were of high sratus. 
More archaeological data is required 10 establish 
conclusively the precise nature of the Middle 
Saxon settlement. 

Although the later historical record is poorer 
than might be expected of a nunnery founded by a 
king and patronised by royal princesses, and 
although the archaeological excavations have been 
limited in scale, it has been possible to tease out 
some sense of the developmem of the Abbey and 
of the site it occupies. Other excavations within 
the town have provided evidence for the 
developmem and growth of the settlement around 
the Abbey, and suggest a small urban place 
developing around a market adjacent to a 
substantial nunncry.2 

Notes 

The evidence presented by Hase: (1988) and others is 
discussed at grea,e.r len$fb in Sco1t et al forthcoming. 

2 The archaeoJQgi~al evidence for the Saxon seuJcmenl of 
the town is detailed in Scon et :al forthcoming:, 
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Appendix 

Description of the Archives of the 
Abbey Excavations and Post­
Excavation Procedures 

The majority of the excavations on rbe Abbey 
published in this volume were carried out in the 
1970s. The archives for ,he I 970s excavations, 
with the single exception of the 1974 excavation, 
are lacking certain key elements. It was felt that ii 
is necessary to summarise briefly fi.1'$tly the nature 
of the lndividual archives, and their contents, and 
then ro go on to outline the post-excavation 
procedures adopted to wring Crom the records as 
much information as possible. 

For fuller descriptions of the archives and post­
excavation procedures the reader is directed in the 
first instance to the archive reports for: the 
c.~ca,•ation, on the Abb~Y- Obviously more detail 
is to be found in the archives themselves. 

The Abbey Excavations and their 
Archives 
1lle contents of the arthives, and the nou.1tt of thC recording 
tyttcms art briefly d~cribcd. Becou.sc of the ~abk nature 
and qualiry or the archive$ from the cxcavntioos in the nineteen 
sc,·.:nties, it is cssenliil that the limiiations of 1hc extant 
archi\~ li spelt out :it the start of thl$ rtpon. if readcB ii~ co 
be able 10 assess the cvidcnet-. nnd the U1tcrptt1adon offered, 
for themselvts. MQrc detailed descriptions of the urchh'tt o.rc 
to be found in lhc Archive Repo1u produ(l-=d for each of the 
Abbey l;~\'lJli-on.S. 

RA 1973 (HCC Ace No A 1991.25) 
E.xca\".lbCms at r.hc .East End or 1hc Abbe)' on the ,ite of I.he 
probabk l..ady C-h11~11 directed b)' Kevin Stubbs, in odvan~ of 
consotidat1on work on the foundations of th.t can end. 
Previously cxca,-:irions l\nd been undertaken in 1866 by the tht:n 
Viair, the ~, E. L Bcn.hon~ but no fit.'$'l band a.ccount of his 
worlt has bttn published. More observaoons were inndc by 
Peers and Ri1500 in 1909. An ~c:CQUnt of their findings is (Q be 
found In the Notebooks af Sir Richard l»ciC' (LuOC', Notebooks) 
now housed in t.ht Sovtb3.lllpC()1l Vnlvcrsilf Archives. 

The Archive 
'The~ an- 1)1.uu. and ~cDon drawcnp - not all ll('( original 1i1c 
dr;iw,n~ and good photographic archive, but no written 
«~Ord$. llleh:! att 11ISO dmwlfl$S pl'C.J):ltc-d for publication for 
lhc Clu;;a,11tor, •nd a pub1ished site sumtnllt)' (Stubbs, 1973). 

T he Recording System 

The 11.rc:Mc<>log.ical dcpositS were fnlgmcnttd, m:it11'\IY by l:ucr 
brick built vaults, and each b1Qck o f arch.aeo1ogic:aJ dtp<>sit 
appears 10 hi\'t" b«:n allocated a single lcucr «,de, and the 
la:ytn within it JabclJcd in a sepa.ra1c numerical scqucm;c, No 
plan shows the location Qr the areas. Pcat-u.rc oumb,el'$ and 
grave numbcn appear to ha,•e been 11Uoc:atcd as well, MO$t 
contexts and features on thc pluns and scctio1u arc not 
tabclk.-d, lhc recording system being inferred from infonn:ition 
on lhc finds 1:abcls. Q;)ncm c:k$aiptions arc limited to those 
found on plans and $CC1l0ns. 

Finds 
A $CQueRC:e or Archiw numben (IZ0l-1228) \\'29, :illocated to 
groups or ftnd$. This sequence was ~nnc from the numben 
altoc.aic-d '° contexts. Only a few groups or finds can be 
confidcnli}' auianed to idco1ifiablc co1)tt:itt$. Mott mus1 be 
O"Catcd IU, u.ru:trn;ti(tcd, 

Post•Excavation 
A new series of Archive context numbers (1001- l043; 
J0S0-1103) ,v.11 :iUocatcd to ronttXU :and feluu.rts idcndfillbk 
on plans and sections to f:ac-ilitatc idenrifkation, and 
stratign,ph.ic: anoJyi:is (sce bi;IQ\V). 

RA 1974 (HCC Ace No A 1991.25) 
E:xc-,wocion, wi1hin the \Vl.$t end of the ~n,•,: and t<> the .sovth 
or the i\bbey, dil'C'Clcd by Kevin Stvbbs. The excav;ui<;,n was 
made ncocs.s.iry b>' the Umallarion or heating pi~s.. 

The Archive 
·nus is by for the m0$t complete or th<.' urchi,'t;' (or 1hc _earlier 
dcavation.s. There an: origm!i.1 plaM 3-L,d SCCU()U drtt,\l'lngs, 11. 

photographic; nrchh·c, ilnd 5itc ,notct with comcxl and 

11r1uigraphic: in(ormolion, fo addition there arc drawm&") 
pn:p;ired for public:mon (or 1he cxcawtot. 

The Recording System 
'fhc archaeological dcp<>sils whh m the nuvc we.~ badly 
dissected, mainl)' by 1,.,1u bric-It vaults, and cacb .small _IA;'c~ 
cxc.avuted waj aUoe.-itOO a letter cock, :ind the la),crt" within 11 
labeUcd i.n a st'l)aratc numerical sequen«. A ,imiJ.ur i)~tt:m 
MIS cmplO)'Cd in 1he areas to 1he M>uLh of 1he Abbe}', Thctt 
"°ttc: alsn fcauare numl:>4:rS allocat~. Almost alJ contcxt$ u.nd 
features on the plins and sections :ttt labelled. 

Finds 
Most of ihc finds from this exeav111on can be confidend.t 
as!Agned to 1ckndfiablc cont6U-, 
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Post-Excavation 
Scratigraphic analysl, wa.s PQ$$ib1c Ort thls .irchi\.'lt as it stood. 
However_, a new series of context nuntbcrS (2001- 21SS) was 
allo<":ned co the recorded laycn, partly to avoid confusion 
between similarly number layer, in diffcctnr trenches, but 
mainly to f'aci lirntc the creation of a computer database for 
fmds rtt0rds, A small number of Archh-c: context numbers was 
gh·cn to feature$ and contcx1s identifiable on pl3ns and 
section, (2156-57, 2159, 2163-74, and 2210- 12). 

RA 1975 (HCC Ace No A 1991.25) 
Exca\'llitions on the North side of the Abbey, dinxttd by Ke<Vin 
Stubbs, in advance or drainage w9rk and the consolidation Qf 

the foundtnions of the Norman nave wall. The ucm:bes rnn 
along the west fa.cc of t.hc North transept, and 4.long the nave­
wall almost to the pMeot north Porch. 

The Archive 
Then- are site plans a·nd section draw5ngs, drawings prepared for 
publication for tbt extawtor, and , photographic an:hivc, but 
onJy limited written records, 1be wriucn record only descn1>es a 
small number of come,xrs.., mainJy those found early in the 
e:xcsi.vation and, therefore, lalc in the ftratigraphic sequence. 
Then; is no original context numbering on plans or sections.. 

The Recordhtg System 

Comcxts and fe.aturts appear 10 have beet\ labelled in a !l'ingle 
numerical sequence. although some of the graves appear to 
have been recorded using l'\\'O quite different SYttcms. 

Finds 

Few of the finds can be <:onfidently assigocd to identifiable 
contexts. i\·\ost must be trearcd as unstratified. 

Post-Excavation 

A new series of Archi\'e context numbers (:3001-3106; 3108; 
.3!10-3142; 31-16; 3l50--3326) was allcx:ated to oomexts and 
(eaturcs identifiable on plans and sections racilitatc 
identification, and scrarigraphic anal)~i~ {sec below). 

RA 1977 (HCC Ace No A 1991.25) 
Excawtions on the South side of the Abbey, dir<."Cted by Kevin 
Stubbs, i.n advance ot drain.a:gc work and 1he consolidation of 
tht foundations of the west wait of the Non:nan south uansept. 
Some recording was undertaken by David Hinton of 
Southampton University. The trenches were dug along the 
west fttce of the tr:tn.$Cpl, and in front of the Abbess's doorway, 
in the angle between tl1c na.vc: and south transept. The two 
ttcnches appear to h.iwe been recorded quite separarely. 

The Archive 

Thfrt: are site pl1ns and secuon drawings, and a photographic 
archive, but only very limiccd wrlucn records. The wriueo 
record onJy descnO,es a smaJJ number of contexts in che rrcndl 
along the south cranscpt wall. 

The Recording System 

Those contexts and fearurc<1 which appear co have been 
1abelled were given a single numerical sequence. Only s.Urteen 
concex.t numbers appear to have. been allocated, all in the 
trench by the south transem. Thcrt. is no usea.blc context 
numberiog on plans or .sections. 

Finds 

Toe finds are to all intents and purposes unstratificd. 

Post-Excavation 
A new series of Archive context numbers (4020-41-11) WM! 

allocated to conte.!lltS :ind features idc-ndfiable on plans and 
sections facilitotc idcntificti.rion. and srr3tigr-.aphic ana.lysis (see 
below). 

RA 1979 (HCC Ace No A 1991.25) 
E.~cavations on t,hc South $ide of the Abbey along the south 
n.ave woll immediately west of the 1977 excavations, The 
exctwation dirtctor wa5 David Hinton. The excavation was 
Ciltried out in advance of the 6nt satgc in the construction of 11 
f,enth drain at the base or the south nave. wan. Th'O soaks.ways 
whiclt formtd part of the drainage were :also exca\lalcd. These 
were about 12m south of the nave and connected b)' pipc­
crc.oches to tht tuain t,rt:nth. 

The Archive 

There are site plans and i;cction drawings, and a photographic 
archive, but no wrinen recordS'. 

The Recording System 

1ltctt is linle information about 1he recording, but it seems 
that an alpha-numeric S)'Stc.m was used. The finds labels arc 
the main source of information. Probably the letters referred 
to sub divisions of the trench.., a,nd the numbe.rs to layers and 
feacun:s. Only the lenerfl allocated to chc soakaways are 
known, They were called 6 and O and the la)'crs in each 
labelled in II scpar-acc numerical sequence. There is no 
original context numbering on plan$ or sections of I.he main 
trench, but some contcxu are shown on the soakaway 
drawings. 

Finds 

The only finds whieh cnn be confidently assigned to 
identifiable contexts are from the two soa.kaway-s, The 
ttmtiining fiods must be: treated as W'1Str3ti6cd. 

Post-Excavation 

A new $Crie.s of Archive context number$ (5040-5 l 93) was 
illocated tu comexui and features idendfiable on plaru and 
sections Co.ci1ko.tc identification, and stratigraphic analysL~ (see 
below). 

RA 1988 (HCC Ace No A 1988. 7) 
An extended watching brief and Umittd exca\/Qcion during the 
rcpa\•ing or the road on the oorth side or the Abbey. The pa\·ed 
area runs in an arc from the W($t end of the mwc 10 the north 
face of the north transept. Features revealed du.ring the 
stripping of the old car-macadam were planoed, and some 
limited excavation undcnaken. Overall direction was providNI 
by F J Greco, Direc10( of the Thst Valley Axch:'lcological Trust~ 
and dQy lO day supervision and rccotdin,g c.1nied O\lt by I R 
Soott 

The Archive 

There is- a complete 5ite arehivc, including wriuen context 
record,, bolh plans 3nd scx:tiont:; and photognrpht. 

!Ill 
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The Recording System 
/\ sins;lc oumt'ric:1:I scqu(11ce (6000- 6068; 6070-6093; 
~!00-6120) wa.s used for all s tratiSrQJ)b.ic rtcordiog, but 
septralt sequence for the snui.11 number of soil samples. 

RA 1991 (HCC Ace No A 1991.18) 
,\ ue.nch cxca,'tlted on the south along the: na\'C wall. The 
~eh cxtC11dcd from the 1979 cxcai.-a1ion west o1m0$t to the 
M>Utb\lo"Cil doorway and the 1974 excavation. The work was 
made ne-cc"8r)' by the dcci~ion to complete the run of the 
frcnch drtin l>egun in 1979. Ovcn:iU direction w-as by F J 
Grttn 1111d J Jt Scon. and day to day supervision was provided 
su«-CS.<iivcly by K UXkycar nnd Or V Cro!Sby, Post-c)'.l'~v.ation 
arut}ysis w,s by Dr V Crosby. 

The Archive 
Thett is a complete site archi\'c, inctudi.ng wrmcn context 
ttrordf~ both plans and s«tioos, and phot~ntpht. 

The Recording System 
A single numerical sequence (7001- 7175) wu u.scd for all 
nr:ni$rnphic recording, bul separate $CQUencc for the small 
number of soil sample$. 

Excavations within the Abbey Precinct 

13-15, The Abbey, 1980 (HCC Ace No 
A 1980.83) 
A small trench located on the south Sldt or the cJoistcrs 
ogoin.st 1hc wall of the ext1.t11. ponion or the southern 
Domestk ra,:i;:c of the Abbey. The building probably "-Ai the 
rtfcctory, Most of the exca\"atcd area had apparently bun 
du& out in the late post•Mc-dicva1 period to facilitate the 
creation of a cellar. Tot finds from the site were few, but 3 
numbc:r of decorated tile fragments were reeovcred. o,·erall 
dittction wt.$ b)' F J Grten1 and d&)' to d3~• supet'\•ision was 
pl'()Vided by Dr A O Ru.Mitt 

The Archive 
There i\ • mall but complete site archi,-c, including written 
corucxt ttcords, both pi-ans and sections, and photographs. 

The Recording System 
A sing!t numerical sequence (00- 64) wu used (or all 
stnniaraphic r«ording, but separate sequence for the small 
number of aoil sample$, 

Romsey Vicarage, 1987 (HCC Ace No 
A 1986.31) 
A hmited exc3vation was under 13kCn on the sj,c of the 
PN>J)Okd new Vicarsgt, l<> the wcn of lhc Abtx.-y, 3ftd the old 
Vica1agt>. O~rnll direoion W3$ by F J Green, aod recording 
and day to ruty 1oupc:rvisi:on by A M OO"~IJ. 

The Archive 

Th~ is • complete site arehi,·c, including writttn con1ex1 
rtoords, both plans lllld SC'C!bons, and ph,ot0j.nlph$. 

Recording System 

A singl~ numerical sequence (001-063; 100-112) was used rof 
all ttraugraphic recording, but 1eparatie sequence for the small 
number of soil 5ampJcs. 

Midland Bank, 1988 (HCC Ace No 
A 1988.9) 
Exca-vatlon of a soab:w-ay behind I.he M.idland Bank, wh.ich lies 
on che WUt 11.de of the Markel Place• and within chc Abbcv 
precinct. O\'emll direction was by F J Gf'Ccn, and rtt0rd1ni, 
and dn_y to day supervi:\ion by A M O°"'-cll. 

The Archive 

'Tiu•rt: i• tt complete site archive, including wrint'n con1ex1 
records, bor.h plans :u'ld sections. and phototr,pb.$. 

The Recording System 

A !l"ins)c nu.rntrical ~uen~ (001 ... 030; 102-138) was USt'd for 
all su:-acigraphK' ttrording, bu1 StP:)Nltc sequence for the small 
numtm- or.soil samples. 

United Reformed Church, 1989 (HCC 
Ace No A 1989.14) 
A small cxca,,,arion on the south edge of tht med.ieMtl mooanic: 
p"cinct.1 rcvcak<I part of~ lattt Saxon and mediC'V'al cc:mc,er)'. 
The v.~tk was carried out in advance of the coru.tru.ct-ion of an 
cxi-ens.ion ,o the United Reformed Church rooms. O~rall 
direction was by F J Gtttn, and day to day s.upcrvision was 
provided b)-' N R Campling. Pos-t--cx~~tion analysis was by 
Or V Cr<>sby. A draft stnUiJt•~hic "'1)0rt is 10 be found u1 tht 
Archh'C. 

The Archive 
There is a compltlC sjte archive, including wriuco i::ontcxt 
record$, both pl11nt and section$, and photognphs. 

T he Recording System 
A single nwnerienl kqUCnc:<: (001-063; 100- l J2) was u.scd for 
all sttatiQttphic rccordinJ, b01 sepanate sequence for the small 
num~r of soil A.Jnplcs.. 

Observations within the Abbey Precinct 
Jn addirion to I.he cxca,,otions described aOO\", t number of 
observammJ h:wc bc,c.n undcr'1at:.cn whhin the mcdienll 
prcdnct, tnformrition from r.hesc is published in this re-port: 

17, The Abbey, 1981 
A ttnrrow u·tnch located in the gcirdco of the prQpercy 
ad)ccent to the c,mant building of the southern ~ge. Ac \bi$ 
point the probable refector)' had bcco demohshed. The 
ltt'ncb lo<:ated the (ootings of its north wal1, nnd lhc- Inner 
wall of lhc cloisu:t walk. The oblen·atioos we.re m:ordcd t>y 
Dr 1\ D Rus:1e1. 

The Archive 
The she artabivc, consists of a plan and a drnwo ~on <1f the 
trench, wilh a brief note but no oonrc.'<t retQrds. l"herc :tr~ a 
smiall number of photographs. No fmds were r«O\-Crcd. 
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Abbey Gateway, 1984 (HCC Ace No 
A 1984.21) 
During the laying of a gas ptpc through the Abbey ga,cwa)' and 
into the rood called Abbey Watc.·r, a runt rubble wall of pos.sibtc 
medievol dine W3$ observed by P J Gf'ttn and recorded. 

Romsey Abbey West, 1988 (HCC Ace 
No A 1988.6) 
A watching brief and limited cxaivation du.ring the completion 
of services. to lhe new Romsey Vicarage. 0\'enill direction wall 

pto\·ided by F J Green, and day 10 day supervision and 
rc<:otdin,g carried out by I R ScotL 

The Arc.hive 
There is a site archive, inc:ludio_g wrincn context records, both 
plans and section1, and photographs. 

The Recording System 
A sing.le numerical St"quencc {6L00-6J21) was u1ed for all 
stratigraphic l'tcording. 
Ronuey Abbey 
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